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“Live in the Holy Spirit!” Study Guide for the Week of May 10, 2009
“What Jesus Taught about the Holy Spirit”
John 14-16

Pastor Mike Clark
(All Scriptures are from the New International Version unless otherwise stated.)
What is so important about the Holy Spirit that we would spend nearly 3 months in study on Sunday mornings and in our small groups?  In short, the answer is that we live in, by and through the Holy Spirit today and forever.
Do you remember what happened in Genesis when the original humans decided not to obey God?  The first man and woman lived in paradise, meaning they enjoyed all they could ever want or imagine.  Nothing was bad about their lives as everything was very good.  This continued for as long as they followed God’s directions for life.  God gave them so many good things, but forbade them from doing just one thing.  Adam and Eve were not to eat of one very potent tree.  Do you remember what God told them would happen if they ate the tree?  Yes, they would die.  Now that should have been reason enough for them never to eat of the specific tree.  But you know about us humans, we can’t resist going where we should never go.
I tell one of my favorite illustrations over and over again, because it clearly demonstrates how we humans get into trouble when we think we know better than others what is good for us.  There was a sign up at the top of Vernal Falls in Yosemite that spoke the truth very directly.  It has since been replaced in these days of political correctness with a less direct sign, but the first sign was far more explicit.  That sign, posted on a fence at the overlook, simply said, “Smooth, slippery rocks.  Moving water.  Stay back from the water’s edge.  If slip and go over the waterfall, you will die!”  With a sign like that, who would ever go beyond the fence and sign?  Yet every year many people do.  I have seen many people wade into the stream right above Vernal Falls.  And every year people slip and fall to their deaths over Vernal Falls.
So, Adam and Eve ate from the forbidden tree.  Now here is the part that gets confusing, did they die?  Well, it does not seem that they died immediately.  They were supposed to live forever, but because they ate the fruit the process of aging and decay set in and they did eventually die many, many years later.  Death definitely entered the world when they disobeyed God.  One of their sons killed another son in a fit of rage.  People have been dying ever since.  However, physical death was not the death God was talking about.  Adam and Eve did die the day they ate that fruit of disobedience.  They died spiritually.  You see, physical death is a consequence of spiritual death.  It came later, but would surely come when they God given spirit died within them.  Our spirits connect us to God.  God is Spirit and we relate to Him in the spirit.  God designed us as unique creatures of both the spiritual and physical world.  When we break our relationship with God, our spiritual connection is broken and dies.  All that is left is physical, and it fades away without the eternal spirit.  So we need to a spiritual rebirth, a spiritual awakening, a spiritual resurrection from the dead.  That is why we need to be born again by the Holy Spirit.  We are dead spiritually in our disobedience.  You can see that in the world around us today all the time.  People live for the here and now physical, but don’t live in the spiritual for today and eternity.
Jesus explained it this way in John 3:5-8, “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.  Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.  You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows wherever it pleases.  You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.  So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

We cannot live a spiritual live with God unless we are born again spiritually.  Let me explain it this way.  There are magnificent statues of humans carved from marble, such as the ones by Michelangelo.  Are they alive?  No.  They look human almost ready to breath, but they cannot.  What if they were to become flesh and breath, changed from stone?  That would be a transformation from stone to flesh and the statues would come alive.  The same great leap needs to happen to humans who are just physical.  The physical is only of this world, temporary and fleeting.  The spiritual is of God’s eternal life.  We must be born anew to enter the Kingdom of God.  We must be born from above by the Holy Spirit to understand the things of God, and live back in the way God always intended for us to live.
Jesus explains more about this spirit life in John 14:15-17, "If you love Me, you will obey what I command.  And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another ‘Paracletos’ to be with you forever- the Spirit of truth.  The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him.  But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you.”
Notice that the world cannot know God the Father or the Holy Spirit.  Why?  Because the world is dead spiritually.  How can we know God the Father and the Holy Spirit?  By loving Jesus and giving our lives to Him in obedience.  By doing this we are reborn in Christ, so now the Holy Spirit can live in us and be with us.  Christ died to remove our disobedience to God.  Christ rose again to resurrect us to new life with God.  Loving and obeying Jesus transforms our lives as Jesus gives us His Holy Spirit to make us alive again.  We are no longer dead to God, but alive to Him if we love and obey Jesus.  Have you done that yet?  You can go to church all your life and still not do that.  Without knowing Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you are dead to God.  Yet, you can open your lives today to Jesus and know with certainty you will be alive with God forever.  Talk to me today right after this service if you want to do that.
In these verses, Jesus talks about “another Paracletos".  That raises some questions, doesn’t it?  What is a Paracletos?  Literally, the Greek word means one who comes alongside.  Some synonyms for Paracletos are Helper, Advocate, Guide, Comforter and Counselor.  Jesus mentions ‘another Paracletos’.  Who was the first one?  Jesus was the first Paracletos.  He came alongside the disciples; coming into our world to help us know God the Father, to guide us into healthy ways of living, to comfort us in our trials and tribulations, to counsel us with wisdom and to advocate for us with God in prayer.  Who is the “another Paracletos” Jesus talks about?  Jesus asks the Father to send us the Holy Spirit to come alongside us and be with us forever.  He will be our new Helper, Advocate, Guide, Comforter and Counselor as He lives with us and in us.
It is vital that we understand the Holy Spirit and so we are spending all this time studying Him.  Jesus tells us what the Holy Spirit will do for us.  Do you know what He is to do for you?  Jesus called Him the Spirit of Truth.  Underline that phrase in your outline this morning.  So first and foremost, we learn truth from the Holy Spirit.  A few verses down in John 14:25-27, Jesus explains that the Holy Spirit’s main role is to be our Teacher about truth, "All this I have spoken while still with you.  But the ‘Paracletos’, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”  Underline teach and remind.  Jesus lived on this earth for only a few years over 30.  Jesus was with the disciples for just 3 short years.  Yet in that time, as John says at the end of his Gospel (John 21:25), “Jesus did many other things as well.  If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.”  In those 3 short years, Jesus taught the disciples everything they needed to know to live with God and each other every day and for eternity.  What then is the problem?  We humans forget.  We need to be reminded and taught again what Jesus told those first disciples.  That is the job of the Holy Spirit.  He teaches and reminds us of the all things Jesus said.

This is why God the Father sends the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name.  The Holy Spirit comes to speak what Jesus spoke, to teach what Jesus taught, to show us what Jesus showed us.  Jesus emphasizes this in more teaching about the Holy Spirit in John 15:26-27, "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, He will testify about me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”
The Holy Spirit always agrees with Jesus.  He testifies about Jesus.  A testimony in court is a sworn statement verifying the truth.  The Holy Spirit verifies Jesus’ teaching.  Watch out when someone claim they have a new teaching from the Holy Spirit!  The Holy Spirit does not teach things separate or different than what Jesus taught.  He teaches the truth of Jesus.  Jesus again in these verses names the Holy Spirit the Spirit of Truth.  Now you know we need truth today.  There are a lot of false teachers around that lead us away from truth.  They have just enough truth in what they say to make them look good, but if we follow them, things end up badly for us.  What is something that is 98% true = a lie.  Only the pure truth will do for us.  We need the truth that will help us get out of bed in the morning, relate to those who live with us in healthy ways, guide us in how to wisely use our hard-earned money and counsel us in what brings joy and meaning into our lives.  We need the truth that keeps us from making stupid choices that will harm us or others in the long-term.  Oh sure, they look good now, but what about tomorrow, next week or next year?  Borrowing all that easy money sure looked good, right?  Now look at us and our nation.  There is no such thing as easy money.  We need a truth that leads to greater life.  Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to teach us and remind us how to live as He intends us to live in joy, peace and purpose.
Sometimes that truth sounds pretty farfetched.  Did you hear about the FBI agents who ordered pizza?  I could not believe this actually happened, but I checked it out on Snopes and it is true.  FBI agents conducted a raid of a psychiatric hospital in San Diego that was under investigation for medical insurance fraud.  After hours of reviewing thousands of medical records, the dozens of agents had worked up quite an appetite.  The agent in charge of the investigation called a nearby pizza parlor with delivery service to order a quick dinner for his colleagues.  The following actual telephone conversation took place and was recorded by the FBI because they were taping all conversations at the hospital.

Agent: Hello.  I'd like to order 19 large pizzas and 67 cans of soda.

Pizza Man: And where would you like them delivered?

Agent: We're over at the psychiatric hospital.

Pizza Man: The psychiatric hospital?

Agent: That's right.  I'm an FBI agent.

Pizza Man: You're an FBI agent?

Agent: That's correct.  Just about everybody here is.

Pizza Man: And you're at the psychiatric hospital?

Agent: That's correct.  And make sure you don't go through the front doors.  We have them locked.  You'll have to go around to the back service entrance to deliver the pizzas.

Pizza Man: And you say you're all FBI agents?

Agent: That's right.  How soon can you have them here?

Pizza Man: Everyone at the psychiatric hospital is an FBI agent?

Agent: That's right.  We've been here all day and we're starving.

Pizza Man: How are you going to pay for all of this?

Agent: I have my checkbook right here.

Pizza Man: And you're all FBI agents?

Agent: That's right.  Everyone here is an FBI agent.  Can you remember to bring the pizzas and sodas to the service entrance in the rear?  We have the front doors locked.

Pizza Man: I don't think so. *Click

What makes this so fascinating was that the FBI guy was really telling the truth.  And what makes Jesus’ teaching about the Holy Spirit so important is that Jesus is telling us the truth we need to live every day in the Holy Spirit.  Jesus was here with us on this earth just a short time.  We need the Holy Spirit to be with us today to teach and remind us of what Jesus taught.  Even more the Holy Spirit lives through us so we can live those truths out daily in our situations.  Jesus explains in John 16:5-7 why it was important that He went away and the Holy Spirit would come to us, "Now I am going to Him who sent Me, yet none of you asks Me, 'Where are You going?'  Because I have said these things, you are filled with grief.  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”
Why was it for the disciples' good that Jesus went away?  We are going to talk a lot more about this in the weeks to come.  Let me quickly say it this way for now.  While Jesus was with the disciples, God was with them only externally.  They could hear Jesus teach them, but they did not have the power to live out what Jesus was saying.  After Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, He sent the Holy Spirit to live in them internally so they could live out what God through Jesus worked into them.
In the few minutes that remain, let me highlight a few more teachings from Jesus about what the Holy Spirit does; first to those who don’t follow Jesus, and then to those who do follow Jesus.  John 16:8-11, “When He comes (the Holy Spirit), He will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not believe in Me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see Me no longer; and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.”
The Holy Spirits main work among those who don’t follow Jesus is to convict them of their need for Jesus.  Some people think it is a pastor’s or churches job to condemn people; to judge them and tell them how bad they are so they will act right - not true Biblically.  I am no one’s judge.  There is only one true Judge who can accurately, fairly and justly judge – Jesus Christ.  My job as a pastor is to encourage people to get to now and walk more closely with Jesus.  Every Christian’s responsibility is to witness to Jesus in our words and actions.  We show Jesus to the world around us.  We show the life and blessings that we experience in Jesus to point others to Jesus.  We are the hungry who found food and show others where we found it.  We are those who used to live in the darkness who found light and now we show others that light.  We don’t condemn anyone, judge anyone or use God’s truth as a weapon to bludgeon them to a bloody pulp.  We are witnesses and examples of Jesus alive among us as we point to Him who alone is Lord, Savior and Judge.  When we see others who live without God, who act in ways that cause them or others to suffer, or who act in ways that waste their lives and resources, what do we do?  We point them to Jesus, try to love them and show them right; but if they won’t listen to us, we have a very powerful resource still available to us.  We pray for them that the Holy Spirit will convict them in their hearts of their need for Jesus.  You and I cannot change anyone, but the Holy Spirit can and does all the time.  The Holy Spirit convicts those without Christ so they will come to believe in Him.  If they don’t, they will have no excuse on the Day of Judgment.
What does the Holy Spirit to for disciples of Jesus?  Jesus reaffirms that the Holy Spirit is our Truth Guide in John 16:12-15, "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.  He will not speak on his own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.  He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  All that belongs to the Father is mine.  That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”
I tried for the first 15 years of my life to live without Jesus and his truth.  That was a failure, so I turned to Jesus and discovered his much better way to live.  Many times since then, I forgot that important lesson and tried to live without the guidance and help of the Holy Spirit to only experience more failure and disappointment.  Yet, when I live in the Holy Spirit’s help and direction, I discover the greater life of God in me.  I discover God’s truth for a healthy and fruitful life.  I discover that I can bring glory to Jesus in my life that brings so much joy.  I discover the greatest love of God from Jesus through the Holy Spirit.  All that is Jesus’ is available to us in the Holy Spirit.  Do you want to live in the Holy Spirit more this week?
Let us pray: (Please pray this with me in your hearts today.)  Holy Spirit we need you.  Convict us of any way we are trying to live without God and turn us back to You.  We pray for family members, friends, neighbors, enemies and all who flounder and fail without You.  Holy Spirit turn their hearts back to Jesus.  Holy Spirit as Jesus taught us, we ask You teach us the truth that we need each and every day; the truth that brings love, joy, peace and life in Jesus.  Fill us with Your power, wisdom and love.  To the glory of God in Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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