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Actively Worship the Lord!

1 Corinthians 14:23-26

Each week I have been sharing with you a new dimension to the definition of worship.  First, how well we prepare for worship goes a long way in determining how well we worship.  Second, we worship by coming into the presence of the Lord in spirit and truth.  Third, we worship as we gather together in Jesus’ name.  Today’s dimension is worship is actively seeking and actively serving Jesus among us!  Let’s divide that definition into three vital parts:
1.
Worship is actively seeking Jesus.

2.
Worship is actively serving Jesus.

3.
Worship is Jesus among us.

1. Worship is actively seeking Jesus.

We have become a passive society of spectators and commentators.  We love to watch sports and second guess the coaches and athletes.  Today, we don’t just watch a movie.  Movie theaters surround us with massive sound, hurt our eyes with 3-D visual effects and some give us giant, curving "Imax" screens.  This passive watching mode carries over to church worship services.  People attend churches so they can be "entertained".  They seek a church with the finest choir, children’s activities, adult small groups and classes, a dynamic pastor who is witty, yet relevant, and lots of other fancy whistles and bells.  Many churches try to "wow" their audience, falling into the trap of pleasing people to send them home enthralled.  This is a trap.  We begin to think worship becomes successful when the actions of worship become the focus.  Worship becomes show where we applaud the achievements of the singers, prayers, preachers, and performers.  What happened to worshiping God?
We have inverted worship.  Worship is not passive.  Worship is a verb!  We are not passive in worship, because we are the participators.  God is the audience.  Did you know God appreciates our worship when we give Him our best praise?  I use the phrase "Dynamic, Active, Corporate Worship" to evaluate our worship.  Church of the Valley does not truly worship unless everyone present participates in active, meaningful worship of Jesus Christ.  Everything those of us in front do leads the whole body of people gathered to worship.  Nothing is for entertainment, but for encouraging our active worship of the Lord.  If some part of our service does not fit that criteria, we don't want to include it, no matter how good it is by other standards.  Our choir and praise teams lead us in worship, not entertain us.  We pray together to God, not just someone in front who pray for us because only he or she can pray well.  We strive to sing joyously together to God, no matter how off-key any of us sings.  We sing from the heart to the Lord.  We yearn to hear God's Word together for His direction, comfort and wisdom in our lives.
We begin our week in worship actively seeking Jesus because worship reveals glimpses of Jesus so we can follow Him the rest of the week.  How does this happen?  By uniting with others who know how to worship, we learn to catch sight of Jesus.  Biologist George Schaller set out to study the Snow Leopard, an extremely elusive animal seldom seen by those who look for it directly.  Observers have been known to stare at it from only a few feet away and yet not see it.  So Schaller studied the Himalayan Blue Sheep, dull animals.  Why?  The leopards feed on these animals.  He rightly deduced that his best opportunity to catch a glimpse of the leopard came through spending time watching its prey.  He was able by this to catch many more glimpses of the Snow Leopard.  When we come together with those who truly love Jesus, we more easily come into the presence of the Lord Jesus.
To worship well, we seek Jesus by keeping focused.  Do you find yourself mentally checking out of worship at times?  A song comes along that you don't want to sing.  A prayer seems irrelevant.  A Bible message seems to travel a direction you don't want to follow.  The temptation is to stop worshiping.  If we stop worshiping, we have little chance of catching sight of the snow leopard, the opportunity to experience Jesus.  By fighting the temptation to stop worshiping, we signal God we actively seek Him; that we are here for His honor and enjoyment, not ours.  In these moments, Jesus rewards our effort to honor Him with the gift of His presence.  By staying focused and seeking Jesus; the next song elevates us into His glory, the next prayer speaks to our hearts, and the Bible message speaks to us an extraordinary truth of Jesus for a specific situation we face.  After a worship service many times people tell me, “Pastor, you spoke just to me today.”  I say thank you, but I know that instead they had been seeking the Lord and His Holy Spirit had spoken directly to them.
God rewards our efforts to seek Him.  The Bible contains many promises of God’s reward for those who seek Him:
Deuteronomy 4:29, But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find Him if you look for Him with all your heart and with all your soul.
1 Chronicles 28:9, And you, my son Solomon, acknowledge the God of your father, and serve Him with wholehearted devotion and with a willing mind, for the LORD searches every heart and understands every motive behind the thoughts.  If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.
2 Chronicles 7:14, if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
Psalms 9:10, Those who know Your name will trust in You, for You, LORD, have never forsaken those who seek You.
Isaiah 55:6-7, Seek the LORD while He may be found; call on Him while He is near.  7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts.  Let him turn to the LORD, and He will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will freely pardon.
Matthew 6:31-33, So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

Matthew 7:7-8, Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.
Hebrews 11:6, without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.
Worship is actively seeking Jesus.  I hope you often seek and find Him in worship.
2. Worship is actively serving Jesus.

In both the Hebrew and Greek languages the primary words for worship mean both to worship and to serve.  The Hebrew word 'abad' is from the root verb to work in any sense.  Depending on its context, it means to serve, till, labor, and worship.  For instance in 2 Kings 17:35-36, When the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, He commanded them: "Do not worship any other gods or bow down to them, serve them or sacrifice to them.  But the LORD, who brought you up out of Egypt with mighty power and outstretched arm, is the one you must worship.  The same word is used in the Hebrew of this passage for both worship and serve.  The Greek word 'latreuo' translates into English as to minister, to serve and to worship.  Worship and works of service are the same words.  We honor and worship God with our efforts as well as our praise both on Sunday and every other day of the week.  Hebrews 9:14, How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  Romans 12:1, Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship.  Worship is serving Jesus Christ, loving Him with all our hearts, minds, soul, and strength every day of the week.  Are we offering our spiritual sacrifice of service to God in worship?
Many tell of the great artisans of many crafts who built some of the world’s finest cathedrals.  In these cathedrals, lofted far up in the upper reaches, many finely detailed carvings, paintings and embellishments exist.  From down below at floor level most barely notice such details.  One such craftsmen who labored painstakingly over a carving of an angel far above, was asked by a visitor why he would spend so much time on something most people would never see.  The craftsman replied that God would see it, and that was enough for him.
True worship involves our whole lives each day of the week.  True worship means to actively serve the Lord with our actions as well as our words.  We strive to serve the Lord in everything we do and say.  Sunday worship begins our week in active praise to remind us to set aside the rest of the week for active service of the Lord.
3. Worship is Jesus among us.

1 Corinthians 14:23-26 jumped out at me while I studied the Bible about worship: So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare.  So he will fall down and worship God, exclaiming, "God is really among you!"  What then shall we say, brothers?  When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation.  All of these must be done for the strengthening of the church.
This passage teaches the order and meaning of worship, where everything points to Jesus.  Everyone participates.  Everyone has something to offer to worship.  Nothing is done in a wild, chaotic manner.  Everyone does their part to honor Jesus and strengthen the Church.  When everyone comes together this way, seeking to honor Jesus, this creates a witness to those visiting the church.  They see an alive, joyous church, and, most importantly, they see Jesus too.  They exclaim, "Jesus is really among you!"
The means to that witness is this - everyone comes to actively seek and actively serve Jesus among us.  There can be no playing at worship.  A rumor circulated of a KGB officer who raided an underground worship service during the communist rule of Russia.  With his rifle held high, he told anyone who was not a true believer in Jesus Christ to leave the room, or suffer the consequences.  Many fled from the room.  When the uncertain had all left, the KGB officer lowered his rifle and said, "Now we may truly worship Jesus together."  I wonder how many of us would have remained?
Ultimately, worship prepares us for being with the Lord all the time in His Kingdom.  Ben Patterson wrote: (The Grand Essentials, pg. 79.) "What I was missing as a young teenager, and to a degree continue to miss, is the capacity to so appreciate God that I can think of nothing more delightful and interesting to do than to sing my love and appreciation to Him for eternity.  Those strange and wonderful beasts in Revelation have that capacity.  The elders and martyrs and angels have that capacity, but I do not... yet.  But someday I will when something happens to me that the Bible calls being glorified.  On the day that I meet Christ face to face, I will be so renovated and expanded and fine-tuned in my spirit that I will be able to fully appreciate God as He is.  St. John writes: "we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is." (I John 3:2).  That is what it means to be glorified: to be able to see Him as He is, because we have become as He is."
The words "fine-tuned in my spirit" describe to me exactly what worship is about; tuning my life and senses to see Christ and serve Him to be ready to live with Him for eternity.  Much of what we experience depends upon how we have tuned our senses.  A New Yorker and a Native-American from Oklahoma walked down a street in New York.  The Oklahoman asked, "Did you hear that cricket."  The New Yorker said, "No, how could I hear a cricket in all this traffic noise?"  The first walked over to a planter, pulled aside some leaves and showed the other a cricket.  The New Yorker exclaimed, "You must have extraordinary hearing."  The Oklahoman replied, "No better than yours.  It just depends on what you are listening for.  Watch this."  He reached into his pocket and pulled out a handful of coins.  He dropped them to the sidewalk.  People everywhere stopped and turned to look, some from as far as three blocks away!  "See what I mean, it all depends on what you are listening for."

Are we tuned in to truly worship the Lord?  Who are we seeking in worship?  Who are we serving in worship?  Jesus shows up in our worship when we actively seek and serve Him here.  Real worship is actively seeking and actively serving Jesus among us!
