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Let’s look intently at stars for a moment.  No, not Miley Cyrus and the Jonas Brothers, the stars of the Universe.  Our sun’s diameter spreads 864,000 miles.  It could hold 1.3 million earths inside it.  Yet our star is a small star.  Betelgeuse, a red supergiant star, has a diameter of 100 million miles, far larger than the orbit of earth, extending out to Jupiter’s orbit.  The nearest star to our sun is Alpha Centaur, 24 trillion miles from earth.  Our Milky Way galaxy contains hundreds of billions of stars.  Then consider that astronomers estimate there are millions, maybe billions of galaxies.  These are mind boggling numbers.  Many Astrophysicists can’t help seeing an ‘Anthropic Principle’ to the universe.  This means they see that the universe has been carefully designed for the well-being of humanity.  That is what the Bible has been saying all along.  Psalm 19:1-4 reads, The heavens tell of the glory of God.  The skies display His marvelous craftsmanship.  Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make Him known.  They speak without a sound or a word; their voice is silent in the skies; yet their message has gone out to all the earth, and their words to all the world.
How did this amazing Universe come about with us located strategically on planet Earth?  Earth and humanity are not accidents of chance.  God created the Universe and purposefully placed us on this planet to know Him, enjoy Him and glorify Him forever.  You are not an accident, a chance, a genetic mutation, or an insignificant piece of cosmic dust.  God created you to know and love you personally.  Let’s understand how and why this happened in Genesis 1.  1In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.  3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  4God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light from the darkness.  5God called the light “day,” and the darkness He called “night.”  And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
Before reading more, a few observations are needed.  First, note in verse 1 that God was already there in the beginning.  The beginning of our universe was not God’s beginning.  God was before space and time.  God is light.  The theory of relativity tells us that the closer we get to the speed of light, the greater our mass becomes and time slows down.  If we were to somehow go as fast as the speed of light, we would become an infinite mass and time would stop.  God lives in that dimension of light – you could even say that God is the dimension of light.  He lives outside of our dimensions of space and time.  He created space and time for us to enjoy.
Second, in verse two see that when God created the heavens and the earth, they were formless, empty and dark.  We don’t know how long they were like that because no time indicator is present.  There is no day yet, so this might be billions or millions of years, or just a short time.  The key fact to center in on is that God takes the dark, empty and formless heaven and earth and fills them with light, abundance and harmony.  God did that in the beginning.  He does that today and will do that forever.  The great Creator works wonder in light and life.  Out of the darkness he brings light.  He divides time into day and night and then there is the first day.  As the Master Artist, God fills His canvas using the medium of light, abundance and harmony.  Over the first three days He separates the panorama with sky, ground and sea.  Then in the next 3 days God fills in the sky, ground and sea with detail.  Harmony comes out of chaos.  Abundance replaces emptiness as life and light abound.  Let’s see how God does this:
6And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water.”  7So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it.  And it was so.  8God called the expanse “sky.”  And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day.

9And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.”  And it was so.  10God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.”  And God saw that it was good.  11Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.”  And it was so.  12The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.  13And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day.

Notice how creation fills with light on day one, water and sky on day two, then land and seas on day three.  The land gets trees and plants.  What was dark black now streams with blues, greens, and browns.  Listen to how new life forms emerge for each area of creation.
14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth.”  And it was so.  16God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night.  He also made the stars.  17God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness.  And God saw that it was good.  19And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.

20And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky.”  21So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind.  And God saw that it was good.  22God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.”  23And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day.

24And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind.”  And it was so.  25God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds.  And God saw that it was good.

In day four God places the specific lights of the day and night in the heavens with the sun, moon and stars.  On day five God fills the sea with fish, whales, starfish, and so many more creatures.  He also sends birds of every shape, size and color to fly above the earth from the hummingbird to the eagle.  Then on the sixth day, He brings out the land creatures of amazing diversity from the mouse to the moose, the bug to the buffalo.  Everything is good.  Everything has its place, its rhythm, its order and its purpose.  God amazes us with His creativity and imagination as He crafts the wonder of light, harmony and abundance out of darkness, emptiness, and chaos.  He still does this today in our lives if we will let Him.  Wherever you feel dark, empty and chaotic, let the Lord bring His light, harmony and abundance to fill your life.
God is not yet done with Creation.  One final master touch of creativity remains.  
26Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
In verse 26 God holds a conversation, but with whom?  Who else was there?  Was God speaking with Himself?  In short, yes.  The conversation began “Let us make humankind in Our image, according to Our likeness.”  Note that the pronouns are plural.  The pronouns ‘us’ and ‘our’ in the Hebrew language are of a type of plural different from our English plural.  English plurals indicate two or more.  This Hebrew plural indicates three or more are involved.  Here three are involved.  God the Father is present guiding the process by His design.  Jesus is also present in creation.  Consider Colossians 1:16, “For by Him (Christ) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”  Through Christ God created the earth.  John 1:1-3, In the beginning the Word already existed.  The Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He existed in the beginning with God.  God created everything through Him, and nothing was created except through Him.  Look again at Genesis 1:2 to discover the Spirit of God is also present, “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  Father, Son and Holy Spirit together create of the earth and its beings.  Why were they all involved?  Because they wanted to specially create this world for us to enjoy and for us to live in their image.  Humankind is to be in the image - the likeness of God.  What does that mean?  27So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
God commands everyone to consider images carefully.  The second commandment prohibits humans from making images that try to represent God.  Exodus 20:4, “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.”  Michelangelo sculpted the masterpiece statue of David that stands in a museum in Florence, Italy.  He crafted this statue of stone into a wonder of human form.  As masterful as Michelangelo’s carving was, even his stone statue cannot come close to depicting real flesh and blood.  How can we expect images of stone, wood or other inanimate objects to catch the essence of the infinite God?  Anything we attempt would be an inferior mockery, degrading to God.  We cannot make an accurate enough or alive enough image of God.  But God can and did make an image of Himself when He made humans.  He intended something unique when He made humans.  He created beings that in some way reflect His likeness.  In what way?
Let me clearly state a way that God did not intend for humans to be in His image.  God did not intend humans to reflect all that He is in the fullness of His being as Sovereign God.  Jesus Christ alone as the only Son of God fully reveals God the Father to the world.  Jesus Christ is “the image of the invisible God,“ as the Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 1:15.  In verse 19 of that same chapter Paul writes, “For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him.”  The Greek word for image is ‘eikon’ from which the English words icon or statue are translated.  We are not to sculpt a statue to represent God or have icons take His place in worship, because God gave us Jesus to worship.  Whenever we want to see God, we need only to look to Jesus, not an inferior copy.  He is the fullness of God’s love and justice, holiness and majesty, sent to earth by God to be humanity’s Savior and Lord.  We are not to create images of God so that our hearts and minds are left free to worship the fullness of God in Jesus Christ.
Therefore, it is a surprise to read that humans are made in the image or likeness of God the Trinity.  Humans are not the fullness of God that Jesus reveals to us.  But we are a different type of image of God, better understood in the second word for image used to describe our creation; we are in God’s likeness.  We are like God, but not fully God.  We are reflections of His image, but not His full image.  To illustrate this point, consider the earth’s moon.  The moon has no light source of its own.  This is hard to believe during a night when the moon is full.  On those nights it is possible to walk outside in the open without any other source of light.  We can see our distinct shadows in this moonlight.  Yet the moon only reflects the light from its source the sun.  There is no mistaking the brilliance of the sun with the reflected light of the moon.  Or consider a mirror.  A mirror gives a reflection of your own image, yet you know the face in the mirror is not your real face.  Children who first discover their reflection in the mirror sit enraptured.  After more such discoveries, the mirror holds little excitement for them.  The children have learned the difference between a reflection and the real thing.
So we are a reflection of the image of God.  In some ways we are like God, yet in other ways we are not like God.  In no way are we God.  Jesus is the sun, while we are the moon.  Hebrews 1:3 explains who Jesus is, “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.”  Jesus is God, while we are reflectors of God’s image.  He is the only true Son of God while we are the adopted children of God.  In what way do we reflect God?  How are we in His image?  Finite creatures cannot be like God in His infinite qualities, such as living outside time and space dimensions.  We cannot be all-present, all-knowing, or all-powerful to name three of God’s infinite attributes.  We can, however, be like God in His moral characteristics.  We can love in sacrificial, giving ways.  We can be faithful and trustworthy.  We can be joyful.  We can be kind and gentle.  These are the qualities we appreciate about God and can see developed within us.  Indeed these are the qualities God placed within us when He created us in His image.
In verses 26 and 28 of Genesis 1, we get a listing of some of these qualities.  We are to rule like God in wisdom and beneficent decree.  The rule of God promotes life, encourages right, cultivates good and fosters health.  God created humans to rule His way over the rest of God’s creatures.  We are in God’s image to be overseers of the wonders of His creation.  We are to have oversight in His name to care for the environment for the long-term, and not pollute it for short-term gain.  We are to be fruitful and increase to fill the earth.  We are to bring forth new life in children to enjoy the bounty of the earth.  Ruling as God rules, under His direction, we sustain the harmony between humanity, creatures and God, which God initiated.  There is much more we could say about this, but suffice it to say that being in the image of God is not referring primarily to the physical.  To think we are in God’s physical image and thus that God has fingers, toes and a nose misunderstands the depth of our place in God’s creation.  Humans are much more than physical as we were created in God’s image.  We are the link between God and His creation, bridging the physical and the spiritual realms.  We are somewhat amphibious, created as both spirit being and animal flesh.
We reflect God morally, spiritually, intellectually, creatively, orderly, faithfully and most importantly as we live together in loving unity and harmony of life as God does.  Look back at verse 27 to discover that humanity reflects the image of God as male and female together.  Male alone does not reflect the image of God.  Nor does female alone reflect the image of God.  God is not masculine or feminine.  This is defining God by human standards.  God is beyond our sexuality.  Yet when male and female put aside our differences and the barriers that divide us and become united together in one bond of love, we glimpse the greatest reflection of God in our humanity.  This harmonious union of humanity reflects God the Trinity as God always demonstrates the inherent bond of love for each member of the Trinity.  The Holy Spirit always points to God the Son.  God the Son always serves God the Father.  God the Father always glorifies the Son.  As we learn to seek the best for each other, living in love for each other, we draw closer to living in the likeness of God.  This is specifically true and most intimately known in this world in the relationship of marriage where two become one.  But it is also true for families, churches, communities, nations and the whole earth.  Where we learn to love each other by serving and lifting each other up, we reflect the unity of God and we discover our purpose for life.  We are not accidents of chance.  We are to be the people of God reflecting His image and living in joy in His creation for His greater glory.

