
      FROM THE PASTOR              
 ñGod With Us!  Immanuelò 

 
    Christmas Greetings to you in the name of our 
Lord Jesus, the Christ, Immanuel, Son of God, 
Prince of Peace, Mighty God, Wonderful Counselor, 
King of kings and Lord of lords.  The Bible records 
many names for Jesus because a name back then 
conveyed the true character of a person.  God 
wanted to make it clear who this Jesus was that He 
was sending into our world.  Do you know what all 
these names mean?  They will help you better     
celebrate the true joy of Christmas if you do.  Let us 
look at the names given to Jesus at his birth: 
    Matthew 1:1, ñA record of the genealogy of Jesus 
Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.ò  This 
verse lists four names and titles for Jesus.  Jesus 
literally means óGod saves.ô  Christ was the Greek 

name for the Hebrew word Messiah; both of which mean óThe Anointed 
Oneô of God ï the One called to lead Godôs people to glory.  The Son of 
David means that Jesus came from the royal line of the kings of Israel and 
thus heir to Davidôs throne.  The Son of Abraham means Jesus was a   
direct descendent of the first person chosen by God to start his holy     
people, so Jesus held full rights to all Godôs blessings for his people. 
    Matthew 1:21 explains the name Jesus as told by the Angel to Joseph, 
ñShe will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus,    
because He will save his people from their sins.ò  Matthew 1:23 quotes 
Isaiah 7:14, in which we hear of the name Immanuel, ñThe virgin will be 
with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuelòð
which means, óGod with us.ôò  Jesus is the God with us so we can know 
exactly who God is to us ï how He loves us, what He wants us to know 
about Him and how to live life with Him. 

    In Matthew 2:1-6, the Wise Men call Jesus ñthe King of the Jewsò and 

the prophecy of Micah 5:2 was read that proclaimed Jesus the ñruler who 

will be the shepherd of my people Israel.ò  Jesus came to be our Good 

Shepherd leading us to the greater green fields and flowing, fresh streams 

of abundant life with God. 

    Mark 1:1 adds to the names of Jesus and Christ the title ñSon of God.ò  

This title claims for Jesus primacy to the throne of God, the next in line to 

rule the universe after God the Father.  This title conveys the power and 

majesty of Jesus who came into our world with all the authority and all the 

character of God.  Colossians 1:15 helps us to understand that Jesus 

came to be the ñvisible image of the invisible God.ò  In Colossians 1:15, we realize that in Jesus ñGod was 

pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Himéò  Jesus is fully God come to live among us. (continued on page 3) 

 

Celebrate Winter    

at Church of          

the Valley 
 

 
12/14 Choir Cantata, 9:00 AM & 
 10:30 AMðMain Sanctuary  
 Childrenôs Advent Service 
 6:00 PMðHansen Hall  
12/24 Christmas Eve by Candlelight  
 6:30 PM Contemporary 
 Family Service, Hansen Hall  
 9:30 PM Traditional  
 Service, Main Sanctuary  
12/25  Christmas  
 Church Offices Closed  
12/26 Christmas Break  
 Church Offices Closed  
12/28 Refuge                                
 6:00 PMïHansen Hall  
1/1 New Yearôs 
 Church Offices Closed  
1/2 New Yearôs Break 
 Church Offices Closed  
1/10 New Members Class  
 9:00 AMðRoom #3  
1/11 Epiphany Service & Bonfire  
 6:00 PMðHansen Hall  
1/17 Marriage Seminar  
 9:00 AMðHansen Hall  
1/18 Budget Comment Meeting  
 after each morning service  
1/25 Oneness Service  
 10:00 AMðHansen Hall  
         Congregational Business 
 Meeting  
 11:30 AMðHansen Hall  
1/25 Refuge  
 6:00 PMðHansen Hall  
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informational 
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òThe Heart of the Valleyó 

ñJesus is the God with 

us so we can know   

exactly who God is     

to usðhow He loves 

us, what He wants us   

to know about Him   

and how to live life 

with Him.ò 



Advent and Christmas Worship Highlights:  
December 14: Joyously celebrate Advent at the Choir 
Cantata. Both the 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Services will 

be held in the Main Sanctuary. Then return at 6:00 PM in 
Hansen Hall where the Childrenôs Choir, featuring the 

Christ in Action drama ministry, will present a      
ñChristmas Adventure.ò 

December 24: Celebrate Christmas Eve by Candlelight. 
Both the 6:30 PM and 9:30 PM Services welcome friends 
and families of all ages. The 6:30 PM service, in Hansen 

Hall, presents a meaningful Christmas story and        
message from Pastor Becky Sage with songs of the   

season presented by the Praise Band. At 9:30 PM, in the 
Main Sanctuary, join Pastor Mike Clark, the Gospelarks, 
and the Celebration Ringers for carols and the message: 
ñChristmas with No Strings Attachedò. Childcare up to 5 

years of age is offered at the 6:30 PM service only.   

Christmas at Church of the Valley!  

Two celebration opportunities for you and yours! 


