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Better Together 40 Days Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

(All Bible verses are New Living Translation unless otherwise noted.)

Do you remember the old song about how the bones connect to each other?  “The hip bone is connected to the thigh bone.  The thigh bone is connected to the knee bone.  The knee bone is connected to the leg bone.  The leg bone is connected to the ankle bone” - etc.  I am not sure why that was such a popular song, but it does illustrate an important point.  There are 206 bones in the human body.  Every one of them is important, but not one of them can function without the body.  There are 600 muscles in the body - all important, but useless without the body.  There are over 50 billion white blood cells in the body – all vital to fighting off disease, but not one stays alive outside the body.  Many diverse parts form one amazing body.

The Apostle Paul uses this illustration of the Church as a body in I Corinthians 12, and we will look at that today.  We are all part of one body in Christ; effective within the body, ineffective without it.  12The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up only one body.  So it is with the body of Christ.  13Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free.  But we have all been baptized into Christ’s body by one Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit.

As the body has different parts, so does the body of Christ.  Hands, legs, mouths, eyes and ears of the human body equate to many different types of people: ethnic, economic, experience, etc. in the body of Christ.  To paraphrase verse 13 for us today: Some of us are Anglo Saxon, some are Hispanic, some of us are African American, some are employees, some are bosses, some of us are retired, some of us are single, married, widowed, tall, short, etc.  But the next part of that verse does not need to be changed: But we have all been baptized into Christ’s body by one Spirit, and we have all received the same Spirit.
I enjoy living in California for many reasons, one of which is the ethnic diversity we experience every day.  We live in a microcosm of the world, which is something I did not experience growing up.  My friends growing up were all white, Anglo Saxon, and Protestant.  Our children have friends with so many different ethnic backgrounds, including Asian, African American, and Hispanic.  This is a glimpse of what the Kingdom of God will be like.  The first followers of Christ were all olive skinned Jewish people.  Yet Christ wanted to include people from every race and nation.  Jesus sent His disciples to cross every ethnic barrier to make new disciples for Him.  Matthew 28:19, Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  The word translated for nations is actually the Greek word ‘ethne’, from which we get our word ethnic.  Jesus told the disciples to go to all ethnic groups.  People from every ethnic group create the mosaic that becomes the one body of Christ.  We have so many different customs, backgrounds, cultures, etc, but we unite in one body by one Spirit.  This is the true uniting of nations.  We are privileged to live in a time when we can travel throughout the world.  I enjoy personally knowing Christian brothers and sisters from Ecuador, Guatemala, Mexico, Israel, Egypt, Greece, India, Bulgaria, Romania, Argentina, Japan, China, Spain, England, Scotland, and more.  Their diverse perspectives focused on Christ give all of us a greater understanding of how great is our Lord and this life we share in His body.

Let us continue with 1 Corinthians 12,  HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/16" 14Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part.   HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/17" 15If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body.   HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/18" 16And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am only an ear and not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body?   HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/19" 17Suppose the whole body were an eye—then how would you hear?  Or if your whole body were just one big ear, how could you smell anything?

In the body of Christ, we are not independent, but dependent on each other.  How silly to think of the body being one giant ear or a big rolling eyeball.  How ridiculous of any part of the human body to think it is not a part of the bigger body.  So then, why do we think we Christians today can exist by ourselves?  Why do we try so often to be a Church of one or a few?  We get some very strange looking ‘bodies’ that way – a nose connected to an elbow, a toe by itself, a little group consisting of a stomach, a shoulder, a finger and a knee.  The body does not work apart.  The body works together.  Romans 12:4-5, Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body.  We are all parts of his one body, and each of us has different work to do.  And since we are all one body in Christ, we belong to each other, and each of us needs all the others."
Please underline "we belong to each other".  When you join this Church, all of a sudden, you belong to everybody else.  If you don't want to belong to everybody else, don't join our Church because this is what it means to be a member.  It's a commitment to other people.  We are committed to other people because we need each other.

In what the news called "The Miracle at Quecreek," nine miners were trapped for three days 240 feet underground in a water-filled mine shaft back in 2002.  Miraculously, they were rescued alive.  They decided early on they were either going to live or die as a group, that they needed each other to survive.  The 55 degree water they were partially immersed in threatened to kill them slowly by hypothermia.  So according to a news report, "When one would get cold, the other eight would huddle around the person and warm that person, and when another person got cold, the favor was returned."  "Everybody had strong moments," miner Harry B. Mayhugh told reporters after being released from Somerset Hospital.  "But any certain time maybe one guy got down, and then the rest pulled together.  And then that guy would get back up, and maybe someone else would feel a little weaker, but it was a team effort.  That's the only way it could have been."  They faced incredibly hostile conditions together—and they all came out alive together.

We have been so indoctrinated since we were little that we are independent and can survive just fine by our own efforts.  That lie costs us dearly in the loss of life when we suffer and die alone in this world.  Christ is calling us back to the body where we find our place to fully live together.  What difficulty are you experiencing?  Are you trying to face it alone?  What difficult decision do you have to make?  Are you trying to make it by yourself?  You don’t have to be alone.  Come be part of the body of Christ.  1 Corinthians 12:18-20,  HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/20" 18But God made our bodies with many parts, and he has put each part just where he wants it.   HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/21" 19What a strange thing a body would be if it had only one part!   HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/22" 20Yes, there are many parts, but only one body.   HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/23" 21The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.”  The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.”

In the movie “Miracle”, the USA hockey coach Herb Brooks hand selects his players to play key roles on the 1980 Olympic Hockey Team.  They started to skate as all stars from different schools and the team remained divided.  They did not know their roll and they did not know who they skated for.  The coach skillfully, and through a lot of adversity, taught them that when they skated using their unique talents together for the USA, the team became united.  They had to know who they skated for and what their part was to become successful.  They became gold medalists.  Miracles happen when we work together.
The Lord handpicked us to be in this body of Christ.  God decides what part we are in the body of Christ.  God designs each of us with a unique blend of character, talents and abilities.  The Lord leads us through distinct types of experiences.  The Holy Spirit gives us our spiritual gifts.  Though you might try to deny who you are and what you can do well, the Lord designed you for a special ministry in His Church body.  When you discover your ministry, you learn who you minister for and what your part in the body of Christ is, and you also discover you enjoy doing that ministry.  We minister together for Jesus and do our part to succeed for Him.  This in turn brings us joy, fulfillment and success.  This brings us the gold medal of life.  What is your part?  Where do you fit in the body of Christ?  Let us help you find your joyful place of ministry.
A sea captain and his chief engineer were arguing over who was most important to the ship.  To prove their point to each other, they decided to swap places.  The chief engineer ascended to the bridge, and the captain went to the engine room.  Several hours later, the captain suddenly appeared on deck covered with oil and dirt.  "Chief!" he yelled, waving aloft a monkey wrench.  "You have to get down there: I can't make her go!"  "Of course you can't," replied the chief.  "She's aground!"

On this ship, in the body of Christ, we don't compete against each other, we depend on each other.  No one is more important.  We need each other.  Harmony comes when we let Jesus be the Head and we discover our place in the body.  Ephesians 3:15-16, Instead, we will hold to the truth in love, becoming more and more in every way like Christ, who is the head of his body, the Church.  Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly.  As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.

Underline “fitted together perfectly”.  Master stone masons work rocks into beautiful stone walls or fireplaces where every rock is fitted together perfectly.  Bad stone masons build walls with lots of mortar and little rock.  They shove rocks together and fill up all the huge gaps with the cement.  Good stone masons build beautiful walls with rocks of many different sizes and shapes but carefully placed to fit together so well that very little mortar is needed between each rock.  Have you ever marveled at a well fitted fireplace designed by a master stone mason?  The true masters of this art were the ancient Incas.  The stone walls fit so well together that no mortar was needed and a knife blade cannot fit between the stones.

We are at peace when we are placed together perfectly by Jesus in His body.  We are at peace when Jesus leads us, but bicker when everyone tries to lead and others don’t want to follow.  We trust Christ to lead, then we do our part so that all get healthy and grow in this body.  In the body of Christ you benefit and we all benefit when you discover and use the gifts the Lord gave you for ministry.  What are your gifts?  What are your talents?  How can they be used to grow the body of Christ to health and unity?

The Church is a body, not a business.  We are an organism, not an organization.  Therefore at COV, we must function on the basis of spiritual gifts and our God-given SHAPE, not on business concepts.  In other words, whatever you're good at you ought to do in this Church.  If you're good at singing, you ought to be in the music ministry; in the choir or the praise team.  If you're good with children, you ought to be in the children's ministry.  If you're good at organizing, you ought to organize things in the Church.  If you're good with financial figures, you ought to be one of the finance members.  If you're good at working with young people, you ought to work with young people.  If you're good at teaching, you ought to be a teacher.  If you are good at helping others, you ought to be a Deacon.  We are a body.  We each have different gifts according to the grace given to us.  Whatever you're good at, that's what you ought to do in the body of Christ.

Back to 1 Corinthians 12, 22In fact, some of the parts that seem weakest and least important are really the most necessary.  23And the parts we regard as less honorable are those we clothe with the greatest care.  So we carefully protect from the eyes of others those parts that should not be seen, 26If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part is honored, all the parts are glad.
25This makes for harmony among the members, so that all the members care for each other equally.  24while other parts do not require this special care.  So God has put the body together in such a way that extra honor and care are given to those parts that have less dignity.  
In our society today we give some parts of the body so much more prominence than they deserve, yet they are not that important over other parts.  Americans spend billions on hair products, but take it from me; you don’t need hair to have a full life.  Many Americans spend billions more on pills to enhance their sexual lives.  (Don’t those commercials make you sick?  They repulse me.)  They should be spending billions to enhance their spiritual lives for eternity.  We can live without hair, or sex multiple times a week, but we can’t live without our stomachs, livers, hearts and minds.  We need to pay attention to the things that really matter with our bodies and lives together.

Everyone is needed in the body of Christ as every part is distinct and necessary.  We honor everyone and what they do.  There are no prima donnas in the Church.  There are no ministries that are more important than others.  Just because I am the big mouth of this body, that does not make me any more important than the little toe of this body.  The big mouth will cry very loudly when the little toe gets stubbed badly.  Harmony comes when all the members care for each other equally, serve each other equally.  No one draws attention to his or her self, but serves others to lift them up.  When I typed this message, my left hand worked together with my right hand.  They each hit different keys, but they made up the words together.  My right hand is not more important than my left hand.  Do any of you feel that what you do in this Church body is more important than what anyone else does?  I ask you to stop doing that or you will hurt us all.  Does anyone feel less important?  Hear me clearly, we need you.  We suffer together when any one of us suffer.  We are honored together when any one of us is honored.  We work together for Christ and we all share in His glory.

The legendary Iditarod Dog Sled Race celebrates an important event in Alaska history.  On January 21, 1925, the lives of countless people in Nome were at stake.  An epidemic of diphtheria broke out, and the city did not have a sufficient amount of antitoxin.  They telegraphed Fairbanks, Anchorage, Seward, and Juneau, asking for help.  There were 300,000 units of the serum at a hospital in Anchorage, and it was the only serum in the entire state.  The problem was to get it to Nome in the shortest time possible.  With the Bering Sea frozen and no railroad or roads extending to Nome's remote location, dog teams were the only solution.  The hospital packed the 300,000 units in an insulated container and transported them to Nenana on an overnight train.  Once the serum arrived, a 674-mile relay race by dog teams awaited.  Mushers who delivered the mail normally covered that distance in a month.  The first musher took the insulated cylinder of serum 52 miles, where he passed the lifesaving baton to the second musher, who traveled 31 miles.  From musher to musher the relay, all doing the miles they could, continued until a total of 20 dog-sled drivers had cooperated to get the needed medicine to Nome by February 2nd.  The lifesaving serum arrived in only 127 ½ hours due to the cooperative effort of individuals willing to brave the austere Alaskan wilderness, sub-zero temperatures, and blinding blizzards.

We are that cooperative body that works together to save and build up lives for Christ.  We each do our part covering whatever miles we can.  1 Corinthians 12:27,  HYPERLINK "QVB://0/anchor/29" Now all of you together are Christ’s body, and each one of you is a separate and necessary part of it.

The Bible teaches this very clearly.  One day you're going to stand before God and He's going to ask you two questions.  First He's going to say, "What did you do with my Son Jesus Christ?"  And I hope you already know the answer to that one.  "I've given my life to Him.  I've made Him my Lord and Master.  I've committed my life to Christ.  I've accepted Him for salvation."  Then He's going to say, question two, "What did you do with what I gave you?"  You have some talents.  You have some abilities.  You have some spiritual gifts.  You have some natural inclinations, some interests.  Where do you think you got those interests?  God put them in your life.  He didn't give you that talent and ability just to use on yourself.  He meant for you to use it to help other people to make the world a better place.  When you use your talent, your ability, your interest to help other people that's called ministry.  Together as a Church in Jesus Christ, we are the body of Christ.  So what is your part in the body of Christ?
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