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“Live in the Holy Spirit!” Bible Message for the Week of June 7, 2009
“Discover Your Spiritual Gift for the Body of Christ”
1 Corinthians 12:1-27 (New International Version)

Pastor Mike Clark
The most popular way the Bible describes the Church is as a human body.  Here are some amazing facts about the human body in which a complex diversity creates an intricate and wondrous harmony.  The human body contains 208 bones, 640 muscles, about 5 million hairs on average, over one billion nerves, 50 to 70 trillion cells and around 100,000 miles of blood vessels – enough to circle the earth 2 ½ times.  God designed our bodies to be healthy and effective.  He also designed the Church body to be healthy and effective, with just as much complex diversity through all its members that unite in Jesus Christ to form a miraculously intricate and wondrous harmony.
Let’s read about it in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, “12The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.  So it is with Christ.  13For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.
14Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.  15If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  16And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.  17If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be?  If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be?  18But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as He wanted them to be.  19If they were all one part, where would the body be?  20As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!”  And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”  22On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor.  And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24while our presentable parts need no special treatment.  But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  26If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
We are all parts of the body of Christ.  How would you describe which part of the Church body you are here at COV?  Are you a big mouth like me, a helping hand, a listening ear, a supporting muscle, a compassionate heart, a discerning nose – how would you describe your part?  And each and every part of this body in Christ is important to our vitality.  We need each other to be complete.  We need each other to be healthy.  We need each other to be successful.  We need everyone to discover their part!  None are more or less important.  Every one of you is valuable.  When I go jogging in the morning, I can soon tell if it will be a good run.  I need every part of my body to feel good so I can run well.  If an ankle, knee, side, lungs, stomach, etc. starts to hurt, it slows down or even stops my running.  This helps me to realize how every part of the body is needed.  If one part hurts, all suffer.  When all work together, that means good running!  God wants us to succeed as his Church.  He designed us so that we need each other to succeed.  We can’t do it on our own.  The Lord cleverly made it so that your success is as dependent on me as my success is as dependent on you.  Why?  Because the best measure of our success is how we relate to each other united in Christ.  Lesson one this morning is that each and every one of you is valuable and needed in this body of Christ called COV.
The Lord wants us to succeed together.  He gives us a part to do in the body so we can succeed.  Every follower of Jesus Christ has a gift for ministry given by the Holy Spirit.  What do you think your spiritual gift might be?  How did you discover and how have you used your spiritual gift?  Or do you still need to discover you spiritual gift?  Maybe some of you do not know that you even have a spiritual gift?  We each need to find our part and discover our gifts for our success together.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6, "4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  6There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men."
The first thing to realize about spiritual gifts is that they all work together for the Lord’s glory.  There are many different gifts, but the Holy Spirit empowers each gift, the Lord Jesus defines each gift, and God the Father directs each gift all to the same purpose.  All the gifts and all the members of the body of Christ work together for success, unity, harmony, joy and love.  The Apostle Peter describes the purpose of spiritual gifts in I Peter 4:10-11, Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.  If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God.  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.  We use our spiritual gifts to serve others and to bring glory to God.  Notice too that we use our spiritual gifts not in our own strength but in the strength God provides in the Holy Spirit.  This is one of the main differences between a spiritual gift and a natural talent.  A natural talent, like playing a musical instrument, painting, singing or designing, can be done by human effort.  A spiritual gift works only when empowered by the Holy Spirit.
Secondly, as there are many different kinds of gifts, service and ministry, it is helpful to know what to look for to discover your gift.  Ray Ortlund writes that Swedish-Americans have a sense of humor about themselves.  He tells of one Swedish congregation trying to vote on the purchase of a new chandelier for their sanctuary.  The haggling got intense, and one old fellow stood it as long as he could; then he rose to his feet.  "I tell you, friends, I got tree tings I vant to say to you about dis har crazy chandelier.  In de first place, it sounds so fancy, I bet dere's not vun of you har dat could even spell chandelier.  And number two, even if we had vun, dere's not anyvun har who vud know how to play it.  And tirdly, vat dis church really needs is a good lighting fixture!"  If you don't know what we are talking about in speaking about gifts of the Holy Spirit, it means you need to educate yourself so you can discover your gift.  How can you discover your gift if you don't know what the gifts are or how to find the gift?  Understand the gifts.
Spiritual gifts come in many shapes and applications.  In the 1 Peter 4 passage, note that spiritual gifts divide up into two general categories of speaking gifts and serving gifts.  Back in 1 Corinthians 12, we find a list of spiritual gifts.  This is not an exhaustive list.  There are others lists of spiritual gifts in Romans 12 and Ephesians 4.

Before starting this list, here are two very important truths from verse 7, Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  Underline this important understanding of why the Holy Spirit gives gifts – for the common good.  Spiritual gifts are not for our own glory or selfish use.  We use them to serve the Lord and each other so we can build up the body of Christ.  Also observe that each one, everyone who belongs to the Lord Jesus, gets a spiritual gift.  There are no exceptions.  You might think you were skipped over when the Holy Spirit handed out the gifts.  Not true.  You just did not know you needed to discover and develop your spiritual gift.  I have had some in the church tell me they don’t have a spiritual gift.  They have a hard time thinking that the Lord can work in their everyday lives.  They remind me of the painter who slipped and fell while working on a roof.  Just as he rolled over the edge, he shouted, “God, help me!”  Almost immediately, his overalls caught on a nail, and he found himself hanging just below the gutter.  Reaching up to pull himself back onto the roof, he said, “Never mind, God, this nail caught me."  The Holy Spirit gives every follower of Jesus with a gift to use for the good of the whole body.  Discover your gift and use it for your joy and our success together.
Now let’s look at this list in 1 Corinthians 12:8-11, 8To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He gives them to each one, just as He determines."
Let me help you understand a bit more this list of spiritual gifts.  A message of wisdom is the gift of helping others know what to do in their everyday life situations.  A message of knowledge helps people know the facts they need to make key decisions.  We all have faith, but one with the gift of faith helps and encourages others through really trying times.  There are the gifts of healing and working miracles.  These must be used carefully because they carry with them so much sensationalism and misunderstanding.  These gifts are still working today and I have seen them personally; but they are rare so we don’t rely on them too much or let them get out of hand as they have in some places.  The gift of prophecy is helping people to understand God’s Truth for now and for the future.  When someone uses this gift, people remark that they felt like that person was speaking directly into their lives, helping them to become more Christ-like in lifestyle.  The gift of discernment between spirits helps all in the Church stay away from things that sound good, but don’t really help or that may harm us.  The gift of speaking in tongues and another of interpreting them help in evangelism and in witness to those who speak other languages.  I teach a seminar on how to discover your SHAPE.  The S in SHAPE stands for spiritual gifts.  In that course you can learn about many more spiritual gifts, and I give practical steps to discover and begin to use your gifts.  Please hand me today a piece of paper or email me this week with your name and phone number if you are interested in taking the SHAPE seminar.
Spiritual gifts need to be discovered and then developed.  Did you hear about or maybe even see on TV this week the giant gold nugget that a Southern California man found out in the desert?  He is not saying just where.  While prospecting for gold (people still do that today), he had a strike on his metal detector and found a gold rock beneath the ground.  It fit into his hand, about half the size of a baseball.  This gold nugget is worth over $10,000.  In order for it to be used, the gold has to be refined in fire to remove a lot of impurities, then molded and shaped into jewelry or whatever shape is needed.  The Holy Spirit gives us gifts that need to be refined and polished through use.  I was given the gift of prophecy when I turned my life over to Jesus at age 15.  For 40 years, I have used that gift as I am this morning.  But I use it so much better now than I did back then or even 10 years ago.
I am glad the Holy Spirit decides who gets which gift.  If it was up to us, we would all choose what we would consider the top or glamorous gifts.  Most of us would have the same gifts and many other gifts would not be available to us.  Then our body would be very strange looking indeed.  Imagine a body made up of many big mouths, too many eyes and ears, but no legs or trunk.  Ridiculous and impracticable!  The Holy Spirit knows exactly which gifts each of us should have, so together the body of Christ will prosper, and so that each of us will enjoy serving in the best way that the Lord made us.  Here is a truth not many people know.  Your SHAPE is for eternity.  Your SHAPE is the way God designed you so you can be part of his family, his Church, his body, not just for this world, but also for his eternal kingdom.  By discovering and developing your spiritual gifts now, you prepare yourself for eternal joy.
Let’s review three key truths about spiritual gifts as we close:
1. God gifts us for success as a Church.  The Holy Spirit gifts us with the abilities, direction and the power to be effective.  Everything must be done under Holy Spirit’s direction for us to work together well and succeed.  The Holy Spirit gifts us because He knows what the Church and each of us need.

2. God gifts us for our eternal joy and ministry.  The gifts are given in the rough and need to be polished.  Each spiritual gift matches up with our God-designed SHAPE that we will have for eternity, because, using our spiritual gifts prepare us for our eternal life.

3. God gifts us to become more like Christ in serving others to his glory.  We serve to his glory not ours.  We find success in serving Christ.  We serve like the Holy Spirit serves Jesus and Jesus serves the Father.  We serve humbly so that God can use us more to give Jesus all the glory and honor He deserves.  We are just grateful to do our part and find fulfillment, purpose and joy in doing so.
There is so much more to learn about spiritual gifts.  I hope you will sign up for a SHAPE seminar so I can help you discover and develop your spiritual gifts.

Let’s close by using saying this prayer in unison:

“A Prayer For Unity In The Church”

Holy, Spirit, as in the past You united men and women and made them one, so bring us together in a unity that celebrates our diversity of talent and ability.  May our personalities blend in a superb harmony, as, laying our egos aside, we learn to prefer one another and to delight in encouraging the gifts we see in others.  Let there be no star temperament, no prima donna behavior among us, but a sense of ensemble, as we try to be as anonymous as possible so that You can shine through our efforts to the glory of Christ.  And when all is done may we be in the wings and Jesus in the spotlight, taking center stage and receiving all the applause!  Holy Spirit, You who are fully God and yet so anonymous, hide us that we may reveal Him.  Amen.
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