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“Live in the Holy Spirit!” Bible Message for the Week of May 17, 2009
“Tap into the Power for Every Christian”
Acts 1:1-11 (New International Version)

Pastor Mike Clark
It is so hard for many of us to wait.  Is that true for you?  How do you with everyday kinds of waiting; like waiting in lines at the supermarket, for the water to boil on your range top, for the meal to come in a restaurant, or for the light to change at the intersection?  It is so much harder to wait for good things; like waiting to go on vacation, a little child waiting for Christmas, or a bride and groom waiting to get married.  It is hard for us to wait.

Jesus told the disciples to wait in Acts 1:1-5.  Listen to what He said, 1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2until the day He was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles He had chosen.  3After his suffering, He showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive.  He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  4On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about.  5For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Jesus commanded the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to do ministry.  Why was that important for them and for us?  We need to wait for the Holy Spirit to be effective in ministry.  Too often we try to do God’s work without God.  We try to do things that take supernatural, spiritual power by our natural, physical power.  That just won’t work well.  How could the disciples go out and change the world without the Holy Spirit?  Not possible.  The same is true for us.  We need to wait for the Holy Spirit.
I like to tell the illustration of the “Chainsaw and the Logger”.  This was back in the days when chainsaws were brand new.  A chainsaw salesman came to a logging camp with the new invention.  He challenged a big logger, known throughout the area, that he could cut with the chainsaw 4 times the number of trees he had been cutting before with an axe.  If he could not, the salesman would gladly refund his money.  The logger agreed to take the deal.  He went out and worked with the new chainsaw.  A few days later the logger came to the salesman and asked for his money back.  He told him he could not get 4 times the amount of logs cut in a day, not even 2 times what he could cut with his old axe.  The salesman was surprised; so he checked the chainsaw.  He saw that the chain was sharp and properly in place.  He saw that the fuel tank was full.  So then he pulled on the rope to start the chainsaw’s engine.  The logger in great surprise said, “What’s that noise?”  He was trying to cut trees without using the chainsaw’s engine.
We are ineffective in doing the work of the church without the Holy Spirit’s power.  We want to see our church filled with the love, joy and peace of Christ.  That only comes through the Holy Spirit working among us.  We want to share Jesus’ love with our friends and neighbors throughout the High Desert and see a renewal of people coming to Christ.  We can only do that by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We need to work under the direction and power of the Holy Spirit in the right time, right place, right way and with the right people.  The Holy Spirit must direct us.  Are we waiting for the Holy Spirit?  

So many churches and church people think they should decide what the church should be doing.  They think they know the direction the church should take for the future.  Now, I would like to play a little game with you to prove a point.  I like to play this game with my family.  Trust me on this; no one will get hurt if you do what I say.  But everyone must do exactly as I say.  The first thing is that everyone must close your eyes.  Please, it will be OK and is so much better when everyone does this.  So close those eyes.  Keep your eyes closed.  Don’t open them until I tell you to open them.  Now, I want you to point in the direction of North.  Don’t open your eyes, keep them closed and everyone point North.  Keep pointing, don’t change that position, but open your eyes.  What do you see?  How many people here would you trust with giving driving directions?  Where are you pointing?  North is right that way.

Which way should we go as a Church?  We can’t rely on each other to know that truth for us.  There is only one right direction.  We need to wait on the Holy Spirit for the right direction and power.  So Lesson 1 for today is - We must wait for the Holy Spirit to be effective in ministry!
Jesus continues to tell his disciples in Acts 1:6-8, 6So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are You at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

If I ask a group of church people, as I have done on many occasions, what topic would you like to me preach or teach about?  The number one answer is always “the end times”.  When is Jesus coming back?  When will He judge the world?  When will the trials, tribulations and events recorded in the book of Revelation happen?  We are no different than these first Disciples.  Jesus tells them He is going away, but wait for the Holy Spirit.  They want to jump to the conclusion and ask, “When are you coming back?”  When will your restore the Kingdom?”  How many of you read the end of a book first, to see if you want to read all of it?  How many of you want to know what happens at the end of a movie, to see if you want to pay to go see it?  How many of you want to eat dessert before the main meal?  We want to jump to the end over all the things in the middle.  In this case, we want to get right to paradise where Jesus makes all things right, instead of living in this world that still has a lot of difficulty, disease, disaster and dilemmas.
Jesus tells them not to dwell upon the end times; those times are for God the Father to know, not us, not even Jesus.  Instead disciples are to witness to the ends of the earth with the power of the Holy Spirit.  They are to do amazing things for Jesus.  They think they want to jump over all that, but they really will miss what the Lord wants them to learn and experience if they do that.  The same is true for us.  Jesus does not want us to focus on the end times.  He wants to live dynamically with us today.  And I use that word dynamically on purpose.  The very word Jesus uses for power in verse 8, “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” is the Greek word ‘dunamis’.  From that word we get our English word dynamite.  Jesus tells us we will have dynamite power, explosive power to do great things for Him!  Dynamite power blows things up, removing obstacles so the road can go through, deepening channels so the water can flow, breaking up hard ground so you can mine the precious minerals.  We don’t want to miss out on this power.  Seriously, we don’t want to miss out on the great things Jesus wants to do through us by the power of his Holy Spirit.
I know so many Christians who feel that life in this world is just existing and enduring until they die and go to heaven.  Then, they feel, things will be good.  They feel that little will change in this world for them.  Jesus told us He came that we might have “abundant life” (John 10:10) - not redundant life or reluctant life – abundant life.  Eternal life begins for us the moment we choose to give Jesus our lives.  As we will hear next week, abundant life begins then too, for on that day we receive his gift of the Holy Spirit to transform us into Christ-like sons and daughter of God.  The disciples receive power, not when Jesus returns, but when the Holy Spirit comes!  That power will do amazing things in and through us to open the way for Jesus’ glory.  This time between when Jesus came the first time and when He comes again is the time for the Church to shine.  The Acts of the Apostles shook up the world then.  Followers of Jesus have been changing this world ever since.  Today it is our time to do the great things God calls us to do in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Now notice what Jesus says how the disciples are to use this power.  This power is so the disciples will be Jesus’ witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.  They will go out and witness in their local community Jerusalem.  They will witness in their region Judea.  They will witness in the neighboring state of Samaria.  And they won’t stop until they reach the ends of the earth witnessing for Jesus.  The power of the Holy Spirit is for being Jesus’ witnesses!  This dynamite power shook up the entire world.  What does that tell us about how we should work today with the Holy Spirit?  The same way.  We are called to point people to Jesus in our local area Apple Valley, in our region the High Desert, in the area around us San Bernardino County, and even to the ends of the earth.  My son never realized he would be called to mission for Jesus for 9 months in South Africa.  Where does the Lord want to send you to be his witness?  Certainly He wants you to witness for Him in your family, with your friends and neighbors, but don’t limit Jesus to just this local area.  The power in you is greater than any power in this world.  The greatest witness we have comes from when people around us see our life changing.  They see what the Holy Spirit does through us to make us more loving, peaceful, patient and faithful, and they see Jesus alive among us.  We have been given power as followers of Jesus to be his witnesses.  So Lesson 2 for us today is we must do the work of the Holy Spirit to be effective in mission!  We are effective when we witness in the power of the Holy Spirit.
There is one more big lesson the disciples learn that day.  Listen to verses 9-11, 9After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight.  10They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.  11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen Him go into heaven.”

The Apostles want to remain looking up at heaven.  Instead, they are basically told to stop staring and get going.  What should the Apostles start doing?  They need to stop looking up into the sky.  They should do as Jesus said, wait for the Holy Spirit and then go be his witnesses.  What does that tell us about what we should be doing today?  The same thing.  Get our directions and power from the Holy Spirit and get about our witnessing.  We must stop only clustering and staring up to heaven in our worship services and small groups.  We must get out and live for Jesus in our community and world!  The church is only one generation away from extinction.  If we stay in our church buildings and never get out to witness, we will wither away.  A huge number of churches are closing up their doors every month because they never got out to witness and stayed within their walls only looking up to heaven.  We need to look for where the Holy Spirit is working, not back to the ways things were before.  Can you imagine a football team that never wanted to get out of their huddle?  When the official tells them it is time to play, they reply that they are having a better time staying in their huddle.  We must get out of our holy huddles and into the game.  We don’t have many young people in our group.  We don’t have many families with children.  Are we going out and inviting them?  Are we doing the things that make them feel welcomed and accepted?  Are we willing to change to accommodate them?  Nothing is going to happen in the huddle after we get our directions from our coach.  Now we must put them into practice.
Christianity is more caught than taught.  CS Lewis likened becoming a Christian to getting “A Good Infection” in his book Mere Christianity (pg. 153), “Good things as well as bad, you know, are caught by a kind of infection.  If you want to get warm, you must stand near the fire.  If you want to be wet, you must get into the water.  If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must get close to, or even into, the thing that has them.  They are not a sort of prize which God could, if He chose, just hand out to anyone.  They are a great fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very center of reality.  If you are close to it, the spray will wet you.  If you are not, you will remain dry.  Once a man is united to God, how could he not live forever?  Once a man is separated from God, what can he do but wither and die?”  Jesus commands us to go out and spread his good infection in the power of his Holy Spirit.  Lesson 3: We must get going to do ministry and mission in the power of the Holy Spirit be effective as a church!  Here at Church of the Valley, we commit to bring glory to God in the name of Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We expect to see the Holy Spirit blow away obstacles that will open the way for us to do great things for Him.  We have waited on the Holy Spirit for direction and power.  We have begun to do the work of witnessing He calls us to do.  We are learning to go out in ministry and mission in the power of the Holy Spirit to be effective for Jesus Christ.  Next week we will examine more of what it means to be a church empowered by the Holy Spirit.  This week, gather in your small groups.  Talk about what the Holy Spirit wants to do among us.  And just as you did on our outreach day, begin finding ways to go out and do what the Holy Spirit directs and empowers us to do.
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