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October 12, 2008
“How Can I Touch Jesus?”
Mark 5:21-34
“The Presence of the Future: Experience Life in a Greater Dimension Today!”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark
(All Bible verses are New International Version unless otherwise noted.)

I hope you have been enjoying this message series on how we can experience life in a greater dimension today.  Through Jesus’ miracles we see the presence of our amazing future.  Our wonderful Lord reveals to us how He leads us into abundant life.
· When Jesus changed water into wine, we saw how Jesus wants us to enjoy life in Him.

· When Jesus healed the man with leprosy, we found the God who heals our whole lives: physical, emotional, social and spiritual.

· When Jesus healed the paralyzed man, He also brought the cleansing of forgiveness so that we would not be paralyzed in our failings.

· When Jesus healed the man’s hand on the Sabbath, we discovered that God does not bind us in legalisms, but frees us to meaningful life.
Now we are in the midst of examining four consecutive miracles in which Jesus overcomes the terrible calamities we face in life - natural disaster, demonic terrorism, extended suffering and death itself.  We learn through these victories how Jesus brings us calm in the storm, peace in chaos, an end to suffering, and resurrection over death.
Let’s look at how Jesus overcomes extended suffering in Mark 5:21-34;
21When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered around him while he was by the lake.  22Then one of the synagogue rulers, named Jairus, came there.  Seeing Jesus, he fell at his feet 23and pleaded earnestly with him, “My little daughter is dying.  Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.”  24So Jesus went with him.

A large crowd followed and pressed around him.  25And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years.  26She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse.  27When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 28because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.

30At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him.  He turned around in the crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

31“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, ‘Who touched me?’”

32But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it.  33Then the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth.  34He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go in peace and be freed from your suffering.”

Jesus urgently hurried on his way to help a high Jewish official whose daughter was dying.  By this time, Jesus could not go anywhere without drawing a large crowd.  This crowd massed all around Jesus, pressing in on every side of him.  His disciples tried to help him move through all the people.  They also knew the urgency of this life or death mission.
In the midst of the crowd, a woman reached out to touch Jesus’ robe, hoping that would be enough to heal her.  Who was this woman?  We don’t know her name, but we do know her faith amazed Jesus.  For 12 years she experienced a hemorrhage of her blood.  She suffered further injury at the hands of many doctors who took all her money, but gave her no relief.  12 years of failure!  Think of all the strange treatments and diets they would have proscribed.  Think of all hopes dashed with each successive relapse.  The bleeding grew worse, not better; sapping her strength and resources.  But she would not give up.  She did not lack faith.  How many times had others told her she did not pray hard enough or trust God enough?  How many told her she was being punished by God to suffer so much?  How many told her God no longer cared about her, that she was a hopeless case, discarded and forgotten by God?  Yet, she still believed in spite of all her suffering.
Then she heard about Jesus and his miracles.  She believed if she could get to Jesus, He could heal her.  But when she found Jesus, He was rushing along to help a dying child.  He seemed inaccessible as the crowd barred her way to Him.  She would not be denied.  If she could not gain an audience with Jesus, she thought if she could just touch his cloak, she would be healed.  She positioned herself strategically, pushed through the crowd, stretched out her hand, touched his clothes, and instantly felt better as her bleeding stopped.  She was healed.  This woman demonstrated a courageous, persistent faith.  She defined faith!  Faith is the willingness to act upon what we believe.  If we believe something, but never act upon that belief, that is not faith.  If we are all talk, with no action, we don’t believe.  This woman acted on her belief.  Do we act on our faith?  Do we truly believe Jesus can help us in the midst of our difficulty and suffering?  If so, we will seek Him out.  We will do all we can, in spite of the obstacles, to reach out to Him for help.
This woman’s faith amazes us and this healing by itself amazes us.  This woman simply touched Jesus’ clothes and she experienced healing.  It seems that even Jesus’ clothes contain healing strength.  Now, I am glad for what happened next.  Jesus stopped in the midst of the crowd.  Although He was on an urgent mission, He takes time out for something very important.  In the midst of all the hustle and bustle, the jostling and bumping, Jesus asked who touched his clothes.  Jesus felt the healing power go out from Him and stopped the whole procession.  Jesus’ Disciples almost rebel as they are incredulous at his remark.  They made a big point of telling Jesus that all sorts of people have been touching and grabbing at Him.  The Disciples never cease to amaze me.  Over and over they act like they know more than Jesus what is right for Him to do.  And yet, over and over they learn they have no idea of what really happened.  We must watch out that we don’t think we know more than Jesus what is best.  That is a common mistake disciples then and now make.  Anyway, the Disciples wanted to hurry Jesus on to help the dying little girl, not to stop and find out who touched Him.  Jesus will have none of this.  Jesus knew the difference between crowding touch and faithful touch.  He knew an important healing took place.  He stops everything to seek out the one who touched him with such amazing faith.  Why does Jesus stop?  There are many great lessons for us to learn here.
First, Jesus shows us a very important principle for those who follow God’s direction.  When you are doing God’s work, be ready for the interruptions from God!  Jesus knew that someone had real faith.  He knew that His Father had been at work in this life to bring about a miracle.  He stopped to celebrate that faith miracle sent from the Father.  Be ready to discover what God is doing all around you.  We may think we know what God is doing and rush and keep focused to get that task done.  Then comes a knock on our office door, or a child asks us for help, or someone calls on us in need.  We often dismiss these interruptions to keep on doing the task at hand.  But, by doing so, we may miss something wonderful from God.  I have discovered that God often works in the interruptions of life.  The interruptions are God’s way of surprising us, grabbing our attention and helping us to look at what really matters.  We miss out on life around us when we wear blinders.  One day a man knocked on my office door.  This day was supposed to be my study day to prepare my sermon for that Sunday.  People were not supposed to knock on my door on my study day.  Yet when I went to answer the door, I discovered a wonderful joy in this man.  I had never met him before and he had never attended our church.  I asked him what he wanted and he told me that he wanted to know how to become a Christian.  I told him I was busy and he needed to come back…  No, I did not say that.  I asked him to come right in and I shared God’s love in Jesus Christ with him.  I had the great joy of his entering into God’s family.  Be ready to look for God in the interruptions of each day.
Second, Jesus stops because He wants to know this wonderful person of faith, this child of God.  Faith is the strongest action of a human being.  Where faith comes in, Jesus follows.  Faith opens our lives to the work of God.  Jesus must stop to affirm her faith.  I love what Dale Bruner wrote, (The Christbook, pg. 345)  “(Jesus) gives the credit to her faith because He wants her to know that in her faith in Jesus she has perpetually within herself the connecting-link to Him; in faith she has Jesus’ ‘number’.  Faith is a portable Jesus receiver.  Jesus is present wherever there is faith in Him.”  Jesus shows us that God desires to find people of faith.  When pent up water finds an opening, it rushes through it.  When God finds faith, He pours His amazing power and love through our lives.  Jesus stopped because of her faith, her ‘Jesus receiver.’  He wanted to know this amazing, faithful child of God.  He must affirm of her faith.  In this action, Jesus signals to all his followers that He affirms any action we take in faith.  He values our courage to live in trust in Him every day.
Third, Jesus stopped and made the woman come forward because there are no faces in the crowd to Jesus.  He wanted her to know she was important to Him personally.  She was not just a number in the multitude.  She was a person He wanted to know individually.  Jesus must not let her slip away unnoticed.  She was a daughter of God and must be recognized.  She is valued!  Jesus wants ‘face to face’ time with her.

The deepest longing of every human being is to know God.  We yearn to see God’s face and talk with Him personally.  Seeing God’s face means having a personal relationship with God.  In the Bible, when God causes his face to shine upon anyone, that person receives His salvation, grace, mercy, peace, and the good fortune of being in God’s fellowship.  Those whom God turns away from lose these benefits.  You don’t want God to turn His face away from you.  You want to see God’s face.  This was and is why people in religions around the world make idols.  They are trying to imagine God.  However, God prohibited idols for that very reason – we are to seek Him, not a human made image.  We want to know God personally and God wants to know us personally.

The highest desire of all is to see God’s glorious (shekinah) face, which means to enjoy a secured and personal place with God; not knowing his wrath and eternal punishment, but knowing his grace and kindness forever.  Moses was the Old Testament’s greatest example of one who talked to God personally.  We hear in Exodus 33:11, “Inside the Tent of Meeting, the LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend.”  That would be so fantastic.  I would like to have a Tent of Meeting where I could talk to God personally.  Moses desired more of God.  He wanted to see God’s glory, so He asked God if that was possible.  Moses could talk to God personally, but to see God’s in his full glory was a request that asked a lot more than Moses realized.  God explained to Moses in Exodus 33:20, “But you may not look directly at my face, for no one may see me and live.”  We can’t look at the sun directly without blinding our eyes.  God is more brilliant than the sun.  God tried to grant Moses his request.  Moses went up on a high mountain.  God hid him in a rock crevice to shield Moses from the intensity of God’s glory.  God put his hand over Moses’ eyes so that Moses could not see.  In no way did God want Moses to be hurt.  God passed in front of Moses in all his glory.  When there was just a tiny bit of God’s glory to see, all that Moses could handle, God removed his hand from Moses’ eyes so Moses could see.  Moses saw this small part of God’s receding back and even this overwhelmed him.  That was all this most amazing man of faith could see of God, just a bit of God’s back.  No one ever saw any more of God’s glory than Moses.
That was true until Jesus came along.  Jesus shows us God.  When we see Jesus, we see God.  Jesus is the visible image of the invisible God.  Col. 1:15, “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.”  Listen to Hebrews 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful Word.”  If we want to see God, we can – we can look at Jesus.  We can see how God acts and thinks about us when we watch Jesus.  This woman met Jesus face to face.  She heard Him affirm her faith.  She was healed and her suffering was over.  She was made whole.  And most important of all, she saw God face to face and received His blessing!
Why did Jesus stop the crowd and make the woman come forward?  Because confession is good for the soul.  Jesus power cured her body of its physical malady, but the woman’s faith in Jesus saved her for eternity.  By coming forward to meet Jesus personally, this woman discovered that she was not only healed, she was welcomed into the eternal family of God.  Our faith declares publically our place in God’s family.  Our faith opens the door for God to pour his blessings upon us.  We can receive those blessings every day as we seek God’s face.  We find God in Jesus today through our faith.  Here is a faith promise so we can see Jesus in our lives today from 2 Corinthians 4:6,“For God, who said, ‘Let there be light in the darkness,’ has made this light shine in our hearts so we could know the glory of God that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ.”  And here is a promise from God that we will see his face in full for tomorrow from Revelation 22:3-4, “For the throne of God and of the Lamb will be there, and his servants will worship Him.  And they will see his face, and his name will be written on their foreheads.”

I have some questions for you to think about today and for the rest of this week:

· Have you been struggling with something for years that you wonder if you will ever be healed or cleansed?  If so, does this encounter encourage you to take it to Jesus for healing?
· Do you sometimes feel lost in the crowd?  Do you want to know God personally?
I will be happy to pray for you if you want to know God personally or if you want to bring something to God for healing that you have suffered with for a long time.  And let us pray now for God’s blessings to flow freely through our faith.

Most gracious Lord Jesus, thank You for revealing God to us in all Your glory and compassion.  You want us to know You personally.  May each of us seek Your face.  You want to pour Your power into our lives.  May each of us like this woman courageously trust that You heal and free us from our suffering and burdens.  May we overcome every obstacle.  Empower each of us to boldly confess our faith in You.  Use us to be examples of faith in the midst of these troubled times.  Amen.
