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“Find Your Balance in Life!” Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

Life: Read All About It!  Bible Study
October 11, 2009
2 Timothy 3:14-17
(All Bible Verses are from the New International Version unless otherwise noted.)

We are using the concept of a wheel to represent a balanced life that rolls smoothly along over life’s pathways.  In our illustration, Jesus is the hub at the center of our lives so we have strength, wisdom and harmony for every situation we encounter each day.  Then our question becomes, how do we get the strength of Jesus at the center out to the rim – where the rubber meets the road?  We need spokes – spiritual tools to get Jesus out into our daily situations.  As we read in Philippians 2:12-13, “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.”  We work out what Jesus works into each of us.  The spiritual tools get the strength, wisdom and love of Jesus from the center of our lives out into our daily situations.

Last Sunday we spoke about the first spoke - prayer.  Today we will talk about the second spoke – God’s Word, the truth from God we find in the Bible.  God’s Word powerfully changes our lives.  Listen to Isaiah 55:8-11, “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.  9"As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.  10As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11so is My Word that goes out from My mouth: It will not return to Me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  God’s Word produces results greater than His rain and snow that yield the harvest.  God’s Word achieves the purpose God intended in our daily lives to make us Christ-like.
Hebrews 4:12 says it this way, “For the Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  God’s Word judges our thoughts and attitudes, penetrating down into our souls for life or death.  The Word can set you free in the truth of God or by ignoring it, send us down the path of destructive behaviors and lost lives.  I hope you desire the first path of freedom, not the second path toward suffering and loss.

The Bible contains God’s truth for life.  It is God’s “Manual for Life.”  When you buy a car, computer, camera or many other items, they come with the manufacturer’s manual or user guide for operation and care.  For instance my camera manual explains all the intricacies of the different buttons, settings, formats and menus available.  It explains how to charge the battery, insert the memory card, then how best to use the camera in low or bright light settings, for distant or close subjects, for time exposures or to catch fast action, and so on.  It is amazing what these new little cameras can do when you learn how to use their controls properly.  It is also amazing how these manuals must tell us every way we should not use the camera.  You would think we would know these, but, since we are often foolish people, we need these reminders.  Each of these warnings is actually in my camera user guide.  Don’t insert the memory card backward.  Avoid shaking the camera while taking pictures.  Avoid dropping the camera by using the wrist strap.  Don’t erase images you want to keep, they can’t be recovered.  The camera will not operate if the power is not turned on.  Do not point the camera directly at the bright sun.  Do not swallow the memory card.  Stop operating the camera if it emits smoke or noxious fumes.  Don’t immerse the camera in water or liquids.  Do not cut the power cord.  Do not expose the battery to direct flames.  Be careful not to bang the camera or subject it to strong impacts.  In the same way, the Bible is God’s user guide to life, especially about our relationship with God and each other.  In it, the Lord tells us smart ways we are designed to live and things to avoid.
2 Timothy 3:14-17 gives us a good understanding of how the Lord intends for us to use the Bible, “But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  16All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17so that the person of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  There are six ways mentioned here in these verses that the Bible helps us.  God’s Word makes us wise; teaches, rebukes, corrects and trains us in righteousness and equips us for every good work.  Let’s look at each of these to understand how the Bible helps us to work out what the Lord is working into our lives.
Are you on a search for wisdom?  Do you know the difference between knowledge, intelligence and wisdom?  To have knowledge is to have the facts.  Facts can be relevant or irrelevant, trivial or vital.  I know people who can tell you the title and artist of a song if you just play the first few notes of that song.  I know others who can list the batting averages of their favorite baseball hitters and earned run averages of their favorite pitchers.  Good for them to know all that, but does it help them live a better life?  Intelligence is the ability to know the facts and apply them to specific situations.  Doctors apply their intelligence from study and experience to bring healing.  Teachers apply their intelligence from their study and experience to help students learn.  Then there is wisdom, the most important of the three.  You need facts and intelligence to be wise.  But just knowing the facts and being intelligent does not mean you are wise.  I know a lot of intelligent people who still do dumb things in their lives.

Then there are those people who just can’t do anything right.  Here is a dumb criminal.  A man walked into the corner store with a gun, planning to rob it.  He demanded all the money in the till.  The cashier put the money into a bag, as the robber instructed him to.  The robber then demanded the bottle of Scotch he saw behind the counter.  But the cashier wouldn't give it to him because he said he didn't believe the robber was over 21.  The robber pulled out his driver's license to prove it and the cashier gave him the Scotch.  After the robber left, the cashier called the police with the man's name and address.  He was arrested soon after.  That cashier was the wise one.

How about this foolish bank robber?  A man went into a Wells Fargo bank.  He got a deposit slip and wrote on it: "This iz a stikup.  Put all the munny in this bag."  Then he stood in line.  But he got nervous thinking that someone might have seen him write the note.  So he left the bank and crossed the street to the Bank of America.  He waited in line, then handed the note to the teller.  After reading the note, the teller determined that the man was not very bright.  So he told him he could not accept the stickup note because it was written on a Wells Fargo deposit slip.  He would either have to fill out a Bank of America deposit slip or go back to the Wells Fargo.  Looking somewhat defeated, the man said, "OK," and returned to the Wells Fargo where he was arrested while standing in line.  Now that is a dumb crook but a wise teller.

Wisdom takes the right facts and applies them through intelligence to make the right decisions in the right time.  Many Proverbs help us to understand the difference.  Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.”  Proverbs 15:31-32, “He who listens to a life-giving rebuke will be at home among the wise.  He who ignores discipline despises himself, but whoever heeds correction gains understanding.”  Proverbs 21:11, “When a mocker is punished, the simple gain wisdom; when a wise man is instructed, he gets knowledge.”
The Bible provides the answers for the search for ultimate wisdom from God.  Yet it is important that we understand why God gives us the Bible.  The Bible is not a business book for gaining wealth, but it does affect the morals of business and can help us to use God’s resources wisely.  The Bible is not a science book about how the world was created, but it does explain Who created the world and why He created it.  God gave us the Bible as the book about wisdom for salvation and our daily lives and relationships.  2 Timothy 3:15, “the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”  God shows us through His Word how to live eternally through faith in Christ and how to live abundantly for a life of purpose today.  Since our eternal life begins the moment we receive Jesus as our Lord and Savior, the Bible teaches us wisdom for eternal life lived daily now.  In other words, the Bible is all about right living resulting in meaningful and joyful life with God, ourselves and others.
Now we have to take God’s wisdom found in the Bible and work it out in our daily lives for our salvation.  We can’t just read the Bible as mere literature.  We must discover its truths through study and then apply them to our daily situations.  We do this in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Paul tells Timothy that “16All Scripture is God-breathed…”  God breathed is the literal translation of the Greek word.  We would call it inspired, which also literally means ‘in Spirited’.  When God created Adam from the earth, He breathed spirit into him to make him come alive.  This same life giving power comes to us through the Bible by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit made sure all the Bible is God’s Word of truth for life for us.  There are 66 books in the Bible written by some 40 different human hands who came from many different backgrounds, situations and times written over a 1500 year span mostly in three different languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek.  Yet the Holy Spirit brought them all together in unanimous harmony as He dictated through their writing.  The Bible is in complete agreement within itself about the Truth of God.  This separates the Bible from any other book because its source is from God not humans.  We call the books of the Bible, the High Canon of Holy Scripture.  Canon means ‘standard’ or measuring rod.  They are the best of the best writings of God’s Truth.  Other books were written, you might have heard of some of them.  Some today say they have discovered new books of the Bible.  No, we have known about those books for a long time, but they do not have the same high level of authority and perfect truth found in the 66 books of the Bible.  They don’t make the high standard so they are not included.  The Canon books are the best, definitely reliable teaching of what the Lord tells us to do and how to live.  The truths in these books have passed every tests of historical and archeological trustworthiness many times over.  In fact, the Bible has corrected history and archeology many times while they have never corrected it.  There are far more evidences of the truth of the Bible than any other ancient text by the thousand fold.  We can be sure we are dealing with God’s Truth when we read the Bible today.
2 Timothy 3:16 lists four ways we can apply God’s wisdom to our daily situations in the power of the Holy Spirit, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”  The first is teaching so we can learn the basic directions for life in Christ each day.  Just as my camera user guide explains the basics about how to use my camera, we learn from the Bible the key truths of how to live with God and each other.  We learn who God is and how we were made in His image.  We learn what happens when we don’t follow God’s direction.  We learn who Jesus is and how to be His disciples.  We learn what makes us happy and blessed (see the Beatitudes.)  We learn from the Bible how to pray, worship, serve God and each other, share His gifts, use His resources wisely and be in His family - the Church.  We learn how to overcome temptations, defeat evil, endure difficulties and mature through trials.  We learn what will happen in the end times and how to prepare for them.  We even learn what our eternal life will be like in God’s Kingdom beyond this world.  The Bible teaches us how to live with God and each other.
The second way we apply God’s wisdom from the Bible is for rebuking.  Rebuking or reproof calls us back from heading in the wrong direction, turning us back from our errors in life.  These are the “Thou shalt nots…” of the Bible; the warnings about what we should not do with our lives.  Proverbs 9:8-9 teaches the value of rebuke to the wise, “Do not rebuke a mocker or he will hate you; rebuke a wise man and he will love you.  Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a righteous man and he will add to his learning.”  Through these rebukes the Bible tells us why it is harmful to live in selfishness, pride, anger or hasty judgment.  These rebukes keep us from foolish decisions that only have short-term benefits and long-term dangers.  Just as cameras were not meant to be dropped or immersed in water, we are not meant to live for or be controlled by our sexual desires, stomachs, temporary fleshly beauty, material things or creaturely comforts.  The Bible calls us away from living without God, without the Spirit and without hope for tomorrow by rebuking us from these dangerous things.
Then the Bible can correct us by guiding us in the right directions in life.  Rebuking warns us to turn away from error.  Correcting setting us on the right path and keeps us following it.  The camera user guide tells us how to properly focus and operate the camera in specific situations.  The Bible gives us the alternative to wayward living with satisfying, right living.  Once you know how not to live sexually, how do you live sexually in a healthy way?  Once you know how not to live for yourselves, how do you live for others and God?  What is the purpose to your life?  How do you find your place of serving in God’s Body, the Church?  How do you share God’s truth with your neighbors?  How do you make right decisions by the guidance of the Holy Spirit?  All the answers to these questions and more are found in the helpful corrections taught in the Bible’s truth for our daily lives.
All of this teaching, rebuking and correcting lead to the Bible’s training in righteousness.  Training develops through daily habits and practices we need to get the good results in life.  If I train to run a marathon, I need to regularly practice for it by running almost every day.  If I want to live a righteous life, there are daily practices and exercises to learn from the Bible.  Those are what we are talking about in all this series on finding our balance in life in Christ.  These disciplines are the spokes I have begun to share with you: worship, prayer, Bible study, speak the truth in love, wise use of finances, reach out and share the love of Christ in ministry and mission, outreach and evangelism.  This training is not for head knowledge only, but as Paul remarks, to be “thoroughly equipped for every good work” so we can see the truth of God reproduced in our lives.  We learn to live the victory of Christ over temptation and evil as found in Ephesians 6.  We learn to experience the fruit of the Spirit Life as found in Galatians 5.  We become strong to endure and rejoice through any trial as we learn in Philippians 4.
Here is 2 Timothy 3:16-17 again, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the person of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  Let the Holy Spirit work out in your life what the Lord works in as God’s Word makes you wise; teaches, rebukes, corrects and trains you in righteousness; all so you are equipped to bring glory to God in your daily life.
