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“Find Your Balance in Life!” Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

Can We Talk About Money? (Stewardship)
November 22, 2009
Church of the Valley, Apple Valley, CA
Some don’t like us to talk about money at church.  They think the church is always asking for money for our own interests.  I want to tell you today that is not why we talk about money here at COV.  Yes, we would like everyone to support our ministries and mission.  Yes, we would like to do all we can for the kingdom of God, but we don’t talk about money so you will give more.  We talk about money because money is one of the main topics of the Bible!  1 in 5 verses of the Bible deal with finances.  That makes it important to talk about for that reason alone.  Why does the Bible speak about money so much?  Because how we handle our money is an indicator of our spiritual life.
1 Timothy 6:9-10 describes what happens when we let the love of money control our lives, “9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.”  People misquote this verse all the time.  Notice that money itself is not a root of evil.  Money is morally neutral; capable of being used for good or evil.  The love of money is a root of evil, not the only root, but a major source of grief.  What we really need to see in these verses is that when money becomes a central desire of our lives, watch out for trouble.
In Matthew 6:19-21, Jesus emphasizes that what takes center stage in our lives determines our purpose for life, “19Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  We talk about hearts a lot at COV because our hearts indicate our lives.  Our hearts show if we know the Lord.  Our hearts display our reason for living.  So if what we treasure locates our hearts, then we better talk about our hearts.  We don’t want anyone plunging into ruin and destruction chasing after the false god of riches.  We don’t want anyone wasting your lives on temporary treasures that get eaten, rust or stolen.  We want you to know the eternal riches of our heavenly Father, so we must not shy away from talking about money.  Instead we should talk about money frequently.
Money talk consumes our media.  Many watch the stock markets constantly with their emotions going down or up with every dive and gain of the DOW.  Our government leaders debate and practice economic policies that make or break our state and country.  What the Lord says about how we handle money will never steer us wrong, bankrupt or corrupt us.  What the Lord teaches about money insures a sound and prosperous investment in our future.  There has never been a more important time to talk about money than today, especially in the church.
Money can be one of the easiest ways to see the Lord work in and through our lives.  If we take even small steps to become Christ-centered and Holy Spirit guided with finances, we see the Lord work through it in wonderful ways.  If we take large steps and truly trust the Lord to guide us in how to use our money, we will see huge changes in our lives.  The Lord asks us to test Him by offering a tithe, 10% of our money.  Malachi 3:10, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.  Test Me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.”  The power of the tithe compounds our rate of return in a way that no money market, mutual fund or gold investment can match.  Now don’t hear me wrong.  I am not saying every Christian will become a millionaire if we follow the Lord’s instructions about money.  The Bible does say that if we let the Lord control our money use, He promises to take care of our needs and generously bless us in many other amazing ways.  The Lord dares us to test Him in this and see that we will gain far more riches than money can ever bring.  If we learn how to let the Lord work out His blessings through the use of our money and resources, we will gain priceless treasures in relationships, achievement, meaning and purpose in our lives.  Money can’t buy happiness; but using our money and resources to glorify God, love others and invest in our eternal future does bring a guaranteed reward of joy and satisfaction.
So, you see, not only should we talk about money in church, we must talk about money.  We must talk about money as a way to grow in our walk with the Lord.  We talk a lot about money to help you live a better life, an abundant life, the way the Lord wants you to live.  With financial growth, we have seen an amazing amount of spiritual growth and joy through our Financial Peace University course here at COV.  People sitting next to you have been freed from money stress and money enslavement to become people who control their money for greater life.  Marriages get saved and strengthened through the Financial Peace University.  The number one cause of divorce in America is money fights.  Over 50% of divorces come from financial stress and problems.  Christian marriages are not exempt from this statistic.  When you agree in the Lord on how to handle your money together, you discover a major source of unity in your marriage.  Here are some amazing statistics about the 50 some people of COV that took Financial Peace University.  In just 13 weeks, the average amount of money saved by each family unit of those attending was $5,457 and they paid off an average of $2,123 of debt.  You can do that too if you get serious about using your finances wisely.

Listen to this key Bible truth for our lives today.  Don’t be slaves to money; let money serve you as you serve the Lord.  Don’t let money control you; let the Lord control it through you.  We don’t worship money as a golden calf.  Money is not our creator.  We are to create with it in the Lord.  Where the love of money causes destruction, using money to serve God and others causes better life.

Don’t be slaves to money so that it controls you.  I found it very sad that when our President travelled to China this week, some felt that he would not speak up on moral issues such as the persecution of Christians in China because of the huge debt the US owes to China.  The debt rate of the US is skyrocketing, both of our country and its citizens.  Debt has become a national way of life and a national disgrace.  Don’t let debt enslave you.  There are a lot of people and big businesses who want your money and go to extreme measures to take it from you!  They spend billions of dollars to pressure you to spend yours and go into debt.  We rarely heard of people in debt before 1950 because there were no credit cards.  Can you imagine that?  This national epidemic now means that Americans have an average debt of more than $38,000.  Consumer debt has tripled since 1980 and is now more than 2.7 trillion dollars.  For every dollar spent, credit debt makes it $1.23.  Our neighborhoods sit with many empty houses due to foreclosure.  3 of the 5 houses immediately around us on our street were foreclosed in the last few years!  This should make us mad about this economic disaster and decide to do something about it.  Get passionate about it personally by doing 3 things to control your spending and debt.
1. Build up an emergency fund so you won’t borrow in times of need.  When the car breaks down and costs $500 to fix, you don’t have to borrow on your credit card to get it fixed.  You don’t have to pay 18% and more for the next few years wasting your money.  With an emergency fund used only for true emergencies, you have the money to handle emergencies without going into more debt.  Don’t be stupid.  Emergencies will happen.  Cars break down.  Junior will need a doctor.  Heaters fail.  Recessions happen.  Don’t bury your head in the sand and think that you will be the one person in 6 ½ billion people living on this planet today that will never face an emergency.  Start this week putting money aside so you have at least a $500 emergency fund.  A crisis becomes an inconvenience when you have the money.  $1000 will be better and eventually you want to build up an emergency fund of 3 to 4 months’ worth of expenses that will get you through some major emergencies such as medical operations or loss of a job.  Don’t touch this money unless you face a true emergency!  A sale at “Spend Mart” or “Cost me an arm or a leg for quantities of things I won’t ever be able to use up” is not an emergency.  A birthday at the happiest place on earth is not an emergency.  Build up an emergency fund for real emergencies!
2. Stop spending more than you make by living on a budget.  Dave Ramsey says, "When your outgo exceeds your income, your upkeep becomes your downfall."  A budget is not a dirty word.  A budget is simply a financial tool to control your spending.  With a budget we limit our spending now so we can use it wisely now and later.  With a budget we set priorities for how we use money.  It's human nature to want it and want it now; it's also a sign of immaturity.  Delaying pleasure for a greater result equals maturity.  It does not matter how much you make if you can’t control your spending.  I have personally seen just as many millionaires waste away all their money as those who made thousands.  The sad fact is that within two years of retirement, 78 percent of NFL players are bankrupt or in severe financial distress.  One NBA player made $110 million and was broke within 2 years of ending his career.  I read this week that the actor Nicholas Cage who makes millions a picture is broke!  The simple truth is that if we use money foolishly now, we won’t have any later.  If we use money wisely now, we will have money later, and we won’t waste our hard earned money on things that look good today, but mean nothing tomorrow.
3. Get out of debt as soon as you can.  Proverbs 22:7, (NASB) The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower becomes the lender’s slave.  The average household carries an $8,367 balance on their credit cards, which equals $929.70 a year in interest payments, which means almost $1000 dollars thrown away each year that cannot be spent on something more important.  40% of Americans are currently "upside down" in their car loans, which means they owe more on their car than it's worth.  The best thing many should do is sell their fancy, debt ridden car and buy an affordable used car.  Think about this please.  If you had no debt, what would you do with the money?  No credit card debt, no car payments, no house payments!  That is hundreds and thousands of extra dollars available each month.  You could do some really great things, but do them wisely!  Making money work for you, not you working for your debt.
So this leads us to the second big way to use finances wisely.  After we learn to control our spending and debt, we find financial peace as we use our money for better life for our households and God’s glory by doing these three things:
1. Invest for your future.  What does this mean = SAVE!  The average American saves only 2.2% of their after tax income while the average Japanese saved 27.9%.  It has been said that “The only people who don’t plan for retirement are those who like the taste of dog food.”  Dave Ramsey writes (Financial Peace Revisited, pg 108-109), “You work and slave to bring home the bacon.  Then what happens?  Your checkbook simply serves as a clearing account for the people you owe and the ‘stuff’ you buy.  The money goes in and all the money goes out instantly.…  It is ridiculous for you to spend your entire life at your given occupation only to end up broke and discouraged.”  The power of investment compounds tremendously to our advantage.  Where we lose thousands a year due to interest charges, we gain thousands a year due to interest on savings in mutual funds, Roth IRA’s, 401K plans and other solid retirement strategies.  Invest for your future.
2. Invest for your children and the next generation.  What most impresses me about those born in the early 1900’s, often called the Builder’s generation, is their desire to invest in the lives of their children and those coming after them.  They lived through the Great Depression and know that you can’t go into great debt.  They sacrificed through World War 2 for our country and freedoms.  They sacrifice now to help children and grand-children.  They know that money is a tool to use to help others not themselves.  One thing about this generation that they could do better is not to hoard too much money out of fear of the future.  They could release more of their resources to help others as they are the wealthiest generation in America today.  The rest of us have a lot to learn from this generation of caring, considerate citizens, careful spenders and sacrificial givers.
3. Invest for the Kingdom of God.  Giving helps change us from selfish to selfless.  Giving opens our lives for God to use us.  Giving brings great reward and even more resources from the Lord.  2 Corinthians 9:6-8 (New Living Translation), 6Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.  7You must each decide in your heart how much to give.  And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.  8And God will generously provide all you need.  Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.”

We discover 3 great truths here, one from each verse.  6Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop.  But the one who plants generously will get a generous crop.  To get a generous harvest, we must sow generously.  Planting few seeds means gaining a small crop in return, while planting generously means harvesting a generous crop that can be 50, 70 or 100 times more than planted.  We have to be willing to risk to get a greater return.  We must risk our hearts to love others in hopes that they will return our love.  God the Father did that with us.  He gave His only Son so that we would see how much He loves us.  He watched His Son die at the hands of those who rejected Him.  However, now He watches many thousands and millions enter into His eternal kingdom through the love of Jesus Christ.  We operate on that economic principle here at COV.  We operate on faith that trusts that God generously provides us all we have so we can be used by Him to generously share with others.  We cannot be miserly at COV.  We cannot say that we live by the bottom line of money deficits of the past.  We must move forward together.  We must take a greater step of faith.  We must trust that God will do as He promises to provide for us and help us use the plenty He graciously gives us beyond our needs to help others.  COV will not move forward unless we step out in faith to plant as generously as we have received from the Lord.  The Lord deserves our best efforts.
7You must each decide in your heart how much to give.  And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.  We don’t give reluctantly or by pressure, but cheerfully from the love in our hearts for God.  This message today is not meant to produce guilt in any of you.  This message is not meant to pressure you to give more to COV.  This message is meant to ask you to look at how much you have received from the Lord and, in response, give generously.  If you have experienced Jesus’ great love for you, and you have known God’s generosity to you to help you through your hardships and needs, then you should want to freely and cheerfully share that love and generosity with others.  Where your treasure is, there is your heart.  If Jesus is your treasure and lives in your heart, you will want to become more like Him and give to others in love as you have received His love.
8And God will generously provide all you need.  Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others.”  God promises that we will have everything we need and more to share because we are in touch with the infinite, generous God.  He does not promise that we will have everything we want.  That would not be good for us.  He promises everything we need and more!  God wants us to live joyous, successful, meaningful lives, not miserly, stingy, Scrooge lives.  God wants us to experience His generosity.  What is keeping us from experiencing God’s incredible gifts?  Us!  When we hold on tightly to the gifts of God and don’t share them, we have no more room in our lives for the Lord to give us more.  When we receive the Lord’s gifts, meet our needs and share what is left, that creates more room in our lives for the Lord to gift us with more.  We are like a conduit of God’s generosity that grows the more we share.  If we hold it in, it blocks us up.  If we pass it on, it opens us up to more.  We expand in sharing God’s love, forgiveness, resources and gifts only as we share them.
That is the most important thing we need to understand about money.  Money can be a terrible enslavement or it can become a wonderful way through which Jesus works through our lives.  Change your heart to free it from enslavement to money so we can receive and share the generosity of our Lord.  Sign up for Financial Peace U!  We start again in the New Year with two options: Wednesday, Jan. 13 and Sunday, Jan. 17.  And look carefully at your wallets, purses, checkbooks, bank accounts and investment portfolios.  Is your money controlling you?  Or are you controlling your money through Christ to bring about greater life?
