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The Recipe for Disaster        Genesis 3

(All Scriptures are from the New International Version unless noted)         Pastor Mike Clark
Let’s quickly review of what we have learned from Genesis so far.  In Gen. 1, God created this world for us to enjoy with Him forever.  Repeat after me: “I am not an accident.”  In Gen. 2, God created us to be together in His Family.  Repeat after me: “I am not alone.”  Today in Gen. 3, the main lesson for humans then, now and anytime is - We get into trouble living without God.  Repeat after me: “I am not all-knowing or almighty.”
Here are three practical truths for all of us today from Gen. 3:

1) God is always faithful, loving, just and fair.

2) We get into trouble when we make decisions without God.

3) The bad consequences of not following God are our fault, not others’ nor God’s fault.

Truth 1: God is always faithful, loving, just and fair.  A quick summary of Genesis 2 is needed.  God created this world as good, meaning perfect for humans to live and enjoy with God forever.  Let’s look again at verses 8-9, Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there He put the man He had formed.  And the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food.  In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
I told you last week I was going to come back to these verses.  Here is what happened.  The man and woman enjoyed a lush garden that had no weeds or thorns, plenty of water and grew an abundance of trees pleasing the eye and the tongue.  Everything in that garden was good, including the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Those trees are not bad.  God planted them for good for humans.  God creates everything for good; never creating anything for evil.  But sometimes a good thing can be misused.  God knew the male and female were not yet able to use the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in a right way, so He forbade them to eat its fruit.  He said in verses 15-17, The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”

Listen to the incredible freedom the Lord gave the man and woman in that garden.  They could eat from every and any tree but one; but all we focus on is that they could not eat from one tree.  We think it strange that this one tree is there.  God had good reason for placing that tree there.  The man and woman just were not ready to understand that yet.  Parents do that all the time with children.  In most every home are knives, medicines, stoves, cleaning compounds, pesticides, etc.  All those things are for the good of the house, but not for children to eat or play with.  The parents put them where a child will hopefully not get into them and tell the child not to touch them or play with them.  A young child must trust a parent on what is right and wrong for them, as they don’t have the wisdom yet to know the difference.
There is a need for Adam and Eve to trust God about right and wrong in the Garden.  There is already the presence of one who wants to harm the young couple.  God does not create evil, only good things.  Evil is the corruption of something good.  The serpent was a noble creature intended by God to serve the humans.  But the serpent became corrupted in its pride and now wants to corrupt the humans too.  It is no coincidence that the serpent is by the tree of the knowledge of good and evil waiting for the humans to walk by it; the very tree from which God does not want them to eat.  Let’s hear what happened in Genesis 3:1-7,

1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’”

4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.  7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

With all their freedom, the curiosity of the young human couple led them to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; maybe because the serpent was there or maybe because of God’s prohibition.  Curiosity is a good thing when it leads us to discover new things.  The Lord placed countless good things in the garden and this world for humanity to discover and enjoy in their curiosity.  God created humans with curiosity so we could learn and mature.  Curiosity gets corrupted when it leads us to do what we have been told is not good for us, in fact is deadly for us.  I once went to take a hike at Cape Cod.  Near the start of the hike was a rusty, decrepit tower that looked like it was going to fall down very soon.  I would not have given it any more thought, except that on the tower was a sign that said, “Do Not Climb.”  No one in their right mind would climb that tower, but because it had that sign on it I wondered – could I climb that tower?  Have you ever thought like that?  Some sign or person says “No” and you say, “Why not?”  Don’t drive faster than the speed limit because it is dangerous and wastes gasoline.  That applies to everyone but me.  Don’t drink and drive!  Oh, I have just had a few drinks, so it is OK for me to drive.  Danger, No trespassing!  That’s true for everybody but me, I will be careful.  We humans don’t understand that no means no for good reasons.  We corrupt our gift of human curiosity by using it in ways that risk life, not enhance it.
When the humans saw the serpent by the tree and were drawn to that tree, what should they have done?  They should have gone directly back to God.  An old Danish proverb says, “No one can be caught in a place he does not visit.”  The Lord made His command perfectly clear; even giving a reason for why they should not eat of the tree.  “Don’t eat or you will die!”  It was not an eating tree for humans.  It was for something else.  They should have trusted God.  He had never given them reason to doubt Him before.  However, when the humans heard the serpent question God, what did they do?  They tried to defend God.  God does not need defending.  What should they have done?  They should have gone directly to God for their protection.  Don’t stay in a situation of trouble.  Don’t linger where you should not be.  Get away!  Trust God!  Go to Him about the problem for help.
By talking to the humans, the serpent got the humans to question God’s command.  “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?”  The woman corrected this foolish statement.  No you silly serpent, God did not say all the trees, only this tree.  But they were hooked into the discussion, so the serpent could get the humans to question God’s intent for their good.  4“You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman.  5“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  This was the first lie, the first blasphemy against God, and the first temptation for humans.  They were made to be like God, but not to be God.  They were made to be moral, but not to be the judge of what is right or wrong, especially when it concerned God.  Humans were created to trust God, not doubt Him.  That is why the evil one always works to get us to doubt God.  B. Clayton Bell wrote, “There are two big lies that Satan has been perpetrating ever since the Garden of Eden.  The first is that God is mean, vindictive, a spoilsport whose main role in life is to keep us from being fulfilled and happy--when we step out of bounds, He takes delight in making us pay.  The second lie is that God really doesn't care what we do--probably doesn't know.  And if He does, his business is to forgive ...”  (Many Happy Returns)
Then came the wrong that ruined paradise for humans.  It is not wrong to be tempted.  It is not wrong to question God directly and honestly.  It is wrong to go against what God says is right.  The humans disobeyed God.  Every temptation that comes to us is packaged as a good.  The woman saw the food was good for food, pleasing to the eye and desirable for gaining wisdom, so she ate it.  She should have said no.  She ate and gave a piece of fruit to the man.  He should have said no.  Instead, without a fight, he ate the fruit too.
Truth 2: We get into trouble when we make decisions without God.

Was the woman to blame for eating the fruit?  Yes.  She knew better.  Was she more to blame than the man?  No, he knew better too.  Many blame the woman more than the man.  She spoke up and talked to the serpent.  She took the first bite.  However, the male stood beside her the whole time, never speaking up, never raising a question or stating the truth.  He willingly went along with her.  She ate first, but he did not hesitate to eat second.  So the man is to blame too, just as much as the woman.  Was the serpent to blame for them eating the fruit?  Yes, the serpent tempted them, and for that receives the just consequences.  Does blaming the serpent remove the guilt of the humans?  No, they should not have been there.  They knew better.  They should not have disobeyed God.
Was God to blame for placing the tree there in the Garden that led to their disobeying Him?  No.  God placed that tree there for a good reason for the humans.  I am sure that later, if the humans had not disobeyed God, they would have learned of its proper use from God.  Maybe it was for a medicine against the afflictions of evil, or maybe it was for a serum against the poison of evil.  We don’t know.  We never got the chance to find out.  God placed it there for good reasons, not for humans to do wrong.  Remember this truth - God does not tempt anyone.  James 1:13-15, When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.”  For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone; but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  That is exactly what happened here with the humans.  They were tempted by an evil desire to be god of their own lives and ignore God’s warning.  They were dragged away and enticed by that desire to do what they knew was wrong.  Their desire led to their sin which leads to their death.
We affirm that God is always good, faithful, just and loving.  James 1:16-17 reads, Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers.  Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.  God shares no blame for the fall of humanity.  God did not intend for the humans to eat the fruit.  He made that clear.  We must realize that we always get into trouble when we make decisions without or against God’s direction.  Isn’t that painfully obvious in your life?  It is in mine.  Everything done in secret will be known sooner or later.  Don’t kid yourself.  You might get away with it for a while, but sooner or later, the truth will be known.  Every lie, cheat, shortcut, theft, gossip, slander, compromise and malicious intent we make will be known and we will suffer the consequences for them.  You may not realize the comprehensive files that already exist on each of us.  I spoke with a person this week who wanted to take out a loan.  He told me that the bank knew that he had coached little league baseball teams.  My wife just wanted to get a new credit card to replace an old one.  They asked here to verify the square footage of our house.  When my wife asked why that at all related to her getting a new card, they said they knew what it was already and used that information and a lot more to verify her identity.  Do you realize that every time you check out a movie, there is a record of what you watch.  Every time you use your credit or debit cards, there is a record of what you buy.  Banks, credit companies and many other such sources know your habits good or bad; your tendencies, tardiness, reliability, employment history, police record and so much more.  I spoke last week to the sheriff of our police force and he told me that every encounter you and I have with a police officer is recorded.  If you live in the shadows, everything you do will one day be known.  So live in the Light.  Seek a healthy accountability with others in everything you do.  In that way, you will find a greater health, strength and prosperity that keeps you from falling to temptation, and keeps you living a better life.
Truth 3) The consequences of not following God are our fault, not others’ nor God’s fault.

God did not punish the humans or the serpent.  They all received exactly what they deserved.  They experienced the consequences of their actions.  If I disobey the law of gravity and jump off a cliff without a parachute, I will plummet to the ground and die.  My fault.  God warned the humans of the consequences, but we did not listen then and don’t listen much now.  The comedian Fred Allen said, “Most of us spend the first six days of each week sowing wild oats, then we go to church on Sunday and pray for a crop failure.”

The serpent suffered the consequence of not following God.  It would crawl and eat dust rather than walk and breathe freely.  It will fight with humans, biting human ankles, but being crushed to death by them – losing in constant warfare.  The woman suffered the consequence of not following God.  Instead of the joy of bringing new life into the world, women now suffer great pains in giving birth to children.  Instead of being equal partners with the males in ruling this world, women lost their equality as males rule females in dominance struggles.  When God rules our world and we follow God, we rule under Him as equals – male and female together in His image.  When we take God out of the picture, the battle of the sexes for supremacy began.  When we lose our spiritual life with God and only become physical beasts, females lose out as the weaker physical sex.  The man suffered the consequence of not following God.  In the areas he enjoyed the gifts of God most, now he suffers.  The ground that was so fertile and productive becomes corrupted with weeds and thorns, and the harvest becomes very difficult.  The man will return in death to the very ground that gave him life, as his spirit nature dies and the physical body decays.  Humans did die the moment they ate of the fruit.  We died spiritually, losing our intimate relationship with God.  We then begin to die physically, as the body deteriorates without the eternal spirit.  These are not punishments from God; but consequences of living without God.  When we walk away from light, we live in darkness.  When we turn away from the source of life, we turn toward death.  When we disdain truth, we abide in deceit.  When we reject the loving rule of God, we become chained to the tyrannical hatred of the sin master.  Where once creation flourished with abundance, harmony and light, now we turn back toward darkness, chaos and emptiness.  The great life God intended for us in Paradise with Him, we lost in our selfish attempt to be our own gods.  Humanity never learned why God placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the garden for their good.  And we will not, as we are banished from the Garden of Eden.
However, God has not given up on the humans!  There is a sign of hope at the end of Genesis 3.  God clothes the couple, covering up their shame.  And then God prepares the way for our return to the Garden of Eden.  It will be a difficult path, one that involves a cross and the death of God’s Son.  Through Jesus, one day we will return to paradise.  Listen to this promise from our Lord in Revelation 2:7, He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.

1) God is always faithful, loving, just and fair.  2) We get into trouble when we make decisions without God.  3) The bad consequences of not following God are our fault, not others’ nor God’s fault.  Now we need God’s saving help to get back to paradise!  Will you seek Him?

