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The Goal of Faith = Be Holy in Christ!
Discovering the Truths of 1 Peter Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

Church of the Valley, Apple Valley, CA  June 13, 2010

(All Scriptures from the New International Version)

What would you try to accomplish if you knew you could not fail?  I read this week of a man who began a bicycle ride across America to raise money to cure heart defects.  That sounds great to me.  I have wanted to ride across America for a while and to do it for a cause.  If I knew I could not fail, I would do that in a moment.  How about you?  What would you do if you knew you could not fail?  Would you get a college or even a doctorate degree, start your own company, find a cure for a disease, run for political office, or seek to change your community or world?  What would you do?

Today we begin an investigation into the truths of Peter’s first letter.  Peter wants us to know that we cannot fail with the Lord.  He wants us to know that as a people led by Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we will accomplish what God the Father intends for us.  God helps us to succeed to become His sons and daughters and to bring glory to Him.  If we will do what God asks of us, we cannot fail.  So let’s do what God directs us to do.  Let us be a church that shines for Jesus, helps many to find Him and shares His love.

Listen to Peter’s first chapter, 1 Peter 1:1-5, 1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, strangers in the world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, 2who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance. 

3Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in heaven for you, 5who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
You know what a guarantee is right?  A guarantee is a promise that will be backed up.  If something goes wrong, they will fix it.  If something breaks, they will replace it.  If something stops, they will be there to get it going again.  Many guarantees are good for certain time limits.  Have you noticed that things seem to break right after the guarantee ends?  A computer with a one year guarantee dies in month 13.  Cars with 3 year or 33,000 mile guarantees break down at 40,000 miles.  I like lifetime guarantees.  I have a pair of binoculars guaranteed for life.  A piece broke on them and, sure enough with no questions asked, the manufacture replaced it.

A guarantee is only as good as the one who backs the guarantee.  I took a van I owned to a car dealer to service it.  They forgot to tighten the lug nuts on my wheels.  That created a problem down the road that damaged the van at a cost of over $500.  Some felt I would not be able to get that dealer to repay my loss, but he backed his work and took care of the damage.  I sure appreciated that.  They backed their guarantee.

We all would like to have life-time guarantees from reputable persons who will back their guarantees.  Would you like to have guaranteed job security for life, guaranteed life-long marriage commitment, guaranteed cure for illness and a guarantee for happiness in life?  Yes we would.  Are there any such guarantees in this world?  Rarely.  Here is a lifetime guarantee, not just for this life but for eternity – we can have abundant life with Jesus – the assurance of our salvation.  Do you know with certainty that you will enjoy eternal life in God’s kingdom?  On what is your assurance based?  What are your guarantees?  Are you guaranteed eternal life based on your faithfulness in how often you come to church or how much you gave to the church?  Are you guaranteed eternal life based on your own goodness?  Are you guaranteed eternal life based on your own work to prove yourself a person deserving God’s eternal life?  No, there is no such guarantee of our being saved by our own efforts.  We need a better guarantee than ourselves.  We fail by our own efforts to be good or to earn our way into eternal life.  The guarantee is only as good as the person who backs the guarantee.  That is why we need Jesus’ guarantee of eternal life through His efforts on our behalf.  Curtis Hutson said, “You don't get better to get saved; you get saved to get better.”
God wants you to know His guarantees for your eternal life!  When God is the One who backs the guarantee, you can be sure you will receive eternal life.  He does not want you to worry about your salvation.  He will be there for you through every trouble.  He will help you get better.  Jesus guarantees it.  He is faithful, even when we are not faithful.  If you are 12 years old, 27 years old, or 68 years old, you have a lifetime guarantee of eternal life when you rely on the grace and love of Jesus Christ!
To begin his letter to followers of Jesus, Peter, the Chief Apostle lists 6 guarantees of God that will bring us to eternal life when we trust in Jesus.  Let us list them.  1) We are chosen and destined by God the Father. (verse 2)  God the Father chose you to be in His family, to be on His team.  Do you remember when you were a child picking up sides to play a game?  Two of the bigger kids who everyone knew could play well chose up teams.  One chose a player, then the other chose.  You hoped you would not be chosen last because that meant no one really wanted you on their team.  Well, let me tell you, said Peter, God chooses you.  He wants you on His team.  You might not believe it and think He mistook you for someone else.  God does not make mistakes.  He chose you to be on His team!  He chose you before human time began.  You “have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father…”  If God begins with you, you can be sure that He will make sure you are on the winning team at the end.  One of my favorite promises that I have memorized and rely on all the time is Philippians 1:6, “being confident of this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  God chose us, began the good work in us, and will carry us on to completion until we live with Jesus forever.
Guarantee 2 is also found in verse 2: We have been sanctified (meaning made holy for God’s use) by the Holy Spirit.  The third Person of the Holy Trinity has been sent by God the Father to live with us every day and empower us to be holy for Him.  We don’t have to rely on our own strength to be holy.  We don’t have that power.  We can rely on the Holy Spirit to be holy because He does have that power for us.  The most underutilized gift of God is the Holy Spirit.  As we learn to live in Him, we grow more like Christ and become successful.  This leads to the 3rd guarantee found in verse 2 that we are cleansed by the blood of Christ for obedience to live the abundant life of Christ.  Cleansing is the forgiveness of our wrongs and the clearing away of all that holds us back from following Jesus.  Jesus shed His blood so that we would not have to shed ours.  We literally get a blood transfusion in Jesus.  You know how a blood transfusion is required when one person’s blood gets too scarce or weak to sustain their life.  Jesus gives us His blood for our life.
In verse 3 we find guarantee 4: We are given a new birth into resurrection life (alive life not dead life).  As Jesus died to take away our deaths, so He lives again so we can live again.  Jesus conquered death for us to live with Him forever.  In verse 4 we find guarantee 5: we receive a secure inheritance that no rust, thief, or disaster can take away from us.  And verse 5 details the 6th guarantee as God will protect us a shield against all foes, circumstances or any powers that would keep us from eternal life with Him.  Nothing can separate us from God’s eternal love because God makes sure it all happens.  Jesus said it this way in John 10:27-30, “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me.  I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of My Father's hand.  I and the Father are one.”
In all 6 of these guarantees, God is the active One to make sure His salvation will happen for us.  We are the recipients of His promises.  The result says Peter is a living hope full of grace and peace that cannot perish, spoil or fade that will all be fully revealed in the last day when Christ returns again in complete victory.  We live by trust in the faithfulness of God to accomplish His work among us and through us.  We have a certain hope as we believe in the power of God to be greater than all that would try to stop and defeat us.  Hope is the assurance of our future, not just wishful thinking.  In Hebrews 11:1, we read about the guarantee of our trust in the Lord, “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  In God we are sure, certain, confident and guaranteed of our eternal salvation as we trust in the Lord.

These eternal guarantees have daily impact on our lives now.  Peter explains this in verses 6-12:
6In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  7These have come so that your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  8Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

10Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.  12It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  Even angels long to look into these things. 

Are any of you going through difficulties now?  Do you wish God would just remove them?  How do we view the suffering we face regularly?  If God is so for us and helps us to succeed, why do we face so much difficulty?  Peter tells us that we go through difficulties now so that our faith can be refined like gold in the fire, and so that God is glorified.  We go through difficulties now to prepare us for all that God has planned for us in eternity.  Suffering in trials reveals genuine faith that produces praise, glory and honor to Christ.  The people Peter was writing to were facing suffering for being a Christian.  More and more today, we also face difficulty because we follow Christ.  In all of this, we have God’s guarantee that trial and suffering will bring good for us!
Faith shows up in us in love and trust in Jesus that produce joy and the assurance of salvation, because our faith is based on the faithfulness of God revealed in Christ Jesus!  We don’t trust in the economy to save us.  We don’t trust in our government to bring about greater life for us.  We should not hope for help from the world around us.  Faith is trust in the guarantee of God, trust in the One who makes the guarantee.  Faith is not based on anything we can do to earn God’s help or salvation.  Do we want our eternal life decided by our own wisdom to get us through trials and temptations?  No!  Our ability to perfectly follow God’s commands?  No!  Our faithfulness to God and to each other?  No!  What is our faith based upon when we face difficulty or suffering?  The story is told of a monastery in Portugal, perched high on a 3,000 foot cliff and accessible only by a terrifying ride in a swaying basket.  The basket is pulled with a single rope by several strong men, perspiring under the strain of the fully loaded basket.  One American tourist who visited the site got nervous halfway up the cliff when he noticed that the rope was old and frayed.  Hoping to relieve his fear he asked, "How often do you change the rope?"  The monk in charge replied, "Whenever it breaks!"  Ouch, we don’t want to be there in the basket when the rope breaks.
Peter had many experiences of learning to have faith in Jesus and not in himself.  He tried to walk on the water on his own and sank until he reached out for Jesus’ hand.  He tried to tell Jesus what to do, instead of following Jesus.  He thought he could follow when Jesus was arrested but instead denied Jesus three times.  Peter means rock.  Peter was no rock in and of his own self and power.  But Peter became the rock when he trusted in Jesus.  Peter became the Chief Apostle of the Church because he stopped trusting in himself in his life and placed all his trust in Jesus.
Charles Stanley wrote this about eternal security: “If our salvation hinges on anything but the finished work of Christ on the cross, we are in trouble.  Or at best we run the risk of being in trouble.  If you or I have any part in maintaining our salvation, it will be difficult to live with much assurance.”  “When there is no assurance of God’s acceptance, there is no peace.  When there is no peace, there is no joy.  Where there is no joy, there is a limitation on one’s ability to love unconditionally.  A person with no assurance is partially motivated by fear.  Furthermore fear spills over into worry.  Let’s be realistic for a moment.  If my salvation is not a settled issue, how can I be anxious for nothing (a reference to Phil. 4:6)?”
Faith is not the way we earn our salvation.  Faith is the way we receive God’s work of salvation for us in Christ’s blood shed on the cross.  In Ephesians 2:8-9, the Apostle Paul wrote, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, so that no one can boast.”  Salvation comes by the grace of God received through our faith.  Faith is not the reason God saves us.  God’s love is the reason He saved us.  Faith is not the way God saves us.  Jesus Christ on the cross is the way God saves us.  Faith is the path through which we receive God’s work of salvation for us in Christ’s blood shed on the cross.  Our faith is in the faithfulness of God through every day of our lives, through every trial and suffering of our lives.  Our faith is trusting in God’s guarantee and watching Him work to bring it about!
Two friends went for a boat ride.  The boat upset as the river ran swift and deep.  The man to whom the boat belonged had taken two life jackets along.  He said, "I put one on, but my friend laid his down beside him.  When we were thrown into the river, my life jacket soon brought me to the top, but my friend never came up again."  The difference between eternal life and death is putting on the life jacket Jesus gives us, by trusting in Jesus’ faithfulness to save us.  Do you know with certainty that you will enjoy eternal Life in God’s kingdom?  If you are 12 years old, 27 years old, or 68 years old, you have a lifetime guarantee of eternal life.  Eternal life is guaranteed when you rely on the grace and love of Jesus Christ for you in every situation of your life today!

13Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.  14As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.  15But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”

So knowing that you cannot lose your salvation, live out the goal of our faith, to be holy in Jesus Christ.  Don’t conform to evil desires anymore!  Christ set you free from them and in His Holy Spirit gives you the power to overcome them.  Be transformed into Christ-like children of God!  Romans 12:2, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.”
We were chosen by God to become Christ-like children of God.  Jesus died and rose again so that we will be resurrected forever and for today in His image.  The Holy Spirit is with us now to empower our new lives in Christ.  We will talk more about this next Sunday.  Today, make sure you are not trusting in your own power to live as a follower of Jesus and for eternal life.  Today, make sure you are trusting in the power of Jesus to bring you abundant life for today and forever.
