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November 30, 2008
“The Kingdom Comes with the King
Luke 17:20-21

Advent 2008 Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

(All Bible verses are New International Version unless otherwise noted.)

A new holiday trend literally turns a traditional Christmas celebration upside down.  You can buy online the “Upside-Down Christmas Tree.”  Standing at 7-feet tall and pre-lit with over 800 commercial grade lights, this technological marvel can be yours for the low price of $599.95.  Why would anyone want an upside-down Christmas tree?  According to the website: "The inverted shape makes it easier to see ornaments, which hang away from the dense needles," while "allowing more room for the accumulation of presents underneath."

Today officially begins the season of Advent.  Are you getting into the holiday mood?  Of course the retailers have been trying to get you to buy Christmas gifts for well over a month now.  I saw the first Christmas ad back in October.  Most of us don’t look forward to all the busyness and hoopla that comes with the Christmas season.  Yet I hope that you look forward to celebrate Christ’s birth, thanking God for the greatest gift we could ever receive.  I want to help you do that today.
Advent prepares us to celebrate the coming of Jesus into our world, not just one time but two times.  We look back and remember with joy when Jesus first came into our world as the Christ Child.  I am not sure you realize that during Advent we also look forward to the triumphant return of Christ, when He will usher in the new age of the eternal Kingdom of God.  We look forward to that time in which there will be no more sorrows, evils, pain, suffering or death.  We look forward to the days of constant joy, complete peace, deep fulfillment and total satisfaction in which every day we will experience the greatness of our eternal God.  Those will be wonderful days.  I look forward to those days, don’t you?
When will that time come?  When will the Kingdom of God come to earth?  We pray for that day every time we pray the Lord’s prayer, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”  Will the kingdom come only after the 2nd coming of Christ, after the end days of this world?  Is there a sense in which we are already experiencing some of the Kingdom of God among us now?
Jesus told his disciples in Mark 9:1, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Kingdom of God come with power.”  That statement causes a problem for some in trusting in Jesus’ telling the truth.  The eternal Kingdom does not seem to have come within the lifetime of those listening to Jesus make that statement.  The world has been turning 2000 years after that statement.  What did Jesus mean?  Let’s examine Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom for clues in the other declarations Jesus made about the Kingdom of God.

According to Jesus, the Kingdom of God seems insignificant at first, but then it grows almost secretly with a great, irrepressible power.  Mark 4:26-29, “Here is another illustration of what the Kingdom of God is like: A farmer planted seeds in a field, and then he went on with his other activities.  As the days went by, the seeds sprouted and grew without the farmer’s help, because the earth produces crops on its own.  First a leaf blade pushes through, then the heads of wheat are formed, and finally the grain ripens.  And as soon as the grain is ready, the farmer comes and harvests it with a sickle.”
How many of you like to garden?  The growth of a plant from a seed amazes me.  You take a small seed, place it into a hole in the ground, cover it up with good soil, and then watch it grow on its own.  Time lapse photography of growing plants dramatically shows this process through speeding it up.  For two years I lived in a house amidst a field of corn in Pennsylvania watching the corn grow from tiny seeds to 8 foot stalks in just a few months.  Here in the desert, the rains we have now in winter germinate seeds lying dormant in the ground.  It won’t be long with enough rain until spring brings lush displays of wildflowers.  On very good years, they cover entire valleys and hillsides, even barren, dry lakebeds.
Jesus tells us the Kingdom of God comes like those wildflowers and rows of corn.  Once Jesus sows the eternal Kingdom, growth will happen, breaking out in areas where we least expect it.  Tiny results show first, then growth multiplies, developing into harvests of God’s goodness.  Jesus tells us this inevitable growing Kingdom rises up and cannot be stopped.  He continues telling us about the Kingdom in Mark 4:30-32, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God?  What story should I use to illustrate it?  It is like a tiny mustard seed.  Though this is one of the smallest of seeds, it grows to become one of the largest of plants, with long branches where birds can come and find shelter.”  The common mustard of Palestine is black mustard.  The mustard seed was the smallest seed known to the Jews of that time.  It takes about 750 mustard seeds to weigh one gram.  From one such small seek can grow a tree to a height of twelve feet.  Birds find shelter in it and people can rest under its shade.  If the Kingdom comes so secretly, yet powerfully, can it be growing already among us, quietly yet powerfully extending its influence upon our lives and our world already?  Has some of the Kingdom already come here on earth as it is in heaven?
Jesus proclaims that the Kingdom of God has already come among us.  Mark 1:15, “The time has come,” He said.  “The Kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news!”  What we often fail to hear is the wonderful news that where the King is, so is the Kingdom.  In Jesus, the Kingdom of God has begun to grow in our world today.  We don’t have to wait until Jesus comes again to experience some of the blessings of his Kingdom.  In Jesus’ first coming to us, we begin to share the results of Kingdom living.  Jesus sent out his disciples to heal with this admonition, Luke 10:9, “Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The Kingdom of God is near you.’”  He explained another sign of the Kingdom’s presence in Matthew 12:28, “But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the Kingdom of God has come upon you.”  And in Luke 7:22 said,   Then He told John’s disciples, “Go back to John and tell him what you have seen and heard--the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, and the Good News is being preached to the poor.”  All these miracles and signs point to the presence of the King of kings, the Lord of Lords.  Where the King is, so is the Kingdom.
One of the Christmas names for Jesus is Emmanuel, which literally means ‘God with us.’  In the first coming of Jesus, God came to live among us; God-in-the-flesh to know our trials, sufferings, difficulties and temptations on this earth.  He came to sympathize, empathize and revitalize our lives.  He did this through establishing a personal relationship with us – God-Man to man and woman, Savior to humans.
The land of Persia was once ruled by a wise and beloved Shah who cared greatly for his people and desired only what was best for them.  One day he disguised himself as a poor man and went to visit the public baths.  The water for the baths was heated by a furnace in the cellar, so the Shah made his way to the dark place to sit with the man who tended the fire.  The two men shared the coarse food, and the Shah befriended him in his loneliness.  Day after day the ruler went to visit the man.  The worker became attached to this stranger because he “came where he was”.  One day the Shah revealed his true identity, and he expected the man to ask him for a gift.  Instead, the man looked long into his leader’s face, and with love and wonder in his voice said, “You left your palace and your glory to sit with me in this dark place, to eat my coarse food, and to care about what happens to me.  On others you may bestow rich gifts, but to me you have given yourself!”

Jesus came to give us Himself!  We have the ruler of the Universe among us.  In Him the benefits of the Kingdom of God have already started to grow among us.  In the second coming of Christ, Jesus will arrive the Exalted One – the God over us in harmonious rule.  The Kingdom will be complete in Him that day, but it has already begun to grow among us as we live in trust in Jesus with our lives.
The Kingdom is already here among the followers of Jesus in Apple Valley.  The Kingdom of God began as a small-scale invasion in a third-world country.  Jesus established its beachhead with a handful of disciples.  They shared Jesus’ love and grace with others, who in turn shared it with many more.  Today the rule of Jesus in the hearts of many disciples spreads throughout the world, number near a billion people.  That is a kingdom power to be reckoned with, one that can greatly infuence communities, regions, countries and our world.  Only the Church of Jesus has the power today to overcome the world’s great problems.  Only the Church of Jesus transforms lives to the greater purpose God intends for all.
This Advent and Christmas season don’t underestimate the power of the Church.  The kingdom is within those who follow Jesus.  Jesus explained this in Luke 17:20-21, The Kingdom of God does not come with your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the Kingdom of God is within you.  The Kingdom is within you – within those who follow Jesus.  The Kingdom grows in our world and our lives to be the source of strength for life.  It starts small, but produces change in our lives, church and community.  Count on Jesus to continue and then complete what He began!  The Kingdom of God does not depend on us, but does include us.  The Kingdom of God is all about Jesus.  Concentrate on Him and watch what happens.

We are so busy rushing around getting ready for Christmas that we miss the point that the Kingdom of God is within us in the Christ child.  British playwright and journalist Sir Barrie James Matthew is best known for his children’s fantasy, Peter Pan.  Matthew liked to tell the story of the small boy who had been given a seat in the author’s box to watch the play.  At the end he was asked which of the bits he liked the best.  The boy replied, “What I think I liked best was tearing up the program and dropping the bits on people’s heads.”  The boy missed the whole wonderful play because he was dropping bits of paper on people’s heads.  Don’t miss the message of Christmas by wasting your time on foolish things.
A number of years ago a story appeared which told of a man who picked up a beautiful rock from a North Carolina stream bed and used it as his cabin doorstop.  Years later a geologist was hiking in the area.  He stopped at the cabin and noticed the doorstop, which he immediately recognized as a huge lump of gold.  In fact, it proved to be one of the largest gold nuggets ever found east of the Rockies.  We have the Kingdom of God among us and, often, we don’t realize its eternal value.
The Kingdom of God is among us as we live in and for our King.
· He descended that we might ascend  (John 6:38, 14:3). 
· He became poor that we might become rich  (2 Cor. 8:9, Jas. 2:5). 
· He was born that we might be born again  (John 1:14, 3:2,7). 
· He became a servant that we might become sons and daughters  (Phil. 2:7; Gal. 4:6, 7). 
· He had no home that we might have a home in heaven  (Matt. 8:20; John 14:2). 
· He was hungry that we might be fed  (Matt. 4:2; John 6:50). 
· He was thirsty that we might be satisfied  (John 19:26). 
· He was stripped that we might be clothed  (Matt. 27:28; Gal. 3:27). 
· He was forsaken that we might not be forsaken (Matt. 27:26; 28:20). 
· He was sad that we might become glad  (Isa. 53:3; Phil. 4:4). 
· He was bound that we might go free  (Matt. 27:2; John 8:32-36). 
· He was made sin that we might be made righteous  (2 Cor. 5:21). 
· He died that we might live  (John 5:24, 25). 
· He came down that we might be caught up  (1 Thess. 4:16, 17).
Our prayer is for the kingdom and will of God to be here on earth as it is in heaven.  The more we focus on the King, the more we realize our benefits as citizens of the Kingdom.  The more we dedicate our lives to the King, the more we become royal children of God.  Are you ready today to dedicate your lives to Jesus our King in this Christmas Season?  I pray that together we will experience the full wonder and majesty of our great King with us, God with us.  I pray we will honor Him with our lives this Christmas season, and share His gifts with all those around us.
Please pray with me: Lord Jesus, as we begin to prepare to celebrate Your birthday, we dedicate our lives to you in this season of Advent 2008.  You shared with us the greatest gift of all – Your life given for us so we could live with You forever in joy and peace.  Help us to share this gift with all around us.  Empower this church by Your Holy Spirit so we can bring others to share our Christmas joy.  Use every Christmas worship, concert, event and program we offer to bring glory to You Jesus.  Help every person here not only receive Your gift of love in Jesus, but also to share that love with our neighbors and friends.  Lord, we desire to see every event filled to overflowing because we are going to share Your love at every event and direct everyone to You.
Now I ask everyone to pray this prayer with me by repeating it after me:

“Lord Jesus, You are our King.  We praise You for coming into our world.  We thank You for being our Lord and Savior.  Thank You for changing our lives.  We dedicate our lives to You.  We ask that Your Holy Spirit empower us to be your representatives this Christmas.  We love you Lord Jesus.  Amen.”
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