“Every Believer is a Minister”

1 Peter Message Series with Pastor Mike Clark

July 11, 2010 at COV in Apple Valley

Today please join me in doing some building.  Let’s put on our construction hard-hats and pull on our work gloves.  God invites us to help build His Spiritual House here in Apple Valley, the Church of the Valley.  Listen to the Apostle Peter as we learn the answers to the following questions:
1. What are we building on?  We build upon the strong foundation of Jesus Christ.

2. What are we building with - what is our building material?  We build with living stones.

3. What are we building for – what is our blueprint?  We build for God’s eternal purpose and glory and we build by the direction of the Bible.

1 Peter 2:4-8, 4As you come to Him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to Him— 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in Him will never be put to shame."  7Now to you who believe, this stone is precious.  But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone," 8and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall."  They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. 

Every good building must have a solid foundation so that building will stand strong through wind, storm, mudslide and earthquake.  We understand that very well here in California.  Have you seen a house knocked off its foundation?  It crumbles like a deck of cards.  A house above the foundation might look very beautiful and strong with great stone facades, ornate pillars and other fancy additions.  However, if that house does not have a strong foundation anchoring its walls firmly, that house will not last the mudslides and tremors.
When God builds His House, His eternal Temple, the Church, He builds it on a solid, strong and eternal foundation that lasts through every storm and calamity.  Peter tells us that God builds His spiritual house on the living Stone, the chosen and precious Cornerstone Jesus Christ.  The cornerstone sets the strength, design and alignment for the building.  The builder sets the cornerstone first before setting all other stones.  The cornerstone sets the direction for the house showing which way it will face.  Jesus always faces God the Father.  The cornerstone sets the level of the house so it will be plumb and true, squared up in all dimensions vertically and horizontally.  Jesus stands as our standard of truth and right living with God vertically and with each other horizontally.  The cornerstone sets the strength of the house so that it will stand with integrity against all stresses.  Jesus gives us the strength we need to endure any trial or trouble and to overcome any adversary in this life for our eternal life.
With Jesus as the Cornerstone of our lives we discover the truth, stability and strength we need for everything we face together.  As we trust in the Lord as the foundation of our lives, Peter tells us that we will never be put to shame.  In fact we will find that Jesus our Cornerstone is precious, indeed, priceless to us.  You have seen those commercials for years about how some things have a price tag, while other things cannot be priced as they are priceless.  They are too valuable to sell, too vital to live without.  Jesus is priceless.  We would pay any price to get Jesus.  We can’t live without Him.  Are you discovering how precious Jesus is to your life?

Peter discovered how precious Jesus was in his life.  When Jesus first met Peter, his name was Simon.  Jesus gave Simon a new name ‘Cephas’, Greek for the rock.  Simon was anything but rock-like.  He had a history of ups and downs, strong one moment and weak the next, inconsistent in strength and character.  All through his time with Jesus Simon learned what Jesus meant when he called him Peter the rock.  When Simon followed Jesus by trusting in Him and obeying Him, Simon became Peter the rock.  When Simon tried to live on his own, make his own decisions or get ahead of Jesus, Simon stopped being Peter the rock.  Simon sank when he tried to walk on the water by himself.  Peter walked on the water holding on to Jesus.  Simon sinned when he told Jesus what to do, but Peter was the rock of faith when he affirmed Jesus as the Christ.  Simon denied Jesus three times out of fear, but Peter boldly gave up his own life for Jesus when he lived by faith.  We have that same double nature in our lives today as Simon Peter had in his life.  When we try to live without Jesus, we stumble and fall, fail and deny, sink and struggle in life.  When we live in trust of Jesus, follow His truth and obey His teaching we become rock-like, able to stand strong, live boldly and overcome the foes and obstacles that come against us.  Jesus has this effect on everyone - either we stumble without Him or we stand with Him.  We cannot live without Jesus because we can only live in Him.  The quicker you and I learn that lesson, the easier our lives will be today and forever.  We all must answer this question - Do we believe Jesus is our precious Cornerstone for life?  My friends, are we building upon the solid foundation of faith in Jesus Christ as our Lord in our lives and in our church?
1) What are we building on?  We build on the strong foundation of Jesus Christ.  2) What are we building with - what is our building material?  We build with living stones.  God does not build His spiritual house with bricks, rocks or inanimate stones.  God builds His Church with living stones.  You and I are living stones God uses to build His Church here in our valley.  As Jesus is the living Cornerstone, we are the living stones of the walls of God’s House built upon Jesus.  As Peter writes, 5you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  We need to understand and appreciate who we are in Jesus.  We are God’s building blocks to His greater glory.  We are a holy priesthood offering spiritual sacrifices to God through Jesus.  Yes, you heard that right; all who follow Jesus are the holy priesthood, not just the pastors.  A priest is one who offers sacrifices for God.  Every time you help another in Jesus’ name you offer a sacrifice to God.  Every believer in Jesus is a minister of Jesus.  A minister is one who serves for God.  Every time you share about Jesus with a friend, neighbor or co-worker you serve God.  You are priests and ministers just as much as I am in God’s spiritual house.  I have the office of Pastor, shepherd of this part of the Lord’s flock, but we are all ministers and priests for the Lord.
Now if we are going to truly join with Jesus in building up God’s house here at Church of the Valley, we must understand our part in the building.  First and foremost, we need to understand that our job as holy priests and ministers means that we build each other up not tear each other down.  In the world around us everyone thinks they must attack, malign, and tear each other down.  They think they can get ahead by holding each other back; get on top by tearing each other down.  That does not work.  When everyone criticizes, demeans, insults and tears each other apart, all are left injured and broken on the ground.  In God’s House we don’t tear down but build up.  We are not in the destruction business, but the construction business.  Paul Ceder said, “God has called us to a life of building not destroying.”  Don’t tear each other down, build each other up!  Don’t throw dirt at each other.  We all get dirty when the dirt starts flying.  Understand that “Dirt thrown is ground lost.”  Don’t spread evil gossip about each other.  J. Vernon McGee wrote, “You can't believe half of what you hear, but you can repeat it.”  So don’t repeat it, unless it is good about someone else.  God is always in the reconciliation business, not the separation business.  Jesus came to reunite us with God and each other.  He came to reunite broken families, communities and nations.  Jesus died to reconcile us together.  Don’t separate what God brings together!  Don’t fight against those for whom Jesus spilled His blood!
Secondly, we need to overcome the “Me First” attitude that permeates too many churches.  I was in the supermarket one day, and a lady came down the aisle whom I could barely see over the top of her groceries. She screeched to a halt within a few feet of me, peered over her load, wagged her finger, and said, "I left your church. I left your church".  So I said, "Well, if it's my church, I think that was a very wise decision.  If it's my church, I think I'm going to leave too."  She said, "Don't you want to know why I left?"  She said, "You weren't meeting my needs".  I raised a question.  "Can you tell me, if we have 600 people sitting in that church, all with your attitude, how anyone's needs are going to be met?  If you reserve the right to have that attitude, then you must give everybody the freedom to have that attitude.  And if everybody has that attitude, who on earth is going to do all the need-meeting?"  Standing her ground, she demanded, "Then you tell me who will."  Relieved, I said, "I thought you'd never ask.  This is what will work:  when people stop sitting in the pew (chairs) saying, 'They're not meeting my needs' and start saying, 'Whose needs can I meet?'  Then everyone’s needs will be met.  When the servant spirit flourishes in a church, then we minister to each other as unto the Lord."  We are all ministers, not pampered prima donnas whom everyone else serves.  Replace the “Me First” attitude with the “God first, others second, I’m third” attitude.  Only in that way can we build each other up and discover the joy of what it means to be a true Church in Jesus Christ.
In Christ we enjoy the priesthood of all believers.  1 Peter 2:9-10, 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.  10Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
Every believer in Christ has access to God.  We share the mercies we have received as we minister to each other.  We don’t belong to ourselves anymore.  We don’t live in selfish darkness anymore.  We belong to God and His family the Church.  We live in the love of Jesus’ wonderful light.  We declare His praises and minister in His name.  So have you discovered your place of active ministry?  We need each other.  Each one of you is important and needed in this spiritual house.  Without you there is a big gaping hole in one of our walls.  You have a part of the ministry here at COV.  As a follower of Jesus, His Holy Spirit gifts you so you can serve each other joyfully.  These gifts come in one of the five important ways the Church ministers as recorded in the Bible.  Do you have a gift of evangelism through calling, visiting, inviting, and/or praying for our neighbors to help them know Jesus?  Do you have a gift of worship through song, instrument, drama, dance, ushering or greeting that helps us come into God’s presence?  Do you have a gift of fellowship through helping, caring, listening, hosting or developing relationships of love?  Do you have a gift of discipleship where you teach, encourage, lead a small group or help another to mature in Christ?  Do you have a gift of mission and outreach where you love others into Christ’s family by counseling, carpentry, sponsoring a child, or handing out food or clothing?
We are building up God’s Church together in Jesus.  Some of you are not so into construction, so let me switch to a gardening illustration for you to better understand what we are about together.  Building up a Church is like planting a garden.  First, we plant five rows of peas: presence, promptness, preparation, purity and perseverance.  Without these 5 rows of peas, our church garden can’t grow.  Next to these we plant three rows of squash to get rid of the weeds that would crowd out our good garden: squash gossip, squash criticism and squash indifference.  Then no garden is complete without a row of turnips.  Turn up for worship and meetings.  Turn up with a smile.  Turn up with new ideas.  And turn up with determination to make everything count for something good and worthwhile for God.  We are building God’s house in Christ with the living stones of our lives together.  So each of us must answer these questions - Do I believe I am one of God’s own people?  What is my part in the building of God’s house?
1) What are we building on?  We build on the strong foundation of Jesus Christ.  2) What are we building with - what is our building material?  We build with living stones.  3) What are we building for – what is our blueprint?  We build for God’s eternal purpose and glory.
Every building needs a purpose.  You build a gas station to pump gasoline into cars, not to do medical operations.  You build a hospital to do medical operations, not to pump gasoline into cars.  You build a spiritual house to bring glory to God and lead people closer to Him.  The Church is not a closed country club, a restricted fraternity nor an aloof secret organization.  The Church exists to glorify God by sharing His good deeds of love and His healthy ways of truth.  1 Peter 2:11-12.  11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  12Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.

Mark Twain said once that “the church is a place where a nice respectable person stands in front of other nice, respectable people and urges them to be nicer and more respectable.”  If that is all the Church does, it is leading people down the wrong path.
  (Stephen Brown, Heirs With The Prince, p. 69.)  The Church exists for an eternal purpose.  Built on Jesus, we the living stones show by our lifestyles that God is alive and worthy to be praised and known.  We do that on Sundays and every day of the week wherever the true Church lives, works and plays.  
Dick Halverson, past chaplain of the U.S. Senate, stated, "The measure of a great church is not how many people are there on Sunday morning, but what is happening in the church when the buildings are empty."

The ministers of the Church, all who follow Jesus, offer up our spiritual sacrifices to the Lord.  What does that mean?  In the Temple of the Old Testament, there were 3 major types of sacrifices.  The first type includes all sorts of sin offerings.  The people brought their sacrifices of goats, doves, lambs or whatever living animal to have the blood of that living thing be spilt instead of theirs for what the people had done wrong.  This sacrifice involved a substitutionary atonement – an innocent taking the place of the guilty to remove the penalty for the wrong.  As New Testament ministers of Jesus, we don’t have to offer any blood sacrifices.  Aren’t you glad that you don’t have to bring in animals today and watch us slaughter them, poor out their blood over an alter and cook their flesh over a fire?  I am so glad I am not an Old Testament priest.  We don’t have to do that because Jesus was the once and for all time and for all people sacrificial Lamb of God.  He shed His blood for all of us who follow Him.  No more bloodshed is ever needed.  Jesus completed all the sin offerings for us if we accept His bloodshed for us as our own.
The two other major types of offering were the thanksgiving offerings and the fellowship offerings.  We still offer these sacrifices today.  These were offerings not of living creatures but of grains, foods, produce and resources.  With these offerings, the people of God thanked God for all He provides for them every day and helped those around them who were in need.  The thank offering was known as the tithe, meaning tenth.  In recognition for the 100% that God provides to us, we give back 10% to God in thanksgiving.  Any less means we are not thankful and that we don’t trust God.  By the way, there is a great promise from God that comes with the tithe.  We find it in Malachi 3:10, "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it."  Have you discovered the blessings of being a tither, one who is thankful to God for all His blessings and opens up his life to God’s greater blessings?  The fellowship offering expresses joy in being in the presence of the generous God, and like Him to be generous to others.  If anyone is in need, out of the joy we have received from God, we can help them.  Both the thanksgiving and the fellowship offerings were voluntary, because they were done out of grateful and joyful hearts.
We are the ministers of Jesus to declare His praises and offer our sacrifices of thanksgiving and fellowship.  We offer them to each other in love.  As we do this those around us see a joyous, thankful and loving people of God and they will want to know why we act so differently.  They will be drawn to Jesus because of our good deeds.  We will be declaring the Lord’s praises both on Sunday and throughout the week.  We will be living for Jesus through our words and through our deeds.  How are we declaring God’s praises at work or school?  William Barclay wrote, “The best argument for Christianity is a real Christian; and, therefore, whether we like it or not, every Christian is an advertisement for Christianity.  By his life he either commends Christianity, or he makes others think less of Christianity.  The strongest missionary force in the world is a Christian life.”  Does your life in word and action declare that you are part of the family of God?
With the Lord’s help, we are building His spiritual house here at Church of the Valley.  1) What are we building on?  We build on the strong foundation of Jesus Christ.  2) What are we building with - what is our building material?  We build with living stones.  3) What are we building for – what is our blueprint?  We build for God’s eternal purpose and glory.  Are you ready to get to work?
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