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September 21, 2008
“Finding Peace Amidst Chaos”
Mark 5:1-20
“The Presence of the Future: Experience Life in a Greater Dimension Today!”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark
(All Bible verses are New International Version unless otherwise noted.)

Let’s be honest, this has been a frightening financial week with the huge swings and uncertainty in the stock market, mutual funds and the insurance and banking industries.  Will we keep any savings?  Will we be left penniless?  Is this a return to a time like the Great Depression?  On a global scale, we live in a scary world of upheaval, terrorism and seemingly out of control evil forces that threaten to upend our lives.  Who is in control of this world?  Should we fear evil and chaos?  Where is our hope?
Last Sunday we spoke about how Jesus brought calm to the raging wind and waters as He is Master of the storms.  We discovered that we find calm in Him no matter what difficulty we face.  After Jesus calmed the storm, He arrived with his disciples at the other side of the Sea of Galilee.  As soon as they got out of the boat, they faced a terror of another kind.  A man with a host of demons rushed up to Jesus.  Today, we will hear how Jesus brings peace in the midst of chaos.  (Mark 5:1-5)
1They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes.  2When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet Him.  3This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain.  4For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet.  No one was strong enough to subdue him.  5Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.
Just as the storm that threatened the disciples exceeded any storm they faced before, so the terror they now faced exceeded any terror they had previously experienced.  The man running toward them represented evil alive as an extreme case of demonic possession.  Consider his description.  Possessed by an evil spirit, he lived in a cemetery among tombs.  When anyone tried to bind him to keep him from harming himself or others, he tore off his restraining chains and shackles.  His strength overpowered any that tried to subdue him.  Howling night and day like a wild animal, he abused and cut himself with stones.  Anyone would have a hard time thinking him human, but they only begin to see the deeper terror within him.  The disciples discovered he had, not one, but a host of evil spirits in him – a legion.  (Mark 5:6-13)
6When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him.  7He shouted at the top of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?  Swear to God that you won’t torture me!”  8For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you evil spirit!”  9Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”  “My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.”  10And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.  11A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside.  12The demons begged Jesus, “Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them.”  13He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs.  The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned.
Consider this man’s torturous existence.  A Roman legion consisted of around 5000 men.  This man lived under the duress of a huge number of demonic forces.  No wonder he had superhuman strength that wrecked havoc wherever he went.  No wonder he tried to destroy himself to be rid of these evil spirits.  Notice that these spirits recognize Jesus immediately as the Son of God.  While humans may have a hard time identifying Jesus, spirits see clearly.  They recognize His authority over them.  They cry out afraid of him, not Jesus afraid of them.  Contrary to popular opinion that the force of good equals the force of evil, this will not be an even match.  God reigns over all including evil spirits.  The evil spirits beg Jesus not to torture them or send them away.  Jesus would have none of their begging.  He will free this man of their curse and restore him to his humanity.  However Jesus does grant the demons one of their requests.  He gave them permission to go into a herd of 2000 pigs.  Why did Jesus allow the demons to go into the pigs?  Look at what happened next.  When the thousands of spirits entered into the thousands of pigs, the whole herd rushed frantically into the lake and drowned.  Jesus allowed the demons to enter the pigs to show everyone the destructiveness of evil.  This clear demonstration of Jesus power over evil was great for all except one group, the owners of those pigs.  (Mark 5:14-20)
14Those tending the pigs ran off and reported this in the town and countryside, and the people went out to see what had happened.  15When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid.  16Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man—and told about the pigs as well.  17Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region.  18As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him.  19Jesus did not let him, but said, “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.”  20So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him.  And all the people were amazed.

Here was a huge surprise.  When the people of that region, the pig owners, arrive they find this man who used to terrorize them sitting calmly in his right mind.  We would think they would thank Jesus and hail him as a hero.  Instead they asked Jesus to leave the area.  Maybe they were too afraid of Jesus or maybe they were upset because of their financial loss?  Whatever the reason, they don’t want Jesus around.  However, the man sure did.  He was ready to follow Jesus anywhere.  Jesus demonstrated power over this man’s evil tormentors and brought him peace.  His chaotic world suddenly turned calm.  From then on, he witnessed to all his friends and neighbors about the mercy and freedom Jesus gave to him.
This miracle shows us that even an extreme case of evil was no match for Jesus.  Our Lord, the Son of God, defeated thousands of demons singlehandedly.  It was not a contest, but a rout.  What threatens our mental and spiritual peace?  We need to realize that Jesus is greater than the chaotic world of evil spirits; drugs, cults, fears, psychosis, addictions or anything else around us.  How can we discover the peace that passes understanding in this chaotic world?  Let us recite the evidence that gives us confidence to find peace amidst our chaos.
First and foremost, we remember God’s victory in Jesus over evil in the cross and resurrection.  It looked to everyone, even the disciples, that evil had won, because Jesus was dead after suffering a terrible, torturous death at the hands of unjust, unmerciful men working on behalf of the ruler of darkness.  Then Jesus rose from the dead and left the tomb empty.  The forces of darkness threw their worst at Jesus, yet He rose victorious.  When it seems to us that evil will overcome our world, we must never forget the promise of Easter.  God will triumph.  Light extinguished darkness.  Right vanquished wrong.  Hope defeated despair.  Life overcame death.  Looking back at Jesus’ cross and resurrection, we can look forward to the final Judgment Day when Jesus returns to complete His victory.  In that day, the Lord removes every trace of wrong, wipes away every remnant of evil, and completely eliminates anything or anyone that opposes His greater good.  In that day, Jesus opens the door to His followers to enter into His eternal, magnificent and wonderful kingdom.  We can look back and look forward to see Jesus victory over evil.  In the time in between, we live now by the promises of Jesus to us.  Here are 4 great promises of Jesus we apply to chaos in this current world.

One, Jesus brings freedom from the power of Satan.  Acts 26:17-18 reveals the power of the Gospel truth that Paul shared from God to all people, “I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.”  When we trust our lives in Jesus’ care, we receive the great gift of forgiveness.  We also receive the gifts of freedom from any power of Satan, from any time in darkness, and for a place among the holy ones of God.  That means we don’t have to fear the darkness or the demons around us.  We live today and forever securely in the One who is greater than all others.  We read in 1 John 4:4, “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”
Two, as we submit our daily situations to God, He fills our lives leaving no room for the devil.  James 4:7-8, “Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  Come near to God and He will come near to you.”  The more Christ lives in and through us, the less the devil can stay in our presence and must run away.  The closer we come to God, the closer He can get to us.  God won’t force Himself on anyone, even His own followers, because He is patient and gentle with us.  Yet He does give us many ways to get to know Him better.  Here are three of these ways to get closer to God.  He gives us His truths contained in the Bible to help us know and follow Him.  He gives us a direct communication line to Him in prayer.  (I will be teaching a seminar soon entitled “How to Pray Effectively.”  Please sign up!)  He gives us each other in a church family so we don’t have to be alone, and so we can encourage each other.  “Come near to God and He will come near to you.”
Third, while Satan can’t possess a Christian, the devil can look for ways to destroy us.  1 Peter 5:8 warns us, “Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”  The devil loves to knock down as many Christians as he can.  It is sad to see so many Christian leaders and ministers who have fallen in their moral lives.  They forgot to stay alert against Satan’s attacks.  This happens when we try to handle temptations in our own strength without God’s help.  This happens when we stop trying to live with Jesus in any area of our lives.  All it takes is one situation where we decide we know better than Jesus what to do.  In that moment, a hole opens in our lives for Satan to start division and destruction.  Many fortified cities fell to their enemies because their watch guard fell asleep.  So we must stay alert together against the attacks of our enemy the devil.
Fourth, although we will often be tempted, temptations do not control our lives when we follow Jesus.  Many Christians think that they have no power to overcome temptations.  This is not the truth promised by God.  We have the power and the way out of temptations when we look to Jesus in the midst of them.  1 Corinthians 10:13 reads, “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”
In Greek mythology, when the sirens on the rocks sang beautifully to the sailors on the ships, they had to listen and were drawn to be wrecked on the rocks.  Ulysses overcame this temptation by stopping the ears of his sailors with wax, and had himself bound to the mast by his men.  He went crazy during the singing, wanting to join the sirens, but the ship made it past the rocks.  Another famous Greek hero sailed past the sirens a better way.  He found a person with a more beautiful voice than the sirens to sing on his boat.  The men listened only to that better voice, and paid no attention to the dangerous sirens.  Too often we face temptations like Ulysses, enticed by the false yet sweet sound of the tempter’s voice.  We give in helplessly to that false sweetness.  We face temptations successfully by the better way of listening to the more beautiful voice of our Lord’s Spirit.  When we draw close to Jesus through worship, prayer, His Bible truth, great fellowship of brothers and sisters in Christ and walking in His Holy Spirit, the temptations lose their power over us because we only desire the sweeter good of our Lord.

What great temptations do you face: greed, selfishness, lust, envy, gluttony, pride or vanity?  What evils threaten to possess you?  Jesus triumphs over all evils and temptations.  Our greater God promises that our temptations are not unique to us, that He faithfully won’t give us a temptation we can’t overcome, and that He will provide the way out of any temptation we face.  What do we do?  Our part of the bargain requires us to follow Jesus out of the temptations.  Our faith in Jesus calls us to see Him as greater than the evil we face, more powerful than the terrors that surround us.  He brings to us His peace amidst our chaos.
Who is in control of this world?  Jesus Christ.  Should we fear evil and chaos?  No.  Where is our hope?  Our hope is in our Lord Jesus Christ who demonstrated clearly His victory over all evil that threatens us.  Listen again to this promise that comes to us directly from Jesus (John 10:27-28), “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand.”
Let us pray: Lord Jesus, You demonstrated that this man who was filled with many demons could find peace in You.  We face many evils in our world.  We face terrible temptations that seem too great for us to overcome.  Help us to see Your victory and power for us.  Help us to follow Your sweeter voice out of temptation.  Bring Your peace amidst our chaos.  We praise You Lord for being our Savior yesterday, today and forever.  Amen.
