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“Jesus Said ‘I Am’”
Bible Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

April 4, 2010: Jesus said, “I am the Resurrection and the Life”
Most of the time, a gravestone tells the name of the person and the dates of their birth and death.  Sometimes they add more facts or interesting notes.  These notes are called epitaphs.  Here are some famous ones:

· In a Pennsylvania cemetery: “Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake - Stepped on the gas instead of the brake.”

· In a New Mexico cemetery: “Here lies Johnny Yeast - Pardon me for not rising”

· A lawyer's epitaph in England: “Sir John Strange - Here lies an honest lawyer, and that is Strange.”
· In a Georgia cemetery: "I told you I was sick!"
· In a cemetery in England: “On the 22nd of June - Jonathan Fiddle - went out of tune.”

· Harry Smith of New York: “Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the car was on the way down.  It was.”
· In a Maryland cemetery: “Here lies an atheist.  All dressed up and no place to go.”

· Vermont: “She lived with her husband fifty years and died in the confident hope of a better life.”

· England: “Here lies the body of Margaret Bent, she kicked up her heels and away she went”

· Benjamin Franklin - “The body of Benjamin Franklin, printer lies here, food for worms.  Yet the work itself shall not be lost, for it will, as he believed, appear once more in a new and more beautiful edition, corrected and amended by its Author.”
· Winston Churchill – “I am ready to meet my Maker.  Whether my Maker is prepared for the great ordeal of meeting me is another matter.”

· Here at Sunset Hills in Apple Valley, we can read “The Cowboy's Prayer” at Roy Rogers’ gravesite:
“Oh Lord, I reckon I'm not much just by myself.  I fail to do a lot of things I ought to do. 
But Lord, when trails are steep and passes high, help me to ride it straight the whole way through. 
And when in the falling dusk I get the final call, I do not care how many flowers they send-- 
Above all else the happiest trail would be for You to say to me, "Let's ride, My friend."  Amen
Although you can find the grave site where Jesus was laid, you can’t find a tombstone.  Nothing can say Jesus is buried there because that tomb is empty.  The truth about Jesus comes from His own words that He said before His death and proved by His rising from the dead.  He said, “I am the resurrection and the life!”  The Bible records that Jesus ended every funeral he attended because He resurrected the person.  He brought a little girl back to life in Mark 5:35-43 and a young boy in Luke 7:11-17.  In John 11, Jesus raised His good friend Lazarus back to life.  Here is how it happened.  When Jesus heard Lazarus was ill, He purposely waited until Lazarus had died to go to him.  This seemed cruel at first because Jesus could have healed him before he died.  But God had greater plans for Lazarus, as this incident reveals who Jesus is for all of us.  In verse 21 Lazarus’ sister Martha meets Jesus.  Martha does not understand why Jesus waited, but she is willing to give Jesus the benefit of her doubt, because she knows Jesus always does what is right and loving.  John 11:21-27;
21"Lord," Martha said to Jesus, "if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  22But I know that even now God will give You whatever You ask." 

23Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again." 

24Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day." 

25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?" 

27"Yes, Lord," she told Him, "I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."

Jesus promised Martha her brother would rise again.  Martha thought He meant at the end time, but Jesus meant now.  Martha doesn’t understand this, but how could she?  How could she understand that Jesus meant Lazarus would rise again that very day?  We say things like Martha too.  We say we believe Jesus is the resurrection and that our loved ones will rise at the last day.  But how much do we really believe that?  As we stand in this cemetery this morning, how much do we believe that one day these tombs will give up their dead?  If Jesus was among us now and said that one of our deceased loved ones was going to rise up today, would we truly believe Him?  We see death as so powerful and final.  It is hard for us to deal with death.  We grieve with great suffering when a spouse, parent or child dies.  If we really believed Jesus, we would not grieve so much.  Like Martha, we want to believe with all our hearts, but find it so hard to believe that life will triumph over death.  The truth Jesus wanted to teach Martha, His disciples and all of us today is He is the resurrection and the life that defeats death.  So He dramatically demonstrates that what He says is true, not just in the future last day, but right then and there.  He takes Martha straight to Lazarus’ tomb.  Lazarus had been in the tomb four days.  Four days was the time establishing a person as officially dead, with no chance of their being in a coma.  Four days in a dark, damp, cold tomb means conclusively and legally that person is not going to wake up.  Besides that, the effects of death have begun to work on his body.  Let’s see how Jesus dealt with all of this.
38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.  39"Take away the stone," He said. 

"But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days." 

40Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" 

41So they took away the stone.  Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.  42I knew that You always hear Me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that You sent Me."  43When He had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and let him go."

Lazarus, officially dead, walked out of his own tomb.  Everyone else stands still in utter amazement.  Ironically the living cannot move, while the dead walks.  Jesus breaks their trance because only He is not amazed.  He did exactly what He said He would do.  Jesus resurrects Lazarus, and has the presence of mind to have the people take off all the trappings of death.  Lazarus was completely free of death’s grip and needed to be cared for by His family and friends.  They rush to him and take away the grave cloths.  Then they look to Jesus in even greater amazement.  Jesus did exactly what He told them He would do.  He is the resurrection and the life.  He resurrected Lazarus from the dead.  They saw the glory of God.

However, an even greater glory was about to happen.  Lazarus’ death and resurrection set up Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Jesus raised others, but could He be raised from the dead?  You and I know that to be true.  The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is historical fact.  His resurrection has never been refuted although many have tried.  There is more evidence for the resurrection of Jesus than for any other event in human history.  Jesus’ statement and question to Martha is therefore the statement and question we all must answer too - 25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; 26and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?"
Here is the key truth for all at Easter and every day of our lives.  Jesus is our resurrection hope whenever we face the death of a close friend or loved one.  Jesus is the promise for our own abundant life with Him today and forever.  We know that because Jesus keeps His promises!  Jesus told Martha He is the resurrection and the life and promised Martha that Lazarus would rise again.  Jesus went to Lazarus’ tomb and called Lazarus to life.  Lazarus walked out of the tomb.  Jesus kept His promise.  Jesus told His disciples before his death that He would rise again on the third day.  His closest followers had a hard time believing this, even though they saw Jesus resurrect Lazarus.  When Jesus died, they fled for their lives and grieved deeply.  Not one of them remembered and believed what Jesus had told them, that He would rise again.  Yet Jesus did exactly that - He died on Friday and rose again on Sunday, the third day.  Jesus kept His promise.  Jesus is the resurrection and the life.

On Sunday morning, some of the women disciples went out to the tomb to prepare His body according to Jewish customs.  When they got to the tomb an angel appeared to them.  Matthew 28:5-6, The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.  Come and see the place where He lay.   Note carefully what the angel told them.  “He is not here; He has risen, just as He said.”  Jesus did exactly what He promised.  When God makes a promise, we can trust Him.  Because Jesus did rise, He is who He said He was, He has the power He said He had and He kept the promises that He made.  He is the resurrection and the life for His disciples then and for us today.
No one saw the resurrection coming.  No one expected Jesus to live again.  His enemies certainly never expected it.  They thought they got rid of Jesus by killing Him.  The Jewish authorities thought they extinguished His threat to their control and power.  They never conceived of Jesus coming back from the dead and His disciples speaking out with even more authority.  They went out and changed the world because Jesus was alive.  Satan had his victory snatched away from Him by Jesus’ resurrection.  He had been amazed to see the Son of God become human and thus mortal.  He thought he could conquer and defeat Jesus who had made Himself weak and vulnerable.  He gloated while Jesus suffered and died.  Darkness surrounded the cross threatening the light of day forever, and the cold of the tomb chilled any hope for humanity.  To Satan’s utter dismay, Jesus rose again from the tomb conquering every weapon of evil, darkness, despair and death.  Why would Satan have Jesus killed if it would in the end only bring about His own complete annihilation?  The resurrection caught everyone off guard except God.  Only God could conceive it, plan it and carry it out.  It should still amaze us today because Jesus’ resurrection radically changed our world and everything about our lives.  Our human history and calendars hinge on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  The resurrection radically altered every human conception of what are love, life, salvation and eternity.  The resurrection transforms the way we look at every situation we face and how we deal with them today and for the future.  There are 2 great truths to live by because of Jesus’ resurrection.

First, Jesus’ resurrection power is working for us today in all our situations!  Ephesians 1:19-20 (NLT) I also pray that you will understand the incredible greatness of God’s power for us who believe Him.  This is the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated Him in the place of honor at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.”  The resurrection radically alters every situation we face today.  Nothing is too great for Jesus.  Nothing can keep Him from us.  No power on earth or in the universe can stop Jesus from loving us or helping us overcome every difficulty and enemy we face in this life.  He overcomes every evil for us.  Every failure we or others experience cannot keep us down.  Every calamity or disaster we live through only makes us stronger.  And death itself leads not to cold, dark tombs but instead becomes the door through which we graduate to greater life, higher love and wonderful times with Jesus forever.  We live today with confidence, courage and certain conviction of our promised future because of Jesus’ resurrection.  Take Jesus at His promise, because Jesus keeps every promise He makes.  Let Jesus power, the same power that raised Jesus from the dead, help you through every situation you face today and in this world.
Second, understand that all who follow Jesus as their Lord and Savior have a secure and wonderful future!  1 Peter 1:3-5, (NLT) All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is by His great mercy that we have been born again, because God raised Jesus Christ from the dead.  Now we live with great expectation, and we have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance that is kept in heaven for you, pure and undefiled, beyond the reach of change and decay.  And through your faith, God is protecting you by His power until you receive this salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the last day for all to see.
So, let’s be clear about this.  How do we gain salvation and eternal life?  Rick Warren tells us, “A lot of people try different ways to get to heaven.  Some people try Salvation by Subtraction.  You give up a bunch of things and get to heaven.  ‘I don't drink, smoke, cuss, chew, or run around with girls that do.  I don't do nothing'.  If being a Christian was a matter of not doing things then anybody who's dead qualifies as a Christian.  They don't do anything.  Then there are people who think they'll get to heaven by ritual.  I'll get baptized.  They join a church and think that makes them a Christian.  Sitting in a church will make you a Christian about as much as sitting in a chicken house will make you a chicken.  You say you joined a church.  If you joined the Lion's Club does that make you a lion?  Think it through!  Use your mind!  How about Salvation by Heritage?  Your mother was a Christian.  You grandmother was a Christian.  So what?  You have to make a personal decision yourself.  That's like saying, I know you're married because your mother was married and so were your grandmother and your great grandmother.  That does not make you married.  No, you've got to make a personal decision.  My favorite of all is Salvation by Comparison.  ‘I'm better than ... so and so.’  You're probably better than me.  I don't doubt that.  But God isn't judging you according to me or anybody else.  Saying ‘I'm better than Hitler’ is like saying ‘I can bench press more than my grandmother!’  God doesn't grade on a curve.  It's either perfection or zip!”

We don’t have to earn our salvation.  We don’t have to try to earn eternal life on our own.  Jesus died to take away our wrongs and He rose again to lead us to eternal life with God.  We can follow Jesus through death to eternal life.  Celebrate Jesus’ resurrection this year like never before!  Make this Easter an occasion that alters your life and the lives of everyone around you.  This is your opportunity to let everyone know what our lives are based upon, why our hopes are so high, and how they too can celebrate with us.  This is a ridiculous statistic: 40% of Americans today don’t know the great joy of Easter as they don’t even know Easter is about Jesus’ resurrection.  We know!  Give thanks for the One who changed everything for us, who is our very resurrection and life.  Let them see that Jesus promises eternal life for everyone who trusts in Him.  Make this your everyday declaration – “Jesus is risen!”  He is my resurrection and life.  Is He Yours?
