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“Joy That Can’t Be Stopped”
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28After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.  29As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them,
30“Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell him, ‘The Lord needs it.’”
32Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them.  33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
34They replied, “The Lord needs it.”  35They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it.
36As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road.  37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:
38“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”
40“I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”
Let’s picture the scene on Palm Sunday as it is recorded here in Luke.  Jesus ascended the long and arduous climb up from Jericho to Jerusalem with his disciples.  They gained over 3000 feet in elevation and walked over 7 miles.  The climb winds up a deep and narrow canyon called the Wadi Qilt.  Coming out of the canyon, the hills of Judah lay before them.  Winding up and around these hills, one last hill separates Jesus from Jerusalem, the Mt. of Olives.  On this hill sits two towns, Bethphage and Bethany.  Jesus sends two of his disciples into one of those towns to find a donkey’s colt.  After walking all these miles, riding will be nice.  Yet Jesus also knows the significance of this colt; a conquering commander rode into a town on a white stallion, while a king coming in peace entered on a colt.  Jesus, the King of kings, came into Jerusalem on a peace mission.  He intends to reconcile people back to God and to each other.  The people recognize immediately the significance of this moment.  As a sign of honor, they cover his path with their robes and coats.  They praised God with great shouts of joy for Jesus’ arrival.

Who were these people?  Some have stated that these were the same people that a few short days later would be calling out that Jesus be crucified.  Not so!  The Palm Sunday, praise crowd was different than the Good Friday, lynching mob.  Look at v. 37.  These were disciples shouting their praise; not just the 12 Disciples, but the hundreds, maybe thousands of followers of Jesus.  Why did the people praise?  For all the miracles they had seen; all the amazing ways Jesus had touched their lives, healing their crippled hands and legs, restoring their sight and hearing, raising them back to life, giving hope and meaning to their lives, and teaching them the wondrous truths about God.  These people had a lot to be joyful about because Jesus, God-in-the-Flesh, was among them.
What did the people praise?  They praised Jesus as “the King coming in the name of the Lord.”  They saw and understood the significance of the colt.  In praise to God they directly quoted from Psalm 118,
25O LORD, save us; O LORD, grant us success.
26Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.  From the house of the LORD we bless you.
27The LORD is God, and He has made his light shine upon us.  With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession up to the horns of the altar.
28You are my God, and I will give you thanks; you are my God, and I will exalt you.
29Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.
This explains the Palm Sunday celebration.  The shout ‘Hosanna’ translates as “Lord save us!”  They came with boughs in hand to join this joyous procession to the Temple.  They proclaimed Jesus as their God and they gave great thanks for all He had done for them.  They acknowledge that Jesus is good and his love endures forever.  They could not help but be joyful.
How about us today?  Are we joyful because of Jesus among us, the God who saves?  Leander Keck wrote, (“The Church Confident”, Christianity Today, Vol. 41, no. 1.) “I do not know why so much of mainline Protestantism has become a joyless religion.  Perhaps we are more impressed by the problems of the world than by the power of God.  Perhaps we have become so secular that we indeed think that now everything depends on us; that surely ought to make us depressed.  Perhaps we have simply gotten bored with a boring god whom we substituted for the God of the Bible.  A joyless Christianity is as clear a sign that something is amiss (with) church.”
Christians should be a joyful bunch just like that crowd on the Mt. of Olives.  William Treadwell said, (Leadership, Vol. 1, no. 3.) “If we can convince people that we are onto something that’s full of joy, they’ll stampede one another to follow us.”  We have so much to be joyful about.  We know that God loves us so much He sent His Son Jesus to die for us.  We know we are forgiven and cleansed of our sins.  We have been given the gift of a new life with God and all His power to live it in the Holy Spirit.  We are assured of life eternal!  We are part of God’s Family!  And we enjoy so many other great promises of God.  We rejoice when we realize who we are in Jesus Christ.  We can’t help but to praise God every day, even publically.
There was another group of people on the Mt. of Olives that day - the Pharisees.  They were not joyful, but killjoys.  They had lost the joy of life  and thought all of life was too serious to be spent celebrating.  Their faces were stern, dour, without a glint of joy.  What was the Pharisees concern?  They saw the people celebrating the coming of the King.  They knew the political, economic, and religious manifestations of this celebration.  They did not see the real joy.  They did not enter into the celebration.  They worried Jesus would cause all kinds of trouble for them with the Romans.  They worried they would lose their control of Jerusalem and all the profit they made in the temple sacrifices.  They never thought Jesus could truly be the King their nation longed for.  They did not trust their own Scripture.  The disciple crowd knew how to give thanks to God and exalt Him.  The Pharisees, too concerned about the things of this world, lost the joy of the Lord’s coming.  Psalm 118:22-23 rightly predicted their response,
 22The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;
 23the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
All of Jerusalem should have rejoiced at Jesus’ coming to them, not just the disciples of Jesus.   What would have happened if they did?  How would history have been different if Jerusalem had welcomed Jesus with open arms as their King?  We will never know.  Instead, within a week they crucified Him.  But that would not stop this King from completing his work of reconciliation.
To be joyful, we must not be like these Pharisees who could only look down, not up; who could only see the temporary, not the eternal.  We must be disciples who see God in Jesus.  Joy is found in the touch of God.  Joy is found in 4 places where God meets us.  We need to learn how to look for Him in these places.
First, Joy is found in God’s creation.  Jesus said that if the disciples were quieted the “the stones will cry out.”  In Psalm 19:1-2, David explains that all creation shouts praise to God, The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  Many find joy in the Lord’s creation in the mountains, beaches, deserts and forests.  Spring has begun around us.  Yellow wildflowers abound along Center Avenue in Eastern Apple Valley.  I like to hike up a hill by our house.  Unless you hike up there, you would not discover the many types of wildflowers all the way to the top.  Soon the Joshua Trees will bloom again.  Joy is found in God’s creation.
Second, joy is found in living a healthy, right life before the Lord.  Psalm 19 also tells of how David loved the law of the Lord.
7The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul.
The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
8The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart.
The commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
9The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.
The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous.
10They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold;
they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.
11By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
David did not see God’s law as dreary and deadly, but full of life and joy.  Kaufmann Kohler discovered that no language has as many words for joy and rejoicing as does Hebrew.  In the Old Testament thirteen Hebrew roots, found in twenty-seven different words, are used primarily for some aspect of joy or joyful participation in religious worship.  Hebrew worship demonstrates God as the source of joy.  In contrast to the rituals of other faiths of the East, Israelite worship was essentially a joyous proclamation and celebration.  The good Israelite regarded the act of thanking God as the supreme joy of his life.  Pure joy is joy in God as both its source and object.  The psalmist says, “Thou dost show me the path of life; in thy presence there is fullness of joy, in thy right hand are pleasures forevermore”. (Psalm 16:11)
Worship is a place of celebration and joy where we thank God for who He is and for what He has done in our lives all week long.  We should come to worship services prepared to give God our praise.  Have you come prepared today to praise God?  Well, come prepared next Sunday, because we are going to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ and his victory over sin, evil and death so that we can have joyous and full lives in Him.
Third, joy is found in relationships with each other in Christ.  An anonymous quote is that “Friendship doubles our joy and divides our grief.”  Are you discovering the gifts of relationships God has given us?  I rejoice in my wife today.  We celebrate 30 years of marriage this summer.  I rejoice in my 3 wonderful children today.  I rejoice in my friendships with you today.  We are learning what it means to be a church family.  We are experiencing a lot of meaningful times discovering how to rejoice in our times of happiness and to weep together in difficult and grief filled times.  Joy abounds in our relationships with Christ.
Fourth, Joy is found in relationship with the Lord.  Joy is the touch of God in our daily lives.  Joy is very different than happiness.  Happiness results from consequences, a reactive emotion.  Joy happens in spite of consequences, as it is a thankful lifestyle of praise.  In the insightful words of Elton Trueblood, “The Christian is joyful, not because he is blind to injustice and suffering, but because he is convinced that these, in the light of the divine sovereignty, are never ultimate.  The humor of the Christian is not a way of denying the tears, but rather a way of affirming something which is deeper than tears.”
Gov. and Pastor Mike Huckabee wrote, (“Practice of Patience”) “I know a pastor in Florida who used to have count-it-all-joy parties every now and then.  He so believed the (Bible verse to count everything a joy), that when he would face a difficult situation, he would call friends over to his house.  He’d say, “I want you to come over to my house for a party.”  They’d say, “Oh, is it a birthday?”  “No,” he would say.  “Uh, you got a promotion?” they’d continue.  “No,” he’d say.  “What’s the situation?” they would finally ask.  “Well,” he’d say, “I’m going through this incredibly difficult crisis right now, and I’m having a count-it-all-joy party.  We’re going to celebrate the difficulty, because I know that this difficulty is going to bring something of special value to my life.  I don’t know what it is yet, but I want you to come and count it all joy with me.”  Have any of you ever thrown a count-it-all-joy party?  Maybe it is time you did.
Which will it be for you today and this week?  Will you be a joyful disciple or a killjoy, pouting Pharisee?  Do you think this world is too serious and too strong and will suck the life out of you?  Or do you see Jesus is the God who saves and bring joy into our lives through any situation?  Do you see Jesus as greater than any recession, depression, digression, transgression or indiscretion?  We know a greater God who won the victory over our failures, mistakes and wrongs, who forgives and restores us, who won the victory over the killjoys of this world, the evil of this world and over death.  We know a Savior who calls us to look up and rejoice, because this is the new day of a new life.  From this day forward, I declare Church of the Valley to be a church of joyful disciples of Jesus Christ.  No Pharisees are welcome here, only those who want to celebrate the touch of God upon our lives.  Let’s not let anyone take away our joy in the Lord, because, if we don’t rejoice, the stones will.  So let us rejoice this week in the Lord Jesus, our Savior!  Amen?  Amen!
