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“Live in the Holy Spirit!” Bible message for the Week of May 24, 2009
“The Holy Spirit Energizes Church of the Valley”
Acts 2:32-42 (New International Version)

Pastor Mike Clark
It has been 50 days since Christ walked out of the dark tomb of death.  He spent 40 days with the disciples.  In that time Jesus promised that his Holy Spirit would come with power to the disciples, so they needed to wait for the Holy Spirit to witness for Jesus.  Now 10 days later, the Holy Spirit came upon them and Peter stands before a crowd to share about Jesus.  Here is the end of his message to them, 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.  33Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.  34For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’  36“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
In the power of the Holy Spirit, the crowd hears this message and an amazing thing happens, 37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”
The people listening to Peter were convicted – cut to their heart for rejecting Jesus when He walked among them.  Remember that conviction of the heart is the work of the Holy Spirit.  So Peter preached boldly in the power of the Holy Spirit and the people were convicted by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit convicts people of their wrong to bring them to right life with Jesus.  That is good guilt – guilt that leads to Jesus.  The people then ask Peter what they should do?
Peter tells them two things they should do, and two things they will receive by doing them, 38Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”  Peter tells them to do two things; repent and be baptized.  Doing this they receive two things; forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  What was true for the people then, is true for us today.  If we want to know God and live purposely and joyously in Him, we need to do these things too.
The first thing we do is repent.  What does it mean to repent and how do we do that today?  Repent simply means to turn around and face in a new direction.  We have been walking, even running away from God, thinking we could live better without Him.  That direction leads to disaster and emptiness.  So if you are tired of living without God, turn around and face God.  Turn around and come back to God.  Turn around and live with God again.  How many of you know what I am talking about because you have experienced life without God?  How many of you are tired of being your own god and trying to do everything by yourself; in your own strength, your own wisdom, your own ability.  That life is too tough and does not work.  We are not meant to be god.  The Holy Spirit convicts us of our need for Jesus so we don’t have to live without Him anymore.  An anonymous writer wrote, 
One by one He took them from me 
All the things I valued most; ‘til I was empty-handed, 
Every glittering toy was lost.  And I walked earth’s highways, grieving, 
In my rags and poverty.  Until I heard His voice inviting, 
“Lift those empty hands to Me!” Then I turned my hands toward heaven, 
And He filled them with a store Of His own transcendent riches, 
‘Till they could contain no more.  And at last I comprehended 
With my stupid mind, and dull heart,
That God cannot pour His riches into hands already full. 

Does that sound like you?  How many of you want to ask God to pour his riches into your hands?  God can’t pour his eternal riches into hands already full of temporary junk.  Drop the old stuff of life without God.  Turn back to Jesus for abundant and eternal life.  How many of you have turned around?  How many of you want to turn around?
The second thing we do is to be baptized.  Why is it important to be baptized?  Baptism means to stand up and proclaim that Jesus is your Lord and Savior.  We are social creatures.  We share outwardly what we believe inwardly.  How many of you are sports fans of a pro, college or high school team?  Do you ever wear your team’s colors, shirts, jerseys, hats or logos?  Why do you do that?  Because you want everyone to know you support that team.  Baptism means to stand up and be counted as a fan of Jesus.  Baptism means you proclaim socially what you live personally.  Baptism is the celebration of your eternal life.  How many of you celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, graduations or weddings?  Why do you do that?  Because you want to celebrate important milestones and achievements in your life.  Baptism is the celebration of your new life in Christ, your party of eternity.  Baptism celebrates your welcome into God’s family forever.  Baptism means you never have to be alone.  You join with the Lord and his family.  In baptism you say you want to belong and all God’s people reply that you are welcome.  How many of you have been baptized?  We celebrate again with you today.  How many of you need to be baptized?  Come to the new members’ seminar on Saturday, June 6 and we will prepare you to join our family and be baptized.
We receive so much when we repent and are baptized.  Peter tells us two great things we receive from Jesus; forgiveness of our sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  First we get a great cleansing of all our wrongs as we are forgiven.  We get a new start, a fresh beginning, a washing away of all the dirt and grime of our life without Christ, a removal of all the toxins and poisons that were killing us without God.  Then we get a new spirit, a new life; we become a new creation in the Holy Spirit filling us with God’s power to be his holy children.  The prophet Ezekiel described this as a successful heart transplant surgery for new life.  Listen to this promise from God (11:19-20), “I will give them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh.  Then they will follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.  They will be my people, and I will be their God.”
Repentance and baptism open our lives for God to work his miracles among us.  We say to God, please do your mighty work of changing me.  The Lord grants us forgiveness and his Holy Spirit to do what we can’t do.  He replaces our unbelieving heart of stone with a heart of flesh and life.  He resurrects our spirits with the Holy Spirit’s power so we can follow the Lord’s directions for greater life.  In this we become the people of God together with the Lord Jesus in our midst.  Then watch what happens when we unite together with the Lord.  When the Holy Spirit lives freely among us, we see amazing things happen as the Holy Spirit energizes Church of the Valley to life.
What was your church like when you were growing up?  Was church a place you were compelled to attend or was church compelling?  Many churches are filled with people who feel they must be there, but don’t really enjoy being there.  They are filled with lots of rules, regulations, don’ts and not many dos.  Does this sound like your experience in church?  Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother Joel were sitting together in church.  Joel giggled, sang, and talked out loud.  Finally, his big sister had had enough, “You’re not supposed to talk out loud in church.”  “Why? Who’s going to stop me?” Joel asked.  Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, “See those two men standing by the door?  They’re hushers.”  Too many churches are filled with hushers.  
My church was like that growing up – nice people, but not an exciting place.  Lots of hushers and not many encouragers.  But in my 9th grade in High School amazing things began to happen, this was in the late 1960’s.  A new youth minister arrived and brought in lots of college summer counselors who were excited about Jesus Christ.  They deeply believed in a personal relationship with Jesus and it showed in their life and their relationships.  They gathered some of us together around a campfire almost every night for two weeks on the church lawn.  I stayed on the edge, but got more involved in the prayer as the nights went by.  Around a campfire that started as telling ghost stories, one of the counselors told about Jesus’ death for us.  I realized Jesus died for me and made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ.  Jesus became very alive to me and to my friends that summer, and there were many awesome experiences.  Some were quiet moments when I knew Jesus was there by the fire listening to me.  Some were very exciting as I spoke to others and heard His words speaking through me.  That was the beginning of many amazing experiences and a spiritual renewal.  From that first youth group and those college students, at least 10 to maybe 15 went on to become ministers.  Many, many others serve as staff or volunteers in many churches throughout the country.  When the Holy Spirit empowers a church, amazing things happen.
Have you had an awesome experience with the Lord here at Church of the Valley?  A time when you encountered the Lord and were humbled by His presence in worship?  A time when you knew the Lord was speaking directly to you in a sermon message?  A time when you experienced God’s grace in forgiveness and cleansing?  A time when you knew the Holy Spirit was present in the joyous fellowship?

When the Holy Spirit moved among those first followers of Jesus in Jerusalem that day, amazing things happened.  Acts 2:40-47, 40With many other words he (Peter) warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”  41Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  43Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  44All the believers were together and had everything in common.  45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
What are the characteristics mentioned here of a Holy Spirit led Church?  Let’s list them:
The first is a daily devotion to the God’s Word, the Apostle’s teaching.  God’s Word brings God’s truth for our daily lives and for our eternal salvation.  The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.”  Our faith is not anti-intellectual but based on God’s truth.  Dr. Thomas Gillespie, President of Princeton Seminary, (Sept. 19, 2000) spoke of successful pastors and churches who devote themselves to God’s Word, “To me the gospel is Jesus Christ.  It is Jesus Christ in the fullness of his redemptive reality and saving significance for human life.  Jesus is God with us and God for us.  It belongs to the good news that this God loves us enough, takes us seriously enough, to hold us accountable for our behavior.  This God judges sin in order to deliver us from its power over us.  The pastors of the growing churches I have visited are theologians who are serious about Jesus Christ and the difference He makes in human life.  In their preaching they connect the reality of Christ with the lives of their people.  And where that happens, the church thrives.”  Church of the Valley centers everything we do upon Jesus Christ, grounded in everything in his Word, his truth to us.  We must devote ourselves to growing in the Word of God!  What can this church do to help you grow in the Word of the Lord?
The second characteristic of a Holy Spirit church is a committed community of fellowship sharing and caring for each other.  Those first church attenders met together constantly by will and by desire.  They shared everything they had, especially to those in need.  They shared their meals with great joy and generosity.  The Greek word here for fellowship is ‘koinonia’.  Koinonia is also the word the Apostle Paul used to describe the collection he took from the churches in Asia Minor for the struggling church in Jerusalem.  Koinonikos is the Greek word for generous.  Koina is the Greek word for common.  Fellowship is all about sharing, caring and being committed to each other.  Fellowship is being united in love in Christ together.
Getting people to be united is a miraculous working of the Holy Spirit.  I received this illustration recently and really liked it.  What gets musical instrument in tune so they can play together?  Each instrument can get out of tune and the music sounds bad, especially if you have many instruments playing out of tune with each other.  Tuning does not happen by selecting one instrument and then tuning all to that instrument.  They will all be out of tune.  A tuning fork is needed that has the right note.  Then when all the instruments are in tune with that tuning fork, all the instruments are in tune with each other.  The unity of a church does not happen by everyone getting in tune with other persons in the church.  For instance, you are not to get in tune with me.  True fellowship happens when we all get in tune with the Holy Spirit.  Then we can enjoy a wonderful harmony together.  The Holy Spirit brings us together in the Lord’s family in both time and resources so we can generously share with each other and care for each other.  What can this church do to encourage your love in Christ’s family?
The third characteristic of a Holy Spirit led church is a wondrous worship in praise, prayer and the Lord’s Supper.  Those first believers met in worship daily in the Temple.  Their worship was awesome, energizing and filled with miraculous wonders from the Holy Spirit.  Believers were coming into the presence of the Holy God; finding cleansing, healing and giving thanks for all the Lord was doing in all their lives.  The believers met in homes regularly for the Lord’s Supper.  They consistently remembering and gave thanks for the grace of Jesus Christ in His blood shed for us, and the gift of life instead of death in the breaking of the bread representing His body.  They received nourishment to mature together in spiritual life in Christ.  The Communion celebration is still vital to our bonds of love together in Christ.  Prayer was essential to each gathering of the believers.  John Bunyan in the Pilgrim’s Prayer Book wrote, “Real prayer is a serious concern, for we are speaking to the sovereign Lord of all the universe, who is willing to move heaven and earth in answer to sincere and reasonable prayer.  Prayer is not a mechanical duty, but a wonderful opportunity to develop a loving and caring relationship with the most important Person in our lives.”  Praise was the hallmark of their worship together.  We can experience an awesome presence of the Lord through regular prayer, praise and Communion!  What can this church do to draw you closer to the Lord in worship?
The fourth characteristic of a Holy Spirit led Church listed here is an awesome experience of mission and outreach to others.  Because of their devotion together in the Lord, the Lord worked mighty miracles in their midst.  The Holy Spirit was set free among them.  As the believers cared for needs, they enjoyed the goodwill of the people.  As they met together in the Lord, the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.  John Stott said, “No self-centered, self-contained church can be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  A Holy Spirit led and empowered church reaches out to those around them and draws people into God’s family.  A Holy Spirit led church shines as a beacon on a hill to all those living in darkness around them.  The Church is one of the Lord’s greatest gifts to us, and His number one means by which He demonstrates He is alive to the world.  Jesus promises (Matthew 18:20), “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Our neighbors will join us when they see Jesus alive among us in the power of his Holy Spirit.
Which of these four things do you already see happening here at Church of the Valley?  Which of these would you like to see happen more at Church of the Valley?  Let’s commit ourselves together to being the best Holy Spirit led church we can be.  To do that we need to open our lives and our church to the Holy Spirit’s power and guidance.  Some still need to repent.  Some still need to be baptized so you can receive forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Talk to me today so we can get that going in your life.  Repent and be baptized!  Some of us need to return to the Holy Spirit again.  We have gone back to living in our own power and wisdom.  We need to repent again, even if we did so many years ago.  You don’t need to be baptized again.  Once you are part of God’s family, you stay a member.  But you may have strayed from that family.  You may be trying to live on your own.  Come on back!  Live by the Holy Spirit.  Talk to me about that today too.  Make the recommitment!  Watch the wondrous things that happen when our lives and our church are Holy Spirit led and powered.
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