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September 14, 2008
“Finding the Calm in the Storm”
Mark 4:35-41
“The Presence of the Future: Experience Life in a Greater Dimension Today!”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark
(All Bible verses are New International Version unless otherwise noted.)

I have experienced many earthquakes from little ones to big ones.  In my family we make a game of predicting the scale of the earthquake.  1s and 2s you don’t feel.  3s are little shakes and bumps.  4s start to become an experience.  5s are like roller coaster rides and really fun to experience; but watch out when the 6s and 7s start to roll in.  Did anyone here experience the Loma Prieta San Francisco Bay Area Earthquake in Oct. 1989?  Depending on the report, that earthquake rated a 6.9 to a 7.1 on the Richter scale.  Our family went through that one near its epicenter, and it terrified us.  It shook us far greater than I could cope with, as it made the solid ground feel like a bowl of Jell-O.  When you can’t trust the very ground you live on, what can you trust?  When the ground turns to ‘Jell-O’, where is your security?  If you have experienced a big earthquake, you know what I mean.  The same can be said when we experience any major natural disaster; a ferocious forest fire, howling hurricane, unstoppable flood, tornado or tsunami.  They overwhelm our senses making us realize our utter helplessness.  In those moments we need to know the One who is greater than Mother Nature.
Today we examine when Jesus miraculously calmed a storm on the sea that overwhelmed professional fishermen.  That must have been a powerful storm.  Let’s read in Mark 4:35-41:
35That day when evening came, He said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.”  36Leaving the crowd behind, they took Him along, just as He was, in the boat.  There were also other boats with Him.  37A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly swamped.  38Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion.  The disciples woke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”  39He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet!  Be still!”  Then the wind died down and it was completely calm.  40He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?”  41They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this?  Even the wind and the waves obey Him!”

When the Lord of creation meets a wayward world, there is peace.  The Sea of Galilee has a schizophrenic nature.  Much of the time the waters lie calm and serene, glassy with little or no wind.  We have been on the Sea of Galilee on beautiful calm mornings, sailing serenely along from Tiberius to Capernaum.  Yet the lake lies in a natural wind tunnel that can suddenly chop the waters into turmoil.  One day we watched the waves froth with whitecaps and no boats ventured out on the lake.  Almost half of Jesus’ disciples were professional fisherman who spent their entire lives on the lake.  They had been on the water in every condition from calm to storm, yet they had never experienced a storm like the one that hit that night.  You don’t get such experienced men of the water to cry out for their lives unless the storm is overwhelming.
In Matthew’s Gospel another such experience threatens Jesus’ disciples.  On the lake that time, a huge earthquake shook the lake.  Israel has violent earthquakes like California.  The Sea of Galilee sits atop a giant rift zone that extends well into Africa.  I have pictures of destruction caused by a giant earthquake at Tel Bet Shean near the Sea of Galilee that have been uncovered by archeologists.  In this Roman city huge stone columns that once lined the major thoroughfares lie tumbled about.  We had friends in the Loma Prieta earthquake who described watching their swimming pool create huge waves that threw much of the water out of their pool.  Magnify that effect on the Sea of Galilee.  When these major earthquakes strike the lake, tsunami waves roll across its surface.  One such quake hit when Jesus and his disciples were on the lake in boats.  The word in Matthew for this storm in the Greek is seismos, from which we get our word for seismic activity.  Dale Bruner translates Matthew 8:24 this way, “A huge earthquake hit the lake so that the boat was covered with waves.”  Most translations including the NIV don’t catch this distinction.  They translate the cause as a storm, not an earthquake.  The Greek word for storm in this Mark passage is different than in Matthew.  One is the word for earthquake while the other is the word for wind storm.  So, on at least two separate occasions the disciples are out on the Sea of Galilee when violent waves threaten their lives; one from a storm, another from an earthquake.  In both cases they come unglued, overwhelmed by the experience.
Ironically, somewhat comically, in the midst of these terrifying situations, Jesus sleeps.  There can be no greater disparity.  The fisherman disciples shout for their lives while Jesus sleeps.  What does that tell us about Jesus?  The disciples think it means Jesus does not care about them.  Those who knew Jesus best, who had seen Him heal thousands, forgot all that in their fear.  They think his sleeping showed a lack of concern.  Losing their trust in Him, they shout, “Teacher, don’t you even care that we are going to drown?”

This is a miracle for disciples then and now.  This miracle shows us we still need Jesus even after we decide to follow Him.  Disciples don’t always have it all together.  Disciples doubt and lose faith, particularly in terrifying situations.  Do you who love Jesus sometimes doubt and wonder if He cares about you?  Of course you do.  We all do.  Anytime we get into difficulty that threatens our faith, we begin to doubt and wonder if Jesus will help us.  In such times our faith can falter or firm up, swoon or strengthen.  Will we discover a bigger Jesus than we thought possible?  I like the fact that the disciples honestly expressed their doubts and fears to Jesus.  “Teacher, don’t you even care that we are going to drown?”  That shows me that we can do that too.  “Jesus, don’t you care that about my storm, my trial, my great difficultly that threatens to swamp me, dump me into the raging waters, drown me under the fury of the squall, consume me in the fire, and blow me away in the tempest?  I can’t do this by myself.  I fear for my life.  I am overwhelmed and I need to know You are there and care for me.”
Our faith won’t grow unless we find ourselves in a situation where our faith is not big enough.  If we never face difficulty, only experiencing situations that we know God can handle for us, how will our faith grow?  To grow stronger physically, we must push ourselves; run harder, swim longer or bike a steeper climb.  The extra demand builds greater muscles and lungs.  To grow spiritually, we must face our fears and endure difficulty.  The extra stress builds our faith.  Jesus wants to develop strong disciples; men and women of deep faith and character.  So we must experience storms that stress our faith to grow our faith.  When the Lord places us into situations greater than our ability to handle them, we have nowhere to turn but Jesus.  Then our faith can grow.  The disciples faith grew in the very place they thought they were strong and proficient.  Professional fishermen were brought to the point they thought they would drown.  They were ready to grow in trust in Jesus.
Jesus slept not because He did not care.  He slept because the storm and the quake did not bother Him.  The Master of the storm fears no storm.  The Creator of nature fears not nature.  One who is greater is present, so should some wind or waves disturb His sleep?  Jesus woke up, stood up and took care of the situation.  He told the wind “Be quiet!” and it stopped blowing.  He ordered the waves, “Be still!” and the water became calm.  The Lord of the universe merely spoke and nature obeyed his command.  Jesus demonstrated complete control over the forces of nature and calms the storm.  The disciples were right to ask, “Who is this man, that even the wind and waves obey Him?”  He is more than just a healer.  He is more than just a teacher.  He is the Master of creation.  Jesus asked his disciples, “Why are you so afraid?  Do you still have no faith?”  It was time to grow their faith.
There come times for all – including mature Christians – when we face situations greater than any ability we have to overcome it.  This becomes a time to learn a deeper, total reliance upon God.  I recall key situations in which I wondered how I would make it through and if God cared about me then and there.  One storm situation happened in seminary.  For 6 years I had been working my way through college and then seminary to reach my goal of becoming a pastor.  I felt God’s clear call to minister in a church.  Yet I came to a time when I could no longer pay my tuition and my bills.  I was working 3 jobs and going to school, but that was not enough.  I felt my call and my future crash down around me.  I thought I had to leave seminary due to the overwhelming finances.  I cried out to God for help, thinking I had nowhere else to turn.  God provided for me through wonderful answered prayer through a professor, friends and my church family, and I made it through seminary.  My faith in Jesus grew so much bigger in that time.  Since then I have never worried about finances because I know God provides.

Another time of tempest came at my youngest daughter Sandra’s birth.  The delivery was going very well.  My wife Sue did everything right even in all her pain.  The heart monitor placed on Sandra in the womb showed a steady beat.  Then suddenly the heart beats stopped on the monitor.  Nurses summoned doctors who rushed Sue down the hallway to a surgery room.  I was left alone with all my fears.  Would our baby make it?  Would Sue be all right?  I cried out to Jesus in complete helplessness.  I dedicated Sandra’s little life to the Lord.  Sandra came out just fine and so was Sue.  Ever since, I look at Sandra differently - as God’s gift to me.  I feel that way about all my children.  They are really God’s children, and I just took care of them for a little while.  My faith grew and I rested my children in Jesus from then on.
There have been storms and great difficulties since then in every area of my life: relationships, churches, deaths and disasters.  Jesus has been bigger than all.  Here are three truths to find calm in the midst of the storm.  I remember these three things:
Truth one, Jesus is always with me and He is greater than the storm.  When I face a storm, I look for Jesus.  J. Oswald Sanders said, “Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of God.”  I remember the promise God gave to Joshua.  Joshua had to take over the leadership of God’s people after Moses.  Joshua felt completely inadequate for the job.  He felt overwhelmed by the responsibility.  God knew Joshua’s fears, so He gave him this promise, (Joshua 1:9), “Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous!  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.”  In the midst of our fears, we must remember we are never alone.  We find strength in the Almighty God who stands with us.  We discover courage in the King of kings beside us.  There were some bullies who used to taunt me at school.  Then I became good friends with Tommie, the biggest kid at school.  When I walked around with him, those bullies never bothered me.  When we walk with Jesus, we have nothing to fear.
Truth two, you will reach your destination through the storm.  When I face a difficulty, I know that it will not keep me from going to the place Jesus wants me to go.  The Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 1:6, “being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Underline the word confident.  The word confident literally is two Greek words put together – ‘con’ meaning with and ‘fideo’ meaning faith - with faith.  I own a sea kayak that I usually take out on calm waters.  On a few occasions, I braved some choppy waters and bigger swells.  If I see even bigger waves, I don’t go out in my little boat.  On a cruise boat once, we sailed through a storm.  The waves crashed around us and the boat lurched up and down.  Yet, since it was such a big boat, I had confidence that we would make it through the storm to our destination.  Sure enough, the port came into view and we entered the calm waters.  Jesus promises to carry us to the day of completion.  He began the work of faith in us, continues it through this life, and completes it when we enter into his eternal Kingdom.
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39 expresses this so clearly, “If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son, but gave Him up for us all—how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?  Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?  It is God who justifies.  Who is he that condemns?  Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Nothing can keep us from Jesus.  Nothing can keep us from our destination with Jesus.
Truth three: Your faith will grow in the storm.  James writes, (1:2-4) “Consider it pure joy, my brothers (and sisters), whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.”
When you know Christ is with you, that you will make it through and that it is for your good, you can enjoy the ride!  I grew up with Disneyland almost in my backyard.  I could watch the fireworks every night from my bedroom window.  Disneyland became my local park as we went there often.  My friend’s father worked there, so we got in free anytime we wanted.  I remember the first time I rode the Matterhorn.  What a thrill.  When my children were tall enough, I took them to ride the Matterhorn.  Because I was so excited to ride it, my children were excited too.  They had some trepidation at first, but my joy gave them the courage to ride on the Matterhorn.  I held them one at a time in front of me in the bobsled.  Then, as we began to pick up speed and whip around the corners, I yelled with glee.  They yelled too.  What might have been terrifying for them became fun.  They all wanted to ride it over and over again.  Soon I did not have to ride it with them for them to enjoy it.
When we know the Lord is with us in the storm – when we know we will make it through the storm with Him – when we know that our faith will grow through the storm and that in turn will make us more mature followers of Jesus, than we look at storms differently.  They become something to enjoy.  I face many trials and difficulties differently now than I used to face them.  Where I used to have fear, now I have faith.  Where I used to have doubts, now I have truth.  Where I used to wonder if the Lord cared for me, now I am curious how the Lord will help me and bless me through the storm.  I look at storms differently.  Now I look for the silver lining.  Now I look for the pot of gold at the end of the rainbow.  You can’t have rainbows without the storms.  The rainbow symbolizes God’s greater grace and power to us all.
When we have Christ, we discover the calm in the midst of any storm.  What are you afraid of?  In what situations of life do you feel like the wind and the waves of disaster will sink you?  What storms threaten to drown you?  Are you ready for your faith in Jesus to grow through them all?

Let us pray: I don’t know what storms threaten those here today Lord.  I do know some of them involve crumbling relationships, dangerous decisions, personal heart ache, financial setbacks, and uncertain futures.  We look together in the storms to You Lord.  Bring Your peace to our troubled waters.  Bring Your calm to our wind tossed lives.  Help our faith to grow.  I pray for each person here to be honest with You now Lord.  Help them to tell You their fears.  Help them to share with You their doubts.  And then Lord we pray that You will demonstrate clearly Your power over our difficulties.  We are learning to trust in You in every situation.  Amen.
