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August 24, 2008
“Jesus Wants to Heal You”
Mark 1:40-45

“The Presence of the Future: Experience Life in a Greater Dimension Today!”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark
(All Scriptures are from the New International Version unless noted otherwise.)

He lived the great American success story.  CEO of his own company, he could afford an expensive house, a country club membership and vacations around the world.  He had a beautiful wife and two wonderful children, a boy and a girl.  They all went to church, believed in Jesus and recited Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  Then their 15 year old girl got ill with Hodgkin’s lymphoma disease.  They took her to the best doctors and hospitals in America.  They tried every cure they could.  They called on every friend, every member of their church to pray.  Prayer letters and emails went out to every church anyone knew asking God to heal their daughter.  Yet, after a 5 year battle with the disease, their precious daughter died.
The father told me about the family’s struggles since then.  The daughter’s death almost broke apart their marriage.  They feared every day something would happen to their son.  They doubted God’s goodness.  They wanted to believe in Romans 8:28, but why didn’t God heal their daughter?  They knew God could, but he didn’t.  Did He not care about them?  After all, they were just 4 people out of six and a half billion living in the world today.
Have you ever felt that way about God?  Someone you love dearly is losing the fight against cancer.  You lost your job and can’t find another one.  You can’t pay on your mortgage and face foreclosure.  Your son rebels against you by taking drugs and drinking alcohol.  You want children but can’t get pregnant.  You suffer from recurring bouts of depression.  You ask God for help and get no answers.  Does God care about you or are you just one in six and a half billion?  Let’s find out today by looking at Mark 1:40-45 where Jesus heals a man with leprosy.  What does this miracle reveal about Jesus and how does it affect us today?
40A man with leprosy came to Jesus and begged him on his knees, “If you are willing, you can make me clean.”

41Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  “I am willing,” he said.  “Be clean!”  42Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.

43Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning: 44“See that you don’t tell this to anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the sacrifices that Moses commanded for your cleansing, as a testimony to them.”  45Instead he went out and began to talk freely, spreading the news.  As a result, Jesus could no longer enter a town openly but stayed outside in lonely places.  Yet the people still came to him from everywhere.

I am impressed with this man.  He is obviously a devout Jew who trusted in God, because Jesus tells him to carry out the proper Jewish regulations to be certified as healed.  Even better, he is one of the first people who really believed in Jesus.  He does not question if Jesus can heal him.  He knows Jesus can.  Notice how he tells Jesus that He could heal him.  His doubts are of a different nature.  He wonders if Jesus wants to heal him.  Why would he feel that way?
We don’t hear much about leprosy these days.  Modern medicine has mostly eradicated it from our world.  Only those who can’t get proper medical attention still get leprosy.  In Jesus’ time, there was no cure for leprosy.  Leprosy then included a host of skin ailments.  Skin lesions developed and, left untreated, become progressive, causing permanent damage to the skin, nerves, limbs and eyes.  When you can’t feel your fingers, you don’t know when they are being burned, cut or damaged.  Your body parts don’t fall off, but they can be severely injured.  Leprosy was not contagious, but everyone thought it was.  So lepers were banned from contact with healthy people.  They lost their homes, jobs and families, and lived with other lepers wherever they could in caves or huts away from villages and society.  So you see, leprosy was not just a physical disease, but also a social, economic and spiritual affliction.  Everyone shunned lepers, treating them as outcastes.  Jews felt lepers were judged by God for wrongs they had done committed.  They were spiritually unclean before God, and could not worship in the synagogue or offer sacrifices at the Temple.  Lepers had to cry out “unclean, unclean” whenever anyone else came near them.  The closest disease we have to this today is AIDS with all its social, emotional, economic and spiritual implications.
We can now understand why this man felt that Jesus may not want to heal him.  Why would Jesus care about an outcaste, unclean, sinner like himself?  Would Jesus care?  Would Jesus be willing to heal him?
How did Jesus react?  Look at verses 41-42, “Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  ‘I am willing,’ He said.  ‘Be clean!’  Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.”
Four things happened in quick succession.  First, Jesus was filled with compassion for this man.  Jesus came for just such a person; one who felt alone, unwanted, unloved by God to show him God does love, does care, does want him to have abundant life too.  However, compassion means nothing without action.  We can say we love someone, but if we never show it in action, our love remains empty.  So second, Jesus reached out and touched the man.  There is great power in physical contact.  Touching someone makes a connection of care.  If you are not close to someone, you keep your distance.  The closer you get, the more you care about that person.  The more you care, the more you touch; a handshake, grasping the shoulder, a hug and maybe even a kiss.  Humans express love through touching.  No one ever touched a leper for fear of getting the disease or just to remain spiritually clean.  If a Jew touched a leper, they would have to go through an extensive time of cleansing rituals so they could worship again.  No one ever touched a leper, but Jesus did.  Third, Jesus emphatically declared “I am willing.”  He made sure this man knew Jesus was not only capable of healing the man, He wanted to heal him.  Fourth, Jesus healed him.  He did more than heal his body, Jesus cleansed the man of all the rest of the consequences of his disease.  The man could go back home, see his family, get a job, go to parties, go to synagogue and worship God again.  Jesus healed, cleansed, restored, reconciled and rejuvenated this man to full life.  Now this man knew God loved him.
What about us?  Why doesn’t Jesus heal every one of us when we get ill today?  Why doesn’t Jesus show his compassion and answer our every prayer today?  Does He care?  Is He willing?  To answer those questions, we need to understand why we suffer today and how Jesus answers prayer.

Living on this earth means dealing with a lot of suffering and pain.  We all know that from our experiences.  Some of our suffering comes from making mistakes.  It hurts when I smash my toe into a hard object like I did yesterday.  You could fall asleep while driving because you took cold medicine, and then cause a car accident which might also hurt someone else.  You did not intend to do that, but your mistake happened, hurt you and maybe hurt others.  Some of our suffering may be intentional.  We might choose to suffer for the short-term to gain a greater good for the long-term.  Exercise definitely involves undergoing some pain or discomfort for better health.  Some of our suffering comes from those who intend harm.  We could become victims, get hurt and not even know why we were the objects of such evil intent.  Terrorism abounds in our world today.  Some suffering comes from natural disasters like tsunamis, tornadoes or earthquakes.  
Any suffering that comes from bad reasons does not come from God.  God intended us to live productive, healthy, successful and abundant lives with Him.  The real cause of suffering comes from living without God.  Anytime anyone acts contrary to the way God designed us to live, the consequence is suffering.  Cars drive on roads not through trees.  If you drive your car through a tree, you will suffer.  People live by God’s right, not wrong.  If we stop following God’s good directions, we suffer.  Many young people feel don’t understand it.  They experiment in ways that cause long-term difficulty.  Please listen to me today.  God does not tell us things just to tell us things.  He tells us things to help us live better lives.  We ignore His direction at our peril.  God gave us the Bible as the instruction manual for life.  When we ignore it, we suffer.  How many of you bought something recently that came with directions?  Be honest now.  How many of you did not read the directions, ended up with extra parts, and whatever you bought did not work right?
Part of our problem is that we don’t follow God’s directions.  The other part of our problem is that we live in this world together with others.  I may follow God’s directions, but others may not, and that could lead to my suffering too.  I might be going through a green light, but someone in a drunken stupor might go through the red light and smash my car.  We live in a world that does not follow God’s directions and a lot of people, often innocent ones, get hurt.
So why doesn’t God get rid of all the bad?  He will, but not yet.  Why?  Because He still wants to give every person who will enter into His family and eternal life the opportunity to do so.  If God ended this world too soon, some who are supposed to be in heaven would be left out.  Jesus told us He came not to judge the world, but to save it.  When the time is right, Jesus will come back to end all suffering, evil and wrong.  In Jesus’ eternal kingdom all that will be gone and only good remains.  In Revelations 21:3-4 we hear of this time, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and He will live with them.  They will be his people, and God Himself will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”  For now, we still live in a world not yet redeemed by Christ, a time in which grace is still extended.
Here is the amazing truth.  While God does not cause the evil and suffering in this world, God allows it to happen for our greater good.  That means that if someone or something intends harm, or if we unwittingly do something that could cause harm, God screens that action.  He allows only those things that contribute to our greater future to happen.  This is the true meaning of Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to his purpose.”  He won’t let that harm happen unless it brings a greater good.  He allowed His only Son to be tortured and killed by crucifixion so that we could have our sins cleansed and our lives healed for eternity.  God’s greater good through everything happens all the time without us knowing it, just like the force of gravity is always keeping us from floating off the planet.  Understand that God allows evil and suffering in this world so we can see why we need God.  The suffering turns us back to God; showing us why his right ways are so good.  And we must remember, we are created for eternity, not for this temporary world.  This world is just the elementary school where we learn the basics of life for our maturity in Christ’s kingdom.  Here we learn to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and love each other as we do ourselves.  If we don’t learn that here in this world, we can’t graduate on to eternal life.
This is where we need to understand prayer.  Prayer gets us in touch with God’s greater good.  As the Apostle Paul stated it in Romans 12:2, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  Prayer helps us to understand that God does care about us.  He does have compassion for us.  He does want to heal and clean us, but in the right way.  If you go to the doctor with a problem, you might not like what the doctor tells you to do to get well.  You might not like the drug she prescribes, the surgery you need to have, or the diet you need to eat.  You might want the quick fix, but the cure takes more time.  You want the pain to stop now, but healing needs to happen properly over a number of weeks or months, not days.  When we pray, we go to the Great Physician who knows the best cure.  God responds to prayer requests in three ways - yes, no, or not yet.  What we might think is best for us, may not be so good.  Maybe it is not good for a loved one to keep living in this world.  I think Lazarus got one of the worst deals in the Bible.  He was up in heaven enjoying all its great treasures for four days until Jesus called him back to life.  Lazarus had to die twice in this world.  More than any good parent whose child asks for things, God gives us only what is the best for us.  Parent says yes, no or later so the child gets what is good.  There is a right time to have a cell phone, drive a car, go out on a date, do homework, stay home or go out with friends.  Parents should help their children discover the right times for everything to happen in healthy ways.  So our Great Parent God tells us yes, no or later to give us the right answer in the right time.  If your prayer is not yet answered, keep praying.  It will be answered in the right time in the right situation in the right way.
Be assured that God does care for you!  He has not forgotten your prayer.  He knows your need.  He wants the very best for you.  He is willing to heal you, but in his time and His way, not yours.  His way, although it does not seem so at times to us, is the best way for us all.  Let this miracle of Jesus be your miracle.  Approach Jesus with your need and hear Jesus say to you, “I am willing.  Be clean.”
In the meantime, we need to keep praying and keep seeking the best from God.  Today, I invite anyone who wants healing in any way to come forward for prayer.  The elders are going to come forward now to pray for you.  If there is some physical healing you need, come forward, tell an elder quickly what your need is and they will say a short prayer for you.  But all healing is not just physical.  If you have need for healing in a relationship, come on up too.  If you have need for healing emotionally, mentally, socially, or in any way, come on up for prayer.  If you need spiritual healing: forgiveness, grace, new or renewed life in Jesus, come on up for prayer.  Be like this leper!  Come courageously forward and tell Jesus you want healing.  Our elders will pray for you and then you can go back to your seat.  Don’t be concerned what others may think.  What do you need to do today?  How can Jesus help to heal you?  How can we as a church help to heal you in Jesus’ power?  Let us care for you.  Let us show you the touch and compassion of Jesus.  We will take a time now in the service so you can come forward for prayer.  Come on up.  After we pray for a little bit, we will have our song of response.  Come on up now and take advantage of this time to pray for healing.
