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November 2, 2008
“We Have Enough for God’s Glory”
Mark 6:34-44
“The Presence of the Future: Experience Life in a Greater Dimension Today!”

Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark
(All Bible verses are New International Version unless otherwise noted.)
We have been discovering through Jesus’ miracles how Jesus wants us to live a greater life today and forever.  In recent weeks, we have seen how Jesus defeated many obstacles to greater life by overcoming natural disasters, evil terrorism, long-term suffering, and even death.  Today, watch how Jesus conquers hunger and teaches his disciples some valuable lessons.

Mark 6:34-38, When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, He had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd.  So He began teaching them many things.  35By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to Him.  “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s already very late.  36Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”  37But He answered, “You give them something to eat.”  They said to Him, “That would take eight months of a man’s wages!  Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?”  38“How many loaves do you have?” He asked.  “Go and see.”  When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.”

The Sea of Galilee is a lovely place at which Californians would feel at home.  It is really a lake, not a sea, as the waters are fresh not salty.  The sea has a similar shape and just a little smaller size to Lake Tahoe.  The hillsides surrounding it seem more like Southern California hill country.  There are natural amphitheaters found along the lake shore.

Jesus crossed over this sea by boat, and landed on the North shore, but the people kept following Him by boat or around the shore.  They could not get enough of this amazing healer and teacher.  They sat in huge numbers listening to Jesus teach in these natural amphitheaters.  On this occasion, there were over 5000 men.  The general rule is that you add another 3 women and children to every man counted.  So there were around 20,000 people listening to Jesus that day.

The crowd hungered for Jesus’ teaching so much that they would follow after Him for miles.  He would teach them all day long and they would not grow tired of listening to Him.  He fed them with the Word of God that leads to greater, meaningful life.  The people were starved for leadership, for truth, for knowing right from wrong and how to live with God.  We are starved for leadership again in America today.  Jesus saw the people as sheep without a shepherd.  He came to be the Good Shepherd.  They hurried after Jesus without preparing to be away from home, so they did not have food.  In concern for them, Jesus planned to take care of their physical hunger, just as He did their spiritual hunger.  The disciples were getting hungry too.  So they spoke to Jesus about this problem.  They told Jesus to send the people away so they could get something to eat.
Jesus had something else in mind.  In his compassion for the people, He would not send them away hungry.  So Jesus told his disciples, “You give them something to eat.”  Jesus challenged his disciples to feed the crowd.  The disciples were overwhelmed.  How do you feed 20,000 people?  Their first reaction was to just send them away and not deal with the problem at all.  That is often our first reaction to problems.  We throw our hands up in the air in despair and say, “The problem is too big.  There is no way we can deal with this.”  But that is not the answer Jesus looks for from us.  He wants us to do something about it.  He wants his followers, his Church to be part of the solution, not add to the problem.  So He tells the disciples to feed them.
The disciples still complained.  They looked at the vast crowd and did the math.  The financial types among the disciples crunched the numbers.  They decided it would cost over 8 months wages to feed this crowd.  They responded, “This will cost too much.”  Why does it always get down to economics even for the church today?  We say, “We don’t have enough resources; money, time or talent.  We can’t take on this problem.  Send them away.”  The bottom line for the church is not the bottom line of the world.  The church is not ruled by cash considerations, but by obedience to the command of Lord.  Jesus was not satisfied with their answer, so He asked them another time to feed the crowd.  He began to show them how that could be done.  He told them to go and check their resources, “How many loaves (of bread) do you have?  Go and see.”  The disciples went out and came back with the details.  They could only gather together five loaves of bread and a few fish.  We are told in Matthew that this was one young man’s dinner that he had brought along for just him.  Reality hit the disciples again and defeated them.  What could this singular sack dinner do to feed the thousands?  The disciples flunked Jesus’ test a third time.  They looked at the resources available, then looked at the greater situation, then decided that the resources were overwhelmed by the demand.  “Send them away Jesus.”
Who among us would react differently today in the face of such overwhelming odds?  Who among us could see the way to meet the need?  We too would throw up our hands in defeat.  “Don’t look at us.  We can’t do what you ask Jesus.  Let’s be realistic here, at best we will give you 10% of our yearly wages, about five weeks worth, but not over half our salaries.  And then the crowd will be hungry again tomorrow.  You ask too much Jesus.  Why deplete our resources for one meal for a crowd?  There must be a better way to spend our hard earned money.   Just think of how hard it would be to go and buy all the necessary food at the market so far away; and then to get it all back here.  And imagine how difficult it would be to cook for this crowd.  Have you ever tried to cook for 20,000 people?  That is overwhelming.  No way Jesus, we will follow you, but don’t ask us to do the impossible.”

Yes, we are those same disciples today, feeling overwhelmed by the tasks we already try to accomplish; over-burdened by our responsibilities, and sinking under the weight of everyday situations.  How can Jesus expect us to feed or take care of the thousands around us in need today?  Maybe at Christmas we can help put together some food boxes for those in need, and once or twice a year is enough, and we have done our part.  So with the disciples, we flunk the test.  Jesus tells us to feed the crowd, evangelize our neighbors, care for those in need and we get overwhelmed by seeing the situations instead of the solutions.

39Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass.  40So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties.  41Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, He gave thanks and broke the loaves.  Then He gave them to his disciples to set before the people.  He also divided the two fish among them all.  42They all ate and were satisfied, 43and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish.  44The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.

Jesus puts His plan in motion.  He shows the Disciples what they can do, in spite of their objections.  He tells them to order the crowd and sit them by groups.  In a scene reminiscent of God feeding the people of God with Moses in the wilderness, the Lord feeds the new manna to the crowd.  He takes the few resources they found from the boy, the two fish and five barley loaves.  Barley was the bread of the common people, not the aristocrats.  And there was no Grey Poupon.  No matter to Jesus, He can use whatever people will commit to His hands.
Now Jesus does what only He can do - multiply the loaves and fish.  He thanks God the Father for the food and begins to break it apart.  He hands the pieces to the Disciples to pass out to the people.  The first group of people are glad to be served first because they think only they will get anything to eat.  
Jesus keeps handing out pieces of food.  The second group gets served, the third group, the fourth, fifth, tenth, and the hundredth.  The food keeps being passed around and the people keep eating.  There is enough for seconds.  The disciples had been giving out small portions, miserly hoping it would last.  They began to pass among the people again with more food.  The people keep eating as Jesus keeps breaking the bread and fish.  For the 500O men present there are thirds.  They have not eaten this well in weeks.  Everyone is full, satisfied.  No one can eat any more.  Jesus tells the disciples to pick up the leftovers.  They each come back with a full basket of extra bread and fish.  They place these 12 baskets at the feet of Jesus, bow down and say in awe, “We are not worthy.”

Do you think the disciples got the message Jesus was trying to teach them?  Do you get it?  What was the meaning behind this miracle of feeding the thousands?  There are four lessons here for Jesus’ disciples then and today. 
Lesson One:  We won’t be successful if we say “No” to Jesus.  If we think what Jesus is asking us to do is too hard, we won’t get it done.  We think it is too hard because we try to do what Jesus asks in our own resources and strength.  Jesus is saying to this church, “Go out and change this community for Me.  Share with them the Bread of life.”  And we say, “Lord we can’t do that.  There are so few of us.  We don’t have many resources.  Maybe we can feed a few a day, help a handful, but don’t ask us to do anything more than that.”

Too often in the church we say “No” to the Lord because we say, “I don’t have the time.”  Does this incident sound familiar?  Sue Somebody, Thomas Everybody, Jane Anybody, and Joe Nobody were neighbors, but they were not like you and me.  They were odd people and most difficult to understand.  The way they lived was a shame.  All four belonged to the same church, but you would not have enjoyed worshipping with them.  Tom Everybody went fishing on Sunday or stayed home to visit with friends.  Jane Anybody wanted to worship but was afraid Sue Somebody wouldn’t speak to her.  So guess who went to church—yup—Joe Nobody.  Really, Nobody was the only decent one of the four.  Nobody did the visitation.  Nobody worked on the church building.  Once they needed a Sunday school teacher.  Everybody thought Anybody would do it, and Anybody thought Somebody would do it.  And you know who did it?  That’s exactly right—Nobody!  It happened that a fifth neighbor (an unbeliever) moved into the area.  Everybody thought Somebody should try to win him for Christ.  Anybody could have made an effort.  You probably know who finally won him: Nobody!

The Lord wants to use us for His greater glory!  If we say “No” to Jesus, we will miss out on the great miracle He has planned for us today.  So let’s not say no to Jesus.  It is not a matter of the bottom line, the odds against us or the magnitude of the problem we face.  It is a matter of following Jesus and trusting in Him.  When we don’t trust, we lose out on the wonder of our Lord who overcomes seemingly impossible situations.  There is not a single difficulty we face that is too big for Jesus.  Yes, those difficulties are bigger than we are, but don’t give in to the despair of this world.  We know a greater God, a living Lord, a miracle working Savior.  Say “Yes” to Jesus and watch what He will do in your life.

Lesson Two: Success means saying “Yes” to what Jesus commands us to do.  If Mike Clark says, “Go and feed all your neighbors.” or “Plan 6 worship services each weekend.”  - don’t do it.  I am not the Lord.  But if the Lord says, “Feed your neighbors!”, then we should do it.  We will be successful if we do what Jesus tells us to do.  Why?  Because Jesus always gives the resources needed to get the task done.  The Lord gives us all we need to succeed!  Take stock of what you have to bring glory to God.  Find out what you do have.  What time, talents, and treasures can you gather together?  What sacrifice of your effort, SHAPE of your life, and stewardship of your resources can you bring to the Lord?  Jesus wants His disciples to be successful.  He does not give out impossible tasks to gleefully watch us fail.  He is not a killjoy.  He gives us tasks that can be accomplished, if we follow His direction.  He plans for us to succeed.
Don’t underestimate the resource and power of nobodies placed in the Lord’s hands.  Too often in the church we say “No” to the Lord, because we think, “I am not important.  I am a nobody.”  I was taught that “No matter who you are, someone is looking up to you.”  We may not realize how important we are to someone else’s life.

Chuck Swindoll has a quiz for us to take.  Pull a sheet of scratch paper out of your memory bank and see how well you do with the following questions:

1. Who taught Martin Luther his theology and inspired his translation of the New Testament? 

2. Who was the elderly woman who prayed faithfully for Billy Graham for over twenty years? 

3. Who refreshed the Apostle Paul in that Roman dungeon as he wrote his last letter to Timothy? 

4. Who helped Charles Wesley get underway as a composer of hymns? 

Okay, how did you do?  Before you excuse your inability to answer the questions by calling the quiz “trivia,” better stop and think.  Had it not been for those unknown people - a huge chunk of church history would be missing.  And a lot of lives would have been untouched. 

Nobodies - Jim Elliot, the martyred messenger of the gospel to the Aucas, once called missionaries, “a bunch of nobodies trying to exalt Somebody.”

Lesson Three: Success means placing our lives and resources into the Lord’s hands.  When the Lord gives us the directions, we look for what He has given us to accomplish the task.  We bring our resources to Jesus and then do what He tells us to do with them.  Then we place it into His hands and watch Him multiply the resources.  We then take them back from His hands and put them to work.  The Lord blesses us as we follow Him step by step.  Feed the first group, and go back for more.  Feed the second group, and go back for more.  And so on, until the task is done.  The resources appear as we serve the need.

A great pianist was to give a concert.  The audience gasped when a young child got up on the stage and began to play chopsticks.  They gasped again when the great pianist walked up, sat next to the child and began to improvise a beautiful peace surrounding the boy’s playing.  At the end the audience clapped for both the child and the great pianist.

We offer our humble service to the Lord, and get a huge surprise in what He can do through our efforts.  He miraculously multiplies our offering to serve His higher purpose.
Lesson Four: Nothing is wasted that we place in the Lord’s hands.  Give Jesus five small loaves of bread and two fish and get back twelve full baskets of leftovers.  Give Jesus our resources and get back more treasures than we could ever dream of enjoying.  Don’t underestimate the resources and lives Jesus has given us in this church.  That young man and his dinner would become the resource of one of Jesus’ greatest miracles.  Jesus can use each of us in amazing ways that we never imagined.  He will take our little faith and turn it into a monument of faith to bring glory to God.  Let us never underestimate the power of love placed in the Lord’s hands.  Too often we say “No” to the Lord, because we say, “I am not eloquent.  I can’t sway the masses for Jesus.”  People are not looking for more mass evangelists today.  People are looking for community and people that care today.
Allow me to share with you a “Top Ten List of the Best Acts of Kindness” toward non-churched people.  You don’t need special training or skills to do these things.
10.  Offer to help a neighbor with their yard work. 

9.  Call them; encourage them; tell them you enjoy their company. 

8.  Send them cards on special occasions. 

7.  Invite them for a walk around the neighborhood. 

6.  Cook them something and take it to them. 

5.  Give them a night of babysitting, or watch their older children to let them get away. 

4.  Ask if you can pray for them; then really pray for them. 

3.  Invite them for a meal and accept their invitations to a meal. 

2.  Build trust by asking them to help you with something. 

1.  Invite them to church and introduce them to your friends.

If you will do these things, you can change your neighborhood for Christ.  If we as a church will do these things, we can change our community in Christ’s love.  Have faith and have fun watching how the Lord will multiply our efforts and resources.

How is the Lord is telling us today to feed the crowd?  Here at Church of the Valley we must go beyond being friendly in welcoming to sharing the heart of Christ with those around us.  Continue to invite and then to welcome.  But don’t stop there.  Help people to become integrated into our community of faith in Jesus.  We are transforming lives one person at a time, that can build up exponentially a larger community of faith united in Christ.  In 5 years we could easily be a church with 1000 regular attendees, 5 worship services, a 2 million dollar budget with ½ million dollars each year going to mission work supporting 100 missionaries, meeting untold needs of the hungry around us, and all the youth, children and adult ministries to go with that.  Yet, numbers are not the important thing, we are to serve the Lord and do what He wants us to do.  We follow Jesus one task at a time.  How is Jesus calling us to feed the crowd around us with the spiritual and physical food they are hungering for in the Lord?

We can accomplish this all in the Lord.  How?  Don’t get overwhelmed by the situation.  Don’t look at the bottom line.  Don’t try to solve the situation with just our human resources.  Take it step by step, but step out in faith!  As the Lord leads you, take the resources He gives, and under His command, watch them multiplied to achieve the goal the Lord has set before us.

Questions For Reflection & Discussion:

1. Does Jesus ask His disciples for the impossible?

2. What can we do with our time and resources to better use them to serve the Lord?

3. Where have you seen the Lord take the insignificant and make of it significance?

4. Where might Jesus be asking you to do more for Him?

Unison Prayer!  Gracious Lord, we realize that all we have comes from You in generous love.  Thank You for these blessings and for including us in Your ministry of generosity with others.  We dedicate our lives—talents, treasures and time—to helping others as You have helped us.  May we bring glory to Your name.  Amen.
