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“Live in the Holy Spirit” Bible Message for the Week of June 14, 2009
“We are in a Spiritual War – Are You Ready?”
Ephesians 6:10-18 (New International Version)

Pastor Mike Clark
When I wrote this message in the comfort of my home, it seemed hard to believe that we are in a spiritual war.  As I share this message now with you here in the peaceful presence of this church, it still seems hard to believe we are in a spiritual war.  Yet, it does not take much to remind us that the battle rages all around us.  I am grateful for email spam blockers that trash hundreds of filthy emails daily with repulsive offers and temptations.  Because I have three older children and 12 nephews and nieces, I am keenly aware of the spiritual struggles of young adults these days with freedom to do whatever they want, and those who would take advantage of them to lead them astray.  I painfully witness the great battles for our marriages with the escalation of evil forces trying to tear our commitments apart.  I detest the enslaving forces of gambling, drugs and alcohol over the lives of many in the High Desert.  I watch deeply saddened as churches; get wrenched apart in power struggles over control issues, follow false teachings, see pastors succumb to moral failure, fall asleep and become irrelevant to the real spiritual needs of people, and follow human issues instead of the Lord’s priorities for them.  We are in a spiritual war every day.
What should we do in this struggle?  Listen to the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 6:10-18,
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.  12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.  18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

We are in a spiritual battle.  What exactly is a spiritual battle?  Steve May (“Living in a War Zone”) wrote, “Every time you are presented with the opportunity to entertain a lustful thought, you have entered a spiritual battlefield.  Every time you have the chance to do something vindictive, you are on the battlefield.  Every time you have the chance to say something harsh and hurtful, you are in the midst of battle.  Every time you toy with the notion that you're just a little bit better than most of the people you know, you are surrounded by enemy fire.  Every time you encounter a person in need, you are engaged in combat.  Life is a spiritual battlefield, and there is a force at work in this world that does not want you to do good.  There is a force at work in this world that does not want you to live for Jesus.  There is a force at work in this world that does not want you to minister to others in (Jesus’) name.  There is a force at work in this world that does not want you to reflect God's love and mercy.  And that force will do whatever it takes to make sure you don't do it.”

That force must be recognized and stopped.  That force remains our enemy, the evil one.  We have seen the devastation he leaves when allowed to operate unopposed in our world today.  We must stand against this evil.  1 Peter 5:8, Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.

What typical ways does evil try to attack, upset and defeat us in our daily lives?  I have discovered Satan’s strategy for attacking and enslaving us in our daily situations.  I call this reign of terror the evil shepherd’s 6 D’s: (I just added one more this week.)
1. He causes us to doubt that leads us to question God’s Word and goodness to us.

2. He spreads discouragement that leads us to look at our problems rather than God’s solutions.

3. He suggests diversion that suggests that the wrong seem more attractive over the right.

4. He works for our defeat that leads us to feel like hopeless failures.

5. He causes delay that leads us to put off good until it never gets done.

6. He primarily works to divide us, so we stand helplessly alone.

We see these attacks against us all the time causing us to give up and stop fighting against evil.  Sometimes evil attacks subtly and other times overtly, but evil always tries to keep us from doing what the Lord wants us to do.
We must counter these evil strategies with the Good Shepherd’s 6 S’s:
1. We remain steady against doubt, trusting the Lord to overcome our worries and concerns.

2. We support each other to put down discouragement, as the Lord is greater than our problems.
3. We stay focused to fight diversion by keeping to what is better for us in the Lord.

4. We submit our failures to the grace and forgiveness of the Lord so He can turn them into success.

5. We are stubborn against delay and diligent to achieve the Lord’s commands.

6. We stand together against the division the evil one wants to wedge between us.

How do we stand against evil today that seems so strong?  Here are three ways the Bible teaches us to stand against evil:
1.
Stand on Christ's victory!  I John 4:4, You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.  We don’t have the power to win the victory.  We can’t stand against evil by ourselves.  This leads many to think that evil cannot be overcome, so they just give in to evil’s pressures.  But we are not alone.  We have the One who always defeats evil.  Jesus already won the victory for us through the cross and resurrection.  When I was young, some bullies liked to pick on me near my elementary school.  By myself, I could not do much to stop them from harming me.  Then I became friends with Tommy, the biggest boy in my school.  Whenever I was with Tommy, those bullies never bothered me.  The great thing about Tommy was he was the nicest boy you could ever meet, but he was big and loyal.  So when Tommy stood with me, I never had to worry about the bullies.  That is the same with Jesus as He is the kindest person we will ever know, but don’t get Him upset, because you don’t want to know his wrath.  Contrary to popular opinion, the evil one is no match for Jesus.  Jesus wins every time.  When we stand in Jesus’ victory over evil, we stand with the power to overcome evil every time in our lives.
2.
Stand together in Christ!  James 4:7, Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  To stand strong against evil, we must not stand alone.  Who are we to stand with?  Notice James says to submit “yourselves”, plural, to God.  We stand together as God’s people with God.  Paul in Ephesians 6:12 calls this “our struggle” against evil.  Never struggle alone!  Call on the Holy Spirit and your brothers and sister followers of Jesus.  Too many Christians forget this and struggle against evil and temptation by themselves.  One of the great strengths of the AA or NA program is that another person is assigned to stand with you against temptation.  If you feel you must have a drink or a drug, you call that person first.  They help you get through the temptation and not give into it.  Temptation is strongest when we are alone!  We need all the help we can get to stand against temptation and evil.  The Church, the Body of Christ must learn to stand together against evil.  When two or more gather together in Jesus’ name, who is among us?  Yes, Jesus is right there with all the power to overcome evil.  The Church family that stands together in Christ against the divisions, defeats, doubts, discouragements, delays, and diversions of the evil one, overcomes them.
3.
Stand in the full armor of God!  Romans 13:12, The night is nearly over; the day is almost here.  So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Notice that to defeat evil, we stand up against evil.  We don’t run forward or run away.  We stand defensively together.  To stand in the face of attack is to take an active defensible position against it.  The Greek word for to stand is 'analambano', meaning to take up.  It is an active verb!  So to stand strong we must put on the full armor, not part of it.  We don’t see much armor these days, except on a baseball catcher.  And they make sure they put on all their defensive gear to protect each area of the body.  They wear a helmet, mask, chest protector and shin guards.  They use a big, padded glove.  They recently added a new piece to their protective gear, a piece of heavy plastic that hangs below their mask and protects their throat from a 90 mile per hour fastball.  They must put every bit of protection on to keep from getting hurt.  You don’t see a catcher go without the protective gear.  We put on the full armor of God to protect us against every type of attack of evil.  Paul knew the armor of the Roman soldier.  He was in prison guarded by them, looking at their armor as he wrote this letter to the Ephesians.  Paul lists the whole armor for us.

We wear the belt of truth buckled around our waist.  The solders belt held the soldier's tunic in place ready for action and from this belt hung the sword.  This belt was not a little belt like we wear today, but a wide, protective belt.  This belt supports the backbone and the midsection for strength, like a construction or weightlifters belt of today.  The belt of truth reminds us that character not brute force wins the battle.  This means that in our behavior we are not to lie or be deceptive.  We are to be honest, live truthfully, think truthfully and speak truthfully.  Truth is our strength against the false claims of evil.
We put on the breastplate of righteousness.  In Isaiah 59:15-17, God wore this breastplate first.  We get it from Jesus.  We wear his righteousness because we don’t have enough of it by ourselves.  This thick breastplate protects the vital organs of the heart and lungs, turning aside arrows and swords.  Today’s soldiers wear Kevlar vests to protect their bodies.  A righteous life is impregnable to assault and accusation.  Plato said, "We must live in such a way to prove that his accusations are a lie."  The purity of our heart in Jesus defends us against the lies of the evil one.
We fit our feet with the readiness of the Gospel of peace.  We aren’t talking about the latest in shoe fashion here.  We look for shoes that protect and support our bodies in the fight, yet are light and ready to move.  We need the solid footing of the Gospel ground.  The Lord is our Rock and we stand in Him.  The messenger of good news bolsters faith and our moral.  Isaiah 52:7, How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!”  When we know and live by the promises of God’s good news to us in Jesus that proclaims that our salvation is secure, God will never leave us, always protect us, use everything that happens to us for our good, will show us the way out of every temptation, and will lead us to his great eternal kingdom, we can stand firmly and confidently against evil.  This is what it means to have our feet ready with the Gospel of peace, the good news of Jesus’ love for us.
We pick up the shield of faith to extinguish the flaming arrows of the evil one.  The Roman soldiers carried a large shield covered with leather.  Before the battle they soaked these leather shields in water.  Then when enemy archers shot burning arrows toward them, they sank into the leather shields and this put out the flames.  Satan sends barbs our way all the time to disrupt our faith, cause us to lose hope in calamities and setbacks, and wants us to fear him in persecution.  Our shield of faith puts out these flaming arrows of evil.  Our faith is our trust in Jesus, who has always been faithful to protect us, is faithful to us today, and will be there for us tomorrow and on into eternity.
To protect our heads we place on them the helmet of salvation.  This helmet protects our minds against the doubts that darken our thoughts against God's salvation for us.  I Thessalonians 5:8, calls it the hope of salvation as a helmet.  Hope is not wishful thinking.  Hope is the certain knowledge that Christ is greater than all our enemies; evil, sin and death.  Hope is the assurance that we live today and forever in the mighty power of Jesus Christ our King.
The only offensive weapon we pick up in this armor is the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  Spiritual battles must be fought with God's strength.  The sword repels invader's thrusts to us and sets them back on their heels to run away.  Remember how Jesus defeated Satan’s temptations to Him in the wilderness.  He rebuked each of Satan’s temptations with the truth of God’s Word.  Hebrews 4:12; For the Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
The last part of our spiritual armor, you may not think is even armor, but it is vital to standing strong against evil.  We are to pray in the Spirit.  Prayer is the vital communication link to our leader in this spiritual war.  Prayer keeps us in contact with Jesus.  Prayer must be constant; for in this communication we find our directions and commands to win the battles.  The communication lines are vital in battle, so we don’t get separated, flanked and overcome.  In prayer, the Holy Spirit keeps us united and ready to fight off the attack, knowing exactly where it will come from and how to fight back.  We are to pray for everyone in everything in all occasions!  We must be alert; ready for opportunities to pray and counter attack.  Please pray for all of us, especially this church and its leaders to stand strong against evil, moral failure and rash actions.  Keep praying in the Holy Spirit.
Put on the full armor of God every day.  I know this gets difficult at times because it is a lot to put on every day.  If we don’t, we will fall against evil and suffer many bad consequences.  For many, many years the Roman legionnaires faithfully kept their armor in repair and wore it proudly, even though it weighed so much on them.  After a few centuries of Roman peace, the soldiers began to complain about having to wear so much.  They stopped putting on the breastplates.  They stopped carrying the shields.  The lines of communication broke down.  The Roman soldiers became lax in keeping themselves prepared for battle.  Then a new threat arose from Germany.  The Goths were hungry for victory.  They overcame the Roman soldiers who no longer were ready to fight, who were missing key parts of their armor.  The Roman Empire fell because they did not stand together and their soldiers were not ready to fight.  I know many who follow Christ who stop reading and understanding God’s Word regularly, who stop praying, who stop worshipping, who stop getting together in small groups, who stop living in the truth.  We get soft, comfortable and weak.  We are easy picking to the evil one who wants to devour us when we stop putting on the full armor of God.  And then we wonder why we are facing such difficult times.  We brought it on because Satan saw he could attack us in our weakened state.
We are in a spiritual battle for our lives, our families, our friends, our brothers and sisters in this church.  Don’t give up the fight!  Stand on Christ’s victory for you!  Stand together in Christ!  Stand in the full armor of God!  Together in Christ, we will overcome the evil one and enjoy the victory.  Amen.
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