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October 19, 2008
“The Power of Our Resurrection Today”
Mark 5:35-43
“The Presence of the Future: Experience Life in a Greater Dimension Today!”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark
(All Bible verses are New International Version unless otherwise noted.)

What emotions do you feel at a funeral service?  In my profession I have been to many funeral and memorial services.  I discovered early on that people at funerals generally react in one of three ways; they weep hopelessly, stoically endure them, or have a time of healthy grieving in Christ.  Deaths of children, teens and young adults bring out the strongest reactions.  We don’t expect young people to die, yet every year we face these deaths.  One website (mydeathspace.com) lists deaths of young adults who used to post on myspace.com.  Here are some of the recent listings:

· 14 yr. male was shot and killed by his grandfather in a hunting accident.
· 14 yr. female was killed when the car she was in collided with an SUV.
· 17 yr. female died after huffing butane from a container used to refill cigarette lighters.
· 18 yr. male died after he stepped in front of a car on the interstate while intoxicated.
· 18 yr. male was killed in a car accident and his friend was charge with DWI.
· 27 yr. male fell from a hotel balcony to his death.
· 18 yr. female died from a heroin overdose in the bathtub of a suspected drug house.
· 14 yr. male died after he was hit by a drunk driver while skateboarding.
· 16 yr. male was crushed to death by a tractor while working at his father's marine service.
One of my nephews, aged 26, died just a month ago when he drowned kayaking on a river that was flooding.  He was a bright, intelligent, extremely likable young man.  We miss him a lot.  We just don’t expect these deaths and they hit us pretty hard.  How do you feel at such times?
What happened when Jesus attended funerals?  Did He feel hopeless, helpless or heart-broken?  No, to the contrary, Jesus ruined every funeral He attended.  When Jesus showed up at a funeral, a resurrection celebration took place instead.  There are four recorded instances of Jesus breaking up a funeral.  Let’s look at them.
First was a widow’s son’s funeral recorded in Luke 7:11-15, Soon afterward, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a large crowd went along with Him.  As He approached the town gate, a dead person was being carried out—the only son of his mother, and she was a widow.  And a large crowd from the town was with her.  When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and He said, "Don't cry."  Then He went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still.  He said, "Young man, I say to you, get up!"  The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his mother.

Jesus had no previous association with this family.  He was just walking through the town when He came upon the funeral procession.  Seeing the widow whose son had died, Jesus felt compassion for her sadness, so He did something about her tragedy.  Jesus walked over, stopped the funeral procession, called the young man to get up and resurrected her son.  When Jesus commands, even the dead obey.  We are told in the next verse that the people were filled with awe.  Well, no wonder!  Watching this miracle would have knocked me to my knees if I were there to see it.  We read the Bible and forget that these were real people who experienced these miracles.  We lose our amazement, but we should not be so dulled to this today.  At the next funeral or memorial service you attend, I want you to imagine how everyone would react if Jesus walked in and told the person who died to get up!
The second funeral Jesus ruined was that of a Jewish synagogue official’s daughter.  We met Jairus, the synagogue official, last week.  He found Jesus and begged Him to hurry to his house and heal his daughter who was near death.  On the way, Jesus encountered the woman who had been bleeding for 12 years.  She touched Jesus’ cloak and was healed.  Jesus stopped the crowd and spent time with this woman proclaiming her a daughter of God.  Meanwhile Jairus was growing increasingly worried.  Let’s pick up the narrative in Mark 5:35-36.

35While Jesus was still speaking, some men came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler.  “Your daughter is dead,” they said.  “Why bother the teacher any more?”  36Ignoring what they said, Jesus told the synagogue ruler, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”

Jesus reassured Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  That is hard for a parent to do.  I have had some scary moments with my children.  Just last week we talked to our son Ben in South Africa.  He told us that on his day off from caring for the children at the Christian orphanage, he went to the beach to go swimming with friends.  He went out further than the others and suddenly found himself being pulled out to sea in a rip-current.  He fought it for a while then remembered not to swim against the current but to the side of it.  Once out of the current, he had a long swim back to shore but was very tired.  He told us how scary that was for him.  Listening to this did not make me feel very good either.  I am glad he lived to tell me about it afterward.  It would have been possible for that call to have come from a friend telling me how Ben died.  Sometimes the only way to be a parent is to believe and trust the Lord.  We would always be afraid unless we knew the Lord was in charge.  Jesus reassured Jairus, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.”  All parents need to hear and do that too.
Listen to what happened next: 37He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James.  38When they came to the home of the synagogue ruler, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and wailing loudly.  39He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing?  The child is not dead but asleep.”  40But they laughed at Him.

How does God view death?  When we want to know how God thinks about anything, we listen to Jesus.  Jesus emphasized the girl was not dead but slept.  To the people she was dead, deceased, finished, went to meet her Maker, expired, bereft of life, resting in peace, gone forever!  (Sounds like a Monty Python skit.)  So they thought Jesus crazy and laughed at Him.  To Jesus, she was just sleeping.  When God, the Author of life, Creator of all things, and the Source of all life meets a young girl just dead, that is but sleep.  In fact, when we view all our lives and deaths, and all the lives and deaths of all the people who have ever lived, live now or will ever live, in God’s perspective and power, death is not ultimate, but a time of sleep.  Do we believe that?  Do we have that perspective?  I know many people who think God is powerless over death.  How hopeless.  I feel sorry for them.  They have not examined the facts about when Jesus confronted death.  Let’s hear what happened;
After He put them all out, He took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with Him, and went in where the child was.  41He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha koum!” (which means, “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”).  42Immediately the girl stood up and walked around (she was twelve years old).  At this they were completely astonished.  43He gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat.

Simple fact – Jesus raised this young girl to live again.  Jesus was greater than death again.  She really did sleep for a while, then woke back up to a new day with her father and mother.
The third funeral Jesus attended was of his good friend Lazarus as recorded in John 11.  To make sure that everyone got the point of his power over death, Jesus waited to go to Lazarus’ funeral until after he had been dead in a cold, dark tomb for four days.  Lazarus’ sister Martha gladly welcomed Jesus to the funeral, but also quietly expressed her disappointment in Him.  She told Jesus that if He had been there earlier, Lazarus would not have died.  Jesus told her this in return (John 11:25-26), "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?"
Martha wanted to believe, but when Jesus went to the tomb and called out to Lazarus, she remarked that Lazarus will not smell well after four days of death.  Even those closest to Jesus had a hard time seeing who He really was.  As much as Martha wanted to believe, death seemed the greater power over Jesus.  Four days of death did not matter to Jesus, nor do four, forty or four hundred years.  Jesus called to Lazarus and he walked out of the tomb alive after four days of death.  Jesus question to Martha is the same question He asks of us today.  Will we believe in Jesus’ power over death?

The final funeral Jesus ruined was his own.  The terrible cross could not keep Jesus dead.  The cold, dark, empty tomb could not hold Jesus.  God the Father raised Him up to life to show Jesus’ victory over sin, evil and death.  He walked again amongst his disciples.  Jesus appeared to over 500 eyewitnesses.  They touched his scarred hands, feet and side.  He ate with them, laughed with them, and taught them for forty more days until He rose up to heaven to be with his Father.  Whenever Jesus attended a funeral, most importantly his own, He changed it into a resurrection celebration.
How should we view death?  C.S. Lewis wrote, (Letters to an American Lady, p. 84) “There are only three things we can do about death: to desire it, to fear it, or to ignore it.”
Last May, Christian recording artist Steven Curtis Chapman and his family suffered a devastating loss.  His five-year-old adopted daughter Maria, was struck and killed when Chapman's seventeen-year-old son was backing his SUV out of the family's driveway.  After much prayer and counsel, Chapman recently returned to touring.  At his concert this July 24, 2008, Chapman opened with "Blessed Be Your Name" just two months after the death of his 5-year-old daughter.  "Blessed Be Your Name" was also the first song Chapman sang May 21, the day of Maria's death, when he wasn't sure he'd ever be able to sing again.  Inspired by the story of Job, at one point the lyrics repeat, "He gives and takes away."  "As I sang this song … it wasn't a song, it was a cry, a scream, a prayer," Chapman explained to the audience of nearly 5,000.  "I found an amazing comfort and peace that surpasses all understanding."

Chapman also shared that after Maria's death, he'd reconsidered the words to all his songs and whether he could still sing—and believe—them.  Instead, losing his little girl brought the meaning of some of those songs into sharper focus.  One example was "Yours," which addresses how everything in the world belongs to God.  "In this song, in particular, I had to come to a new realization," he said.  "There's not an inch of creation that God doesn't look at and say 'all of that's mine.'"  As a result of that realization in conjunction with Maria's death, Chapman added a new verse to "Yours":

I've walked the valley of death's shadow so deep and dark that I could barely breathe.

I've had to let go of more than I could bear and I've questioned everything that I believe.

Still even here in this great darkness a comfort and a hope comes breaking through

as I can say in life or death, God we belong to you.

How should we view death as followers of this amazing Resurrection Lord?

First, understand that eternal life begins the day we believe!  We cross over from death to life by our faith in Jesus.  Jesus said, (John 5:24) “I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”
Therefore, two, we must put aside the things that lead to death and live in the power of the resurrection life of Christ!  Romans 6:8-11, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with Him.  For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, He cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over Him.  The death He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life He lives, He lives to God.  In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
Third, we look forward to living for Christ and even look forward to dying in Christ.  The Apostle Paul wrote in Philippians 1:21, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.”
In January 2000, leaders of Charlotte, North Carolina, invited Billy Graham to a luncheon.  Billy initially hesitated to accept the invitation because he struggles with Parkinson's disease.  But the Charlotte leaders said, "We don't expect a major address.  Just come and let us honor you."  So he agreed.  After wonderful things were said about him, Graham stepped up, looked at the crowd, and said, "I'm reminded today of Albert Einstein, the great physicist who this month has been honored by Time magazine as the Man of the Century.  Einstein was once traveling from Princeton on a train when the conductor came down the aisle, punching the tickets of each passenger.  When he came to Einstein, Einstein reached in his vest pocket.  He couldn't find his ticket, so he reached in his other pocket.  It wasn't there, so he looked in his briefcase but couldn't find it.  Then he looked in the seat by him.  He couldn't find it.  The conductor said, 'Dr. Einstein, I know who you are.  We all know who you are.  I'm sure you bought a ticket.  Don't worry about it.'  Einstein nodded appreciatively.  The conductor continued down the aisle punching tickets.  As he was ready to move to the next car, he turned around and saw the great physicist down on his hands and knees looking under his seat for his ticket.  The conductor rushed back and said, 'Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein, don't worry.  I know who you are.  No problem.  You don't need a ticket.  I'm sure you bought one.'  Einstein looked at him and said, 'Young man, I too know who I am.  What I don't know is where I'm going.'"
Billy Graham continued, "See the suit I'm wearing?  It's a brand new suit.  My wife, my children, and my grandchildren are telling me I've gotten a little slovenly in my old age.  I used to be a bit more fastidious.  So I went out and bought a new suit for this luncheon and one more occasion.  You know what that occasion is?  This is the suit in which I'll be buried.  But when you hear I'm dead, I don't want you to immediately remember the suit I'm wearing.  I want you to remember this: I not only know who I am, I also know where I'm going."  (John Huffman, "Who Are You, and Where Are You Going?")

Do you know where you are going?  I know where I am going.  I want no tears at my funeral.  I want everyone to be happy for me as I will graduate from the school of life on this earth and move up to the greater life with God.  Look for me in the Temple of the Lord, 3rd pillar down on the right side!  We will gather there and begin our resurrection celebration.
Maybe this excerpt from C.S. Lewis’ Narnia Tales will help you see the great future we look forward to in eternity with Christ.  In The Last Battle, (p.183-184) Aslan speaks to the Pevens children: “There was a real railway accident,” said Aslan softly.  “Your father and mother and all of you are – as you used to call it in the Shadow-Lands – dead.  The term is over: the holidays have begun.  The dream is ended: this is the morning.”  And as He spoke He no longer looked to them like a lion; but the things that began to happen after that were so great and beautiful that I cannot write them.  And for us this is the end of all the stories, and we can most truly say that they all lived happily ever after.  But for them it was only the beginning of the real story.  All their life in this world and their adventures in Narnia had only been the cover and the title page: now at last they were beginning Chapter One of the Great Story, which no one on earth has read: which goes on forever: in which every chapter is better than the one before.”
Now, how do you view death?  Do you know where you are going after death?
