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"Gather in Jesus’ Name!"

Matthew 18:19-20

What is in a name?  A lot really.  Our names convey far more about us than we often realize.  Take my name for instance.  You know me as Pastor Mike.  Pastor is how I serve here in ministry.  Pastor comes from the Latin word for shepherd.  So I am a shepherd serving COV under the direction of our chief Good Shepherd Jesus.  My full name is Michael Paul Clark.  Now, the only one who calls me Michael is my Mom, and I intend to keep it that way.  My parents gave me the name Michael because they simply liked it.  So did many other parents.  Michael has been the number 1 name chosen for boys for decades.  They gave me Paul as a middle name because that is my father’s and grandfather’s name.  And of course, Clark is our family name.  So it sounds very common how I got my name.  However if we look deeper at the origin of these names, we find a greater reason why God had me named this way.  The name Michael literally means ‘messenger of God.’  Paul comes from the Apostle Paul.  And Clark is from the old English word for ‘cleric’ or clergy.  So my name tells exactly what my life is about, sharing the Word of God in the example of the Apostle Paul as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

As parents should do, Sue and I chose the names of our children very carefully.  We did not want a child stuck with a name that meant ‘loser’ or ‘whimp’ or something strange.  We bought a book of names to check their meanings.  We liked Benjamin and it comes from the Bible name meaning ‘son of strength’ (literally ‘son of the right hand’).  Patricia means ‘noble one’ plus it is the name of Sue’s younger sister.  Sandra means ‘helper’ and is the name of a close friend of ours.  Those names mean a lot to us because names are more than just titles.  Names convey personality and character.  Names of famous Bible people show their character.  Abraham truly was the 'Father of multitudes' as his name implies.  Jacob was a 'schemer' or 'supplanter', the meaning of his name.  God later gave Jacob the name Israel meaning 'the one who prevails with God', after he wrestled with God all night long.  Moses means 'drawn from the water' as he was found by Pharaoh’s daughter in the Nile River.  Names often reveal something about a person.  Mary of Magdala’s name tells us she was from a small town by the Sea of Galilee.  Simon the Tanner tells us his profession.  Judas the Zealot informs us of his political inclination and fiery character.  What does your name tell about you?
Jesus' many names convey a lot about who Jesus is and what He came to do among us.  Jesus literally means ‘God saves.’  Christ is not Jesus’ last name but is the title for the Messiah, the ‘Anointed One.’  Adonai means ‘The Lord.’  The Son of God conveys that Jesus is the only begotten Child of God representing the Father to all.  The title the Son of Man says that Jesus is the only perfect human representing obedient life to the Father.  The Greek word Logos means the Word of God, the living truth of God made known; God’s speech to us.  And Emmanuel literally means ‘God with us.’
This is why God commands us to not use God’s name in vain.  I hear many who call themselves followers of Jesus misuse His name or the names of God the Father.  When we swear by using God’s name in a way that does not honor God; we trivialize this holy name.  We demean His name by using it in a way that is opposite to His loving character.  We blame God for many things that really come from evil.  We insult the Lord by misusing His name.  Jesus’ name has been given us as a precious revelation of who God is and what the Lord does for us.  We use His name to invoke the serious, worshipful name of Jesus.  Don’t use the name of the Lord in vain, but with tremendous respect, appreciation and love.

When we worship God, we worship in Jesus’ name.  The key verse for our understanding today is Matthew 18:19-20, "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in My name, there am I with them."  According to these verses, Jesus name enables His followers to do the works of Jesus to bring glory to God the Father and reestablishes the relationships of the Kingdom of God.  Let’s discover what the name of Jesus means as we gather in His name.

First, Jesus’ name enables His followers to do the works of Jesus which bring glory to God.  You might remember the answer to the famous question, “What is the chief end of man?” meaning what is the purpose of humanity.  The answer is “Man’s chief end is to enjoy God and glorify Him forever.”  Living and worshiping in Jesus’ name helps us to do both; to enjoy God and glorify Him.  This is true because by living and worshiping in Jesus’ name we are living and worshiping as Jesus did.
In Jesus’ name we are to speak the truth of God.  In Luke 21:8, Jesus replied: "Watch out that you are not deceived.  For many will come in My name, claiming, 'I am he,' and, 'The time is near.'  Do not follow them."  Many tell lies in Jesus’ name, but we are to tell truth.  In the days of the early Church and still today, many false teachers gain glory and selfish reward for themselves instead of for Jesus and His Church.  This gross hypocrisy to claim to represent Jesus in this false way has hurt many in and outside the Church.  God will deal severely with such false prophets.  In the Old Testament there was a test for a prophet to see if they really did share the truth about God.  Deuteronomy 18:18-20, “I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put My words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him.  If anyone does not listen to My words that the prophet speaks in My name, I Myself will call him to account.  But a prophet who presumes to speak in My name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death."  Pretty severe test isn’t it?  If what a prophet says is found out to not be true, they were held to the highest penalty – corporal punishment.  Yet, also notice that if a prophet speaks the Word of God and the people do not listen, those people better watch out.  God will call them to account too.  A prophet in the Biblical sense is not one who only foretells the future.  A prophet is one who speaks God’s truth for any time; past, present or future.  I take my role as a prophet in this pulpit very seriously.  I don’t want to be put to death for speaking anything other than God’s Word.  I only want to serve to the Lord’s glory.  I want you to hear His Truth and put it to good use in your life.  So let us both take this seriously as we share and hear the Word of God.  In Jesus’ name, may we proclaim only God’s Truth then listen to and obey that Truth.

In Jesus’ name we welcome children.  Mark 9:37, Whoever welcomes one of these little children in My name welcomes Me; and whoever welcomes Me does not welcome Me but the one who sent Me."  To welcome children in Jesus’ name means to do this for Jesus’ sake.  Let’s not underestimate the value of children to our Lord as the disciples did.  Jesus desires children to be present in His Church family to enjoy His love and to mature into His followers.  We must put a high priority on welcoming children and helping them to know Jesus’ love and guidance as we gather in His name.
In Jesus’ name the Apostles did miracles to give evidence that He had sent them out with power and authority so that others would listen to and trust their teaching of His Truth.  Mark 16:17-18, “And these signs will accompany those who believe: In My name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.”  Now don’t take this out of context by seeking out snakes.  You may have heard of the snake handlers who dance with rattlesnakes in their worship services.  I don’t think that is what we want to do at COV.  While most of the miracles happened in the days of Jesus and His Apostles, I know some miracles still happen today.  We don’t see them so much in dealing with snakes or poison, but we do see them in healing of those who suffer from diseases, broken spirits or hurting relationships.  We also see them in many people being delivered from evil and evil habits.  I talk to many people in this church family who remain sober today because of the power of Jesus to heal their lives.  I know others who have seen miraculous cures of their marriages when they gave the problems over to Jesus.  There are still miracles today.  We don’t see the physical miracles too much because they become too sensationalized.  However, we do experience a lot of miracles of healing in our lives and relationships.  Jesus intends for His Church to succeed.  Therefore Jesus gives His Church power and wisdom in His Holy Spirit to change individuals, families and whole communities.  In Jesus’ name we are called to worship Him in such a way that He is set free among us and we can do great things for the glory of God the Father.

The second reason why we gather in Jesus’ name in worship is to be unified in Him.  Jesus’ name establishes the relationships of the Kingdom of God.  When we meet in Jesus’ name, Jesus stands among us!  We cannot expect a group of this size to find harmony and unity when we gather together.  We come from so many different backgrounds, experiences and heritages.  We have so many different ideas, dreams, hopes, philosophies, expectations, likes and dislikes.  It is hard enough for 2 people to agree today.  I have a hard time agreeing with myself sometimes.  How can we hope to come together in mutual peace and love?  We can only do it in Jesus.  Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three come together in My name, there am I with them.’  When we meet in Jesus’ name, it means we meet to seek Jesus together.  We come away from this world around us with all its divisions and representations.  In Jesus’ name it does not matter if you are Jew or Greek or Asian or Hispanic or Caucasian or African American.  It is a shame that one of the most segregated hours in the week is Sunday morning.  Let’s change that here at COV!  In Jesus’ name it does not matter if you are rich, poor or anywhere in between on the economic ladder.  In Jesus’ name it does not matter if you are upper, middle or lower on the class status ranking.  In Jesus’ name, it does not matter if you are male or female.  Paul said it this way in Galatians 3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Gathering in Jesus’ name breaks down all the barriers.  Worshiping in Jesus’ name means we seek Jesus and put aside all that separates us.  The best way we can bring glory to God in His Church is to seek to be united in Jesus.  
Gathering in Jesus’ name opens the way for His believers to speak to the Father as His children.  We can ask for whatever we want that will bring glory to God and Jesus will do it for us.  John 14:13-14, “And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it.”  The key to prayer getting answered is to pray together in Jesus’ name.  Praying in Jesus’ name is not a magic formula for things like Lamborghinis, a million dollars or to win the lottery.  Praying in Jesus’ name is not an add on in prayer, even for good things like healing, ending war or getting a job.  Most people add on the phrase “in Jesus’ name” to the end of their prayers as a token, an addition or as a mystical incantation that makes anything said before it OK.  No, it does not work that way.  Praying in Jesus’ name is seeking to pray what Jesus wants for us and those around us.  Praying in Jesus’ name is seeking the Father’s good, pleasing and perfect will for our lives and our world.  Charles Stanley expressed it this way, “Praying in Jesus' name is more than a phrase we add to a prayer; it is the character of the prayer itself.  To pray in Jesus' name means that we are asking something because it is in character with what Jesus would ask if He were in our circumstances.  It means that the prayer is in keeping with His nature and character as He lives His life through us.”
As we pray in Jesus’ name and as we worship, minister, fellowship, do outreach or whatever else we do, we do it to the glory of God.  This creates the family relationships we enjoy in Christ as God’s children.  As Jesus prayed to the Father, we pray.  “Our Father...”  As we truly know God as our Father and meet together in His name, He pours out His blessings upon us.  My children make requests to me all the time, because they know I love them and because they know I will do all I can to help them live a better life.  The same is true for us.  Our Father in Heaven, whose name is Holy, wants us to discover His kingdom and His will, gives us our daily bread, forgives us and wants us to forgive others, keeps us from temptation and protects us from evil.  He does this all as we gather and worship in Jesus’ name.

Meeting and worshiping in Jesus’ names enables His believers to love each another as Jesus loves us.  Why are the prayers of two or more better than the prayer of one follower of Christ?  Because when we pray together, we pray more unselfishly.  When the farmer prays for rain and the picnicker prays for sunshine, the two must pray together in Jesus’ name to find a healthy compromise.  When two who disagree over a serious issue or decision come together in Jesus’ name, they pray for a unifying, wise and beneficial outcome for them both.  We are united when we worship in Jesus’ name.  Together we seek God’s greater will for our lives.  Together we seek Jesus’ victory over wrong and evil.  Together we seek unity in Christ with God the Father, each other and ourselves.
I am glad we offer 2 distinct styles of worship so that each one can decide where they can worship personally better, and we will continue to do that.  However we must understand that our style of worship does not determine how well we worship.  We must understand that how well we worship is determined by how well we come to worship in Jesus’ name.  Are we coming to bring glory to His name in all we say and do?  Are we coming to be united with Him and each other?  Jesus tells us the criteria by which we can measure how successful we are in worship.  That measurement is if Jesus is among us.  If Jesus is among us, we are truly in worship.  He told us, Matthew 18:19-20, "Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven.  For where two or three come together in My name, there am I with them."

