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“Jesus Said ‘I Am’”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

March 28, 2010: Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”
Truths in some cases can be flexible while in other cases inflexible.  We can modify some truths, while others we cannot modify at all.  For instance, if a recipe calls for 1 cup of flour, we could add or detract a little flour depending on our altitude, but we could not use 1 cup of salt instead or leave out the flour altogether.  I made cookies one time in which I forgot to add a cup of flour and they did not come out edible.  Some laws can be broken, but not others.  We could drive over the speed limit and not suffer any consequences if we are not caught.  Even if we are caught, we could have a good reason such as some emergency that would keep us from getting a ticket.  However, some laws cannot be broken, like the law of gravity.  If we jump off a high cliff with no parachute or other aid, gravity will win every time.  We can’t argue about the law of gravity as it is set and unchangeable.  Some things we can think up for ourselves as fact, but not others.  You could think you were strong; and compared to many others, you might be strong.  But if you think you are a super hero and can step in front of a train to stop it, we all know the train will win that battle no matter how sincere is your faith in your super strength.

Some vital truths are not relative because they remain true in every situation.  We call these truths absolute.  2 plus 2 always equals 4 not 5.  Moral truth cannot be changed.  Moral truth from God is not decided by a majority vote.  Selfishness, greed, hatred, contempt and pride all have bad consequences, while selflessness, giving, love, sympathy and humility all have reward.  When it comes to religion and belief, we must decide what is true and what is not true.  Are there absolute truths about God?  Some like to say that all religions are basically the same, and all lead by different paths up to the summit of the same mountain.  For instance, most of the world’s religions teach some variation of the Golden Rule, “Do unto others what you want them to do for you.”  But can any of those religions actually give us the ability – the power – to live that rule?  No, not one human religion can give us that power.  However, those who have the Spirit of Christ can live the golden rule.  When it comes to the basic truth about who God is or who Jesus is, different faiths disagree completely.  Consider, for instance, the facts of the deity, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Islam denies the deity, death and resurrection of Christ.  Christianity affirms these facts as the heart of its message.  On this crucial point, one of these mutually contradictory views is untrue and wrong, while the other is true and right.  They cannot both be simultaneously true, no matter how sincerely each is believed by any multitude of people.

This is what distinguishes Christian belief.  Christianity is not a religion.  Religions are humanity’s attempts to understand and reach up to God.  They contain partial truths wrapped in human misconceptions, biases and misunderstandings.  Christian truth comes from God’s reaching down to us to lift us back to Him.  That is what makes Christ unique.  This is the key and absolute truth for us.  God the Father only sent Jesus His Son to rescue us from living and dying without God and to bring us back to life with God.  There is no other way than Jesus to be saved for eternal life.
Jesus is the only way to eternal life!  He said it this way in John 14:1-7,
1"Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust in God; trust also in Me.  2In My Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am going there to prepare a place for you.  3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am.  4You know the way to the place where I am going."

5Thomas said to Him, "Lord, we don't know where You are going, so how can we know the way?" 

6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through Me.  7If you really knew Me, you would know My Father as well.  From now on, you do know Him and have seen Him." 
This claim of Jesus offends many people.  While preaching on this passage in a previous church, I stated Christ’s claim to be the only way to God the Father.  As soon as I said that a women got up and walked out of the church.  Now I know that this exclusive claim of Jesus is very difficult for many of our neighbors to hear and grasp, but this woman felt I should not even be saying that in church.  Nevertheless, we must say that Jesus is the only way to God and we must understand why that truth is so vital.  Jesus does not make this claim to be judgmental, to boast or for any other negative reason.  He simply states the truth we must deal with that actually makes a lot of sense if you understand it.  Jesus’ claim stands on the basis of His unique character and mission.  Let’s understand what makes Jesus unique and thus why this truth remains so important and essential to us.
First, Jesus is the unique Son of God, the full revelation of Who God is to us.  When we see Jesus, we see God the Father.  So, if we want to come to the Father, we come through Jesus.  The story is told that during the Civil War, a soldier, a mere private in the Union army, had lost his older brother and his father in the war.  He went to Washington, D.C. to see President Lincoln to ask for an exemption from military service so he could go back and help his sister and mother with the spring planting on the farm.  On furlough, he went to the White House and asked to see the president.  However, he was told, “You can’t see the president!  The president’s a very busy man.  Now go away!  Get back out there and fight the Rebs like you’re supposed to.”  So he left, disheartened, and sat on a park bench not far from the White House where a boy came up to him.  The lad said, “Soldier, you look unhappy.  What’s wrong?”  The soldier looked at the boy and spilled his heart out about his situation.  The boy took the soldier by the hand and led him around to the back of the White House.  They went through the back door, past the guards, past all the generals and the high ranking government officials until they got to the president’s office itself.  The boy didn’t even knock on the door but just opened it and walked in.  There was President Lincoln with his secretary of state, looking over battle plans on the desk.  President Lincoln looked up and said, “What can I do for you Todd?”  And Todd said, “Daddy, this soldier needs to talk to you.”  The soldier had a chance to plead his case to President Lincoln, and was exempted from military service due to the hardship he was under.  The son was the way to the father.

Jesus, the Son of God, is our way to God the Father.  Everything else keeps us from the Father, but Jesus takes us to Him.  Our failings, wrongs, insignificance and commonness would seem to keep us from God.  We are not heads of state, royalty, celebrities, mega-corporate executives or key players on the world stage.  We do not model any kind of perfection, holiness, righteousness or grand achievement.  Why would God want to see us?  And yet God does want to see and know us.  He sent His only Son so we could know God and live with Him forever in His kingdom.  This comes by way of God’s personal and free invitation.  You know it.  Everyone knows it.  Say John 3:16 with me, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  We don’t know God’s love without Jesus.  We don’t know who God is without Jesus.  We don’t know the way to God without Jesus.  Jesus is the unique Son of God.
Jesus is the unique Word of God, who makes the Father known.  John 1:14,18: 

14The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made Him known.
A man asked a preacher why John called Jesus Christ “the Word.”  It seemed a strange designation to him.  The preacher answered, “It seems to me that, as our words are the means that permit us to communicate with others, John used it to show that Jesus Christ is the only means whereby God chose to communicate with man.”  Jesus Christ, then, is God’s speech or discourse to humanity.  Therefore, for the Christian, it is impossible to be theologically inclusive.  If we take Jesus at His word, we must be exclusive because He is exclusive.  The cornerstone of the Christian message is Jesus Christ - God came to earth.  “The Word became flesh and lived among us.”  He made the Father known.  If we want to know who God is, we look to Jesus.  Hebrews 1:1-3 tells us, “1In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, 2but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.  3The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word.”  Jesus is the unique Word of God who makes the Father known.  God the Father speaks to us through Him.
Jesus is the unique Son of Man, the full revelation of the truth about how we are to live before God.  The title “the Son of Man” was Jesus favorite way of speaking about Himself.  Jesus is truly unique in being the only 200% being.  He is fully God while also being fully human.  We are not fully human as we are fallen, broken, and corrupted humans.  We don’t live the way God originally created us to live, nor do we live even as we hope we could live.  Jesus, the Word made Flesh - God living in human body, is the perfect mediator between God and humanity.  Jesus as the Son of God came to show us the Father.  Jesus as the Son of Man came to show us who we should be and how we should live as humans living with God.  For instance, in Matthew 20:26-28 Jesus taught, 26whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your slave 28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many."  Jesus tells us how to live as He lived as a servant to God and to others, and only Jesus lived this life completely.  If we want to experience the joy and purpose of living as fully human again, we can only do that in Jesus’ example and in Jesus’ power from His Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the unique Son of Man.
Jesus is the unique suffering Savior, the God-Human who can sympathize with us and die in our place to remove our failings.  He knows our suffering, temptations and trials.  Isaiah 53:3-5 spoke of Jesus’ suffering.  3He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.  4Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and afflicted.  5But He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed.  Jesus, the unique suffering Savior, is the only one who can bridge the gap between our hurts and healing, our suffering and saving, our wrongs and redemption.  Only Jesus, the unique God-Human, can completely empathize with our needs while at the same time doing something about it.
Bob Weber, past president of Kiwanis International, spoke to a club in a small town.  He then went to the home of a local farmer.  He was relaxing on the front porch when a newsboy delivered the evening paper.  The boy noted the sign ‘Puppies for Sale’ at the house.  The boy got off his bike and said to the farmer, “How much do you want for the pups, mister?”  “Twenty-five dollars, son.”  The boy’s face dropped.  “Well, sir, could I see them anyway?”  The farmer whistled, and in a moment the mother dog came bounding around the corner of the house followed by four cute puppies, wagging their tails and yipping happily.  Then another pup came straggling around the house, dragging one hind leg.  “What’s the matter with that puppy, mister?” the boy asked.  “Well, Son, that puppy is crippled.  We took her to the vet and the doctor took an X-ray.  The pup doesn’t have a hip joint so that leg will never be right.”  To the amazement of both men, the boy dropped the bike, reached for his collection bag and took out a fifty-cent piece.  “Please, mister,” the boy pleaded, “I want to buy that pup.  I’ll pay you fifty cents every week until the twenty-five dollars is paid.  Honest I will, mister.”  The farmer replied, “But, Son, you don’t seem to understand.  That pup will never be able to run or jump.  That pup is going to be a cripple forever.  Why in the world would you want such a useless pup as that?”  The boy reached down and pulled up his pant leg, exposing an iron brace and leather knee-strap holding a poor twisted leg.  The boy answered, “Mister, that pup is going to need someone who understands him to help him in life!”

Because He bears the scars of His suffering for us, the risen, living Christ gives us hope.  He understands us - our temptations, discouragements, and even our thoughts concerning death.  And, even more, by His resurrection and victory over sin, evil and death, we have help in this life and a secure hope for our eternal life.  Jesus is the unique suffering Savior who reunites us to the Father.
Jesus is the unique victor over sin, evil and death.  Jesus is our Resurrection and the Life.  He shares this with us in John 11:25.  I will speak a lot more about this next week at our Easter celebrations.  Just realize this for today - when Jesus rose from the grave and the dead, He uniquely overcame our greatest enemies and strongest problems.  He gave us the victory we need to live today and forever.
Jesus is the only way to God the Father because He is the only one God the Father sent to rescue us and bring us to God’s eternal kingdom.  This is the truth other religions cannot claim and people of this world do not understand.  Colossians 1:15-20 sums this up, 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  16For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.  17He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18And He is the head of the body, the Church; He is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything He might have the supremacy.  19For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in Him, 20and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross.
Jesus is uniquely qualified; the only one by which these things happen:
· All things were created by God the Father through Jesus.

· Jesus is before all things and holds all things together.

· Jesus is Head of the one Church, the beginning and firstborn from the dead for all God’s people.

· Jesus is fully God, yet also fully human; more human than we are.

· Because Jesus is fully God and human, He alone reconciles us perfectly to God through the cross.

Of the great religious leaders of the world, Christ alone claims deity.  It really doesn’t matter what one thinks of Muhammad, Buddha or Confucius as individuals.  Their followers emphasize their teachings.  Not so with Christ.  He made himself the focal point of his teaching.  The central question He put to his listeners was, “Who do you say that I am?”  In response to this question, there are only 3 possible answers to who Jesus is.  Jesus cannot be just a great teacher, one of many, because in examining Jesus’ words we find He repeatedly claims His divinity and by His actions He repeatedly confirms His claims.  So we must decide if:
1) Jesus was greatly deceived and therefore a lunatic.

2) Jesus was greatly deceived and therefore a liar and evil.

3) Jesus was exactly who He said He was - The Son of God!
Only this last answer is the truth that fits all the evidence!  God the Father only sent Jesus His Son to rescue us from living and dying without God and to bring us back to life with God.  Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  There is no other way than Jesus to the Father; no other way to be saved for eternal life.  What is your answer to who Jesus is?
