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“The Signs of Sincere Love”
1 Peter Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

June 20, 2010 at COV in Apple Valley

1 Peter 1:13-16, 13Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed.  14As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance.  15But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy."

Whenever we read the word “therefore” in the Bible, we need to ask what is ‘therefore’ there for?  In this case it is because of all we talked about last week, we are to do something very important now.  Last week we raised our hands to let Jesus work out His salvation in us.  Many did that for the first time, and the rest of us did it as a reaffirmation of our trust.  We know we cannot earn our own salvation.  We know that we cannot rely on our own power, faith or works to gain access to God and eternal life.  God knows that too, so He sent His only Son Jesus to be our Savior.  Jesus has all the power, the glory and the kingdom forever for all of us.  We have an active living faith in the faithful God.  We have an active faith that comes from a living Lord; not a dead, past history, 2000 year old Lord, but the with us today Lord!  We have trust and power in Christ today and forever.
Therefore we can do what the Lord designed us to do.  Therefore, because of His faithfulness, we can be faithful.  Therefore, because of His power, we can be powerful.  Therefore, because He is the Son of God, we can be sons and daughters of God.  Therefore because He is Holy, we can be holy.  That is what God designed us to do = to be holy.  Now the Lord would not command us to be holy unless He gave us the way to be holy.  He intends for us to succeed.  He would not tell us to do something that would be impossible for us.  He wants us to be His sons and daughters forever with Him, so He makes sure we can live as His children.  We can be holy because the Lord is holy, the Lord who lives with us and in us every day.
What does it mean to be Holy?  Peter tells us it means three things: 1) To obey God.  2) To not slip back into old ways of evil when we did not know better because we were ignorant of the things of the Lord.  3) To live in healthy, Christ-like ways.  As we live in Jesus every day and in every situation, we are God’s obedient children.  Being obedient means we have a choice to make each day as His children.  We can listen to God and obey Him or we can ignore God and disobey Him.  Why would we want to ignore and disobey God?  We have done that enough before and found over and over again that was a life of pain, disappointment, heartache, sadness and brokenness.  We won’t go back to those old desires that ruined our lives before.  No, now we will listen and obey.  We will discover the healthy life of the faithful God our Father in the grace of Jesus the Son and by the power of the Holy Spirit.
1 Peter 1:17-21, 17Since you call on a Father who judges each man's work impartially, live your lives as strangers here in reverent fear.  18For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 19but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect.  20He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake.  21Through Him you believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and glorified Him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
To be holy means to take our lives seriously.  We should take our lives seriously because God took our lives very seriously.  Jesus died for our lives.  Jesus redeemed us from an empty life to an abundant life; from a temporary dead-end life to an eternal life.  He did that at a huge sacrifice, His life.  The precious blood of Christ, the sacrificial Lamb of God redeemed us.  What does that word redeemed mean?  Some of us who are older know something about redemption.  We used to collect stamps from grocery stores, gas stations and other stores when we bought things.  We would get so many green stamps, plaid stamps, yellow stamps and other colors.  We would then spend hours wetting those stamps and placing them into stamp books.  When a stamp book was full, we could turn it in for things found in a stamp catalog; toys, kitchen and household items, even big appliances if we had enough stamps.  Turning in the book of stamps meant to redeem them for the goods we wanted.  That is why they were called redemptions stamps.  Today they don’t give out many stamps, but there are still some around.  For instance, we can get a stamp on a card whenever we buy a pizza lunch.  When there are enough stamps on that card, we can redeem it for a free pizza lunch.
Webster’s dictionary defines redeem in these ways: to buy back: repurchase: to free from what distresses or harms: to free from captivity by payment of ransom: to extricate from or help to overcome something detrimental: to release from blame or debt: to free from the consequences of sin.  “Redemption” as a noun and “redeem” as a verb both derive from the Greek word ‘lytron’, which has the sense of payment for something, especially a ransom for freeing a slave.  It was a very common term in the Greco-Roman world of Jesus’ day, referring to the practice of sacral manumission, the ceremony by which a slave is set free.  Here’s how it worked.  The slave owner took his slave to the temple of a Greek or Roman god—usually a god associated with healing and restoration, such as Apollo—and he sold the slave to the god.  He was paid from the temple’s treasury, and the slave became the “property” of the god who ransomed him.  In reality, the slave’s family had deposited the ransom price with the temple; the temple would have negotiated the transaction with the slave owner, and the slave would then be free.  Jesus, the real Son of God, paid the redemption price to free us from slavery to evil desires and harmful lives without God.  He did not buy us back with silver or gold coins or treasures.  He paid a much higher price.  He paid for us with His life – His blood shed so that we would not have to shed our own blood for our wrongs.  His blood, the precious eternal life blood of the Only Son of God; was shed for those who did not deserve it; yet also those who desperately needed it.  He shed His blood in sacrificial love for us.

That blood of Jesus has amazing power.  In the words of Bible theologians, His blood is efficacious – meaning efficient to make people holy.  When that blood gets in us it cleanses us and empowers us to live for God.  His blood begins to course through our spiritual veins to bring us back to life.  So as Jesus took our lives so seriously and sacrificially, we also take our new lives in Him seriously and sacrificially for Him in return.  We learn to value the blood of Jesus as precious each and every day that we follow Him.  The Apostle Peter described the blood of Jesus as precious, and so it must become to us.  Every drop of blood that came from the head, side, hands and feet of our Lord came through intense agony and suffering by Jesus for our wrongs.  Each costly drop fell one by one to the ground in witness to the amazing grace of God for us.  I believe not one drop of the blood of Jesus will be wasted.  God the Father would not let that happen to His Only Son’s priceless blood.  That blood is doled out efficiently and carefully for new life for every disciple of Christ.  We must learn to value the blood of Jesus as precious each and every day that we follow Jesus.  We live by the power of His blood.
1 Peter 1:22-25, 22Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one another deeply, from the heart.  23For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring Word of God.  24For, "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, 25but the Word of the Lord stands forever."  And this is the Word that was preached to you.

Because of the grace of Jesus given in the power of His precious blood, we obey Him.  As we obey Him, Jesus works purity into our lives.  This purity is best seen in the depth of our love for each other.  The true mark of followers of Jesus is the love we have for each other in the Lord.  Everybody knows that a church that does not have love is not a true church.  Everybody knows that a church without love is a church of hypocrites.  No one comes to join that church because it is not a true Church of Jesus without the love of Jesus.  We desire not a fake love, but a sincere love that comes deeply from the heart.  It is very hard to fake that kind of love.  That kind of love stands by another even when the other hurts them.  That kind of “love is patient and kind.”  That kind of “love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.  It does not demand its own way.  It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged.  It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.”  That kind of “love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”  (1 Corinthians 13:4-7 New Living Translation)
That kind of love does not come easy but with a lot of sacrifice, determination and help from the Lord, because that kind of love is only found in Jesus.  If we want more of that love and to become more His Church, we must seek out His love to flow through us.  We must ask Him for it when we don’t feel like forgiving.  We must ask Him for it when we don’t feel like sacrificing.  We must ask Him for it when we don’t feel like making the extra effort, going the extra mile, taking the first step toward loving and reconciling.  We must practice it regularly.  The more we practice loving God daily in worship, loving each other regularly in fellowship and loving our neighbors genuinely in outreach, the more God’s heart beats in us; the more we become “the Heart of the Valley” – God’s love for this valley.  We can do that.  We can love like Jesus in Jesus’ love.  
We are born again of the imperishable, living and enduring Word of God.  Let me remind you of how powerful is God’s Word, this very Word I share with you today.  The Bible is full of verses that tell us of how powerful and effective God’s Word is in our lives.  Here are a few of many such verses:

Matthew 4:4 – Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every Word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
Hebrews 4:12 - For the Word of God is living and active.  Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
1 John 2:5 - But if anyone obeys His Word, God's love is truly made complete in him.
Don’t underestimate the power of God’s Word to change your life for Him.  Study it regularly on your own and with a small group.  Memorize it and apply it to your daily situations.  Dedicate your life to understanding and following it.  Let the Word of God dwell richly among you.  We can love with sincere love because we have been born again of the imperishable, living and enduring Word of God.  Obey His Word and God’s love is truly made complete in you.
1 Peter 2:1-3, 1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  2Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.

Taste that the Lord is good!  You know it.  There is nothing that compares to the good life we find in Jesus.  The world will want to tell you that following Jesus is only hard, dull and boring.  You and I know better.  We have discovered the better, healthier and greater joy of living in Christ.  You and I no longer desire the old ‘junk’ food of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander.  There was a time when I ate a lot of fast food.  No more.  I only eat fast food when I have to because I don’t enjoy it anymore.  It just isn’t very good.  They don’t call it fast food for nothing because you want to get it down your throat as quickly as possible as there is just not much to taste.  I like to sit down and enjoy good food with great friends and not be in a hurry.  That is the only way to eat.  And living in Jesus is the only way to live.  The hold of old temptations wears off quickly.  I so dislike the left over bad taste in my mouth from arguing, negativity, lusting, selfishness and the rest of that evil, old, worldly fast food.  They bring back a lot of wasted, painful memories.  The Lord lets us go through those times so we grow sick and tired of that junk life.  He lets us experience aversion therapy by the bad consequences so we will finally stop desiring them.  Is this true for you too?  Are you tired of the empty, shallow and destructive habits of addictions, pornography, materialism, greed, selfishness, anger and bitter behaviors too?  I am.  I want to develop a mature taste for healthy living in the Lord.  I crave the good life of laughter with friends I can trust, of building up loving relationships of mutual care, of helping others to come to know Christ and become part of God’s eternal family.  I find no greater thrill in my life than seeing people draw closer to the Lord and to see my children seeking the Lord.  I live for that!  How about you?
Let’s get serious about being holy.  Let’s get busy loving each other sincerely.  Let’s value the precious redeeming blood of Jesus to save our lives.  Let’s get rid of all the old junk lifestyle and crave the pure healthy Word of God for our lives.  Let’s let Jesus live through us.  Amen.
