Rewarded for Following Christ
1 Peter Bible Message Series

Sunday, September 5, 2010                 Pastor Mike Clark
(All verses are from the New International Version unless noted)

As we finish our study of 1 Peter, listen to the many ways that the Lord encourages us and helps us to succeed.  As I read, underline each phrase that speaks about how the Lord helps us.

1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.
5Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older.  All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  6Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time.  7Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.  8Be self-controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.  10And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  11To Him be the power for ever and ever.  Amen.

12With the help of Silas, whom I regard as a faithful brother, I have written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it.  13She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and so does my son Mark.  14Greet one another with a kiss of love.  Peace to all of you who are in Christ.
Did you get all the ways the Lord helps us?  1st, He wants us to serve, to take positions of leadership to help His flock, His Church.  2nd, He rewards our service with a crown of glory.  3rd, He gives us grace when we are humble.  Why does He do that? – to lift us up!  4th, He cares for us in all our concerns.  5th, He protects us from the devil and gives us strength to stand against evil.  6th, if we do fall to temptation, the Lord restores us and makes us strong, firm and steadfast.  7th, Jesus has all the power to help us forever and ever.  That is a great list.  Jesus is really for us.

The Lord wants us to succeed!  He provides the people, power, resources and direction for us to succeed.  We never have to be alone when we follow Jesus.  We have Jesus, His Holy Spirit and His followers to help us.  We have each other as sisters and brothers in Jesus in this local church family.  We never have to be alone, so don’t try to tackle your trials and temptations by yourself.  Seek out the encouragement of God’s people to help you!  The Lord gives us the wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit.  When we don’t know what to do, the Holy Spirit leads us correctly and safely to the right places.  Where we don’t have strength to overcome, the Holy Spirit empowers us.  Followers of Jesus receive this greatest gift – the Holy Spirit – God with us today.  Seek out the wisdom and power of the Holy Spirit every day!  The Lord gives us the guidebook to know how to live in every situation.  The Bible comprises God’s manual so we can know how to succeed in every area of our lives.  The Bible instructs how to be healthy and successful physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually.  This week we finished another Financial Peace University that teaches how to use money wisely using time tested and honored Bible principles.  I just read the students comments on the class.  Once again FPU strengthened homes, marriages and relationships, helped get people out of enslavement to debt and fear, and gave hope for the future.  The Lord wants us to succeed physically, emotionally, mentally, spiritually and financially.  He gives us enough time, energy and resources to succeed in our lives if we follow His directions found in the Bible.  We can’t lose with the Lord.

The Lord wants you to succeed!  He provides you with the gifts, passion, talents, personality and training to succeed.  After giving us all the people, power, resources and direction to succeed, Jesus also shows us how He created and designed us to succeed in life, especially in building up eternal matters.  Every part of you comes from God’s design and master plan for you to succeed.  You need to find yourself as God made you.  You need to discover how God put your life together.  Every healthy passion you have points you to where to serve and succeed.  Every talent and skill reveals more of what you should do to be successful.  Each gift of the Holy Spirit in you tells you what you should be doing for God’s greater glory and your greater joy.  Every experience of your past and present, good to bad, teaches you what you need to know to succeed for the Lord.  Your very character of likes and dislikes, weaknesses and strengths, quirks and traits, all indicate who God created you to be and the role you serve in God’s greater kingdom both on this world and for eternity in His kingdom.  The Lord wants you to succeed as He designed you to achieve greater, eternal things than you realize today.
We have a very loving Heavenly Father.  Even if we did not have perfect parent (and none of us did), God the Father is the perfect Parent.  God does not desire us to fail and flail around in misery.  God does not want us to be defeated and discouraged.  God wants us to succeed and be joyful.  Everything God does, He does for our benefit.  He gives us everything we need to succeed and be joyful because He loves us.  He does not spare anything.  Right!?  You know what I am talking about.  If God did not spare His only Son Jesus, but gave Him up for us on the cross to bring us back to God’s love, we know that God will not spare anything for us.  He gave us the best.  He gives us all the rest.  The Heavenly Father loves us as our perfect Parent.  He gives us the best in a way that helps us grow in love toward Him and toward each other.  He does not spoil us; as that is not the best for us.  He gives us exactly what we need each day, not too much and not too little.  That is an incredible miracle of love.  God the Father truly loves us.  He wants to see us joyful and prosperous.  He wants us to succeed.
The Lord wants us to succeed so much that He rewards every effort we make to serve Him to encourage us to greater success.  We know how important rewards are and appreciate being rewarded so much for our efforts.  The rewards motivate us to succeed.  The Heavenly Father rewards as our perfect Parent.  As imperfect parents, we know the value of encouragement and rewards.  It is amazing how far a few M&M’s can motivate a very young child or a few dollars can motivate an elementary child to succeed.  Am I right?  Did you do that too?  Rewards greatly encourage us.  Teenagers need different rewards like movie passes, the use of a car, or new clothing.  They work to motivate teens to do healthy things.  God knows the power of encouraging rewards.  The Bible records over 50 times where God rewards those who serve Him.  Here are 2: Ephesians 6:8: Remember that the Lord will reward each one of us for the good we do, whether we are slaves or free.  Isaiah 3:10: Tell the godly that all will be well for them.  They will enjoy the rich reward they have earned!  Jesus talks of rewards about 20 times!  Matthew 10:40-42 records 3 of them, “Anyone who receives you receives Me, and anyone who receives Me receives the Father who sent Me.  If you receive a prophet as one who speaks for God, you will be given the same reward as a prophet.  And if you receive righteous people because of their righteousness, you will be given a reward like theirs.  And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of My followers, you will surely be rewarded.”  Jesus wants us to succeed and rewards us for doing healthy, right and joyful things.  Now, Jesus does not have to do that.  It is enough that He died and rose again for us.  It is enough that He forgives and loves us.  It is enough that He overcame evil, our wrongs and death forever in victory.  For these things alone we love Jesus, thank Him and forever honor and glorify Him.  Jesus does not have to do anything more for us, but He does.  Why?  Because He loves us.  He wants to reward us.  I love rewarding people and honoring them for what they do for the Lord and for others.  Jesus loves to reward us when we help Him and others.
I love receiving the rewards of the Lord.  They help me to serve Him more joyfully and eagerly.  I have received so many rewards already from the Lord.  I am almost embarrassed to list them, because I am like the little kid who gets chocolates.  The Lord knows I love chocolate so He rewards me richly with more chocolate than I deserve.  However, I want to list some of my rewards today, not to boast, but to encourage you because Jesus wants to reward you too.

The Lord gives us many short-term, in this life rewards for serving Him.  Not all rewards are reserved for us in heaven.  We experience many of Jesus’ rewards now.  I have received innumerable blessings from thankful people.  As I help others, simply doing my job as the Lord directs me to do, people appreciate that help.  They send me cards, give me gifts, invite me to meals and special events, and go out of their way to express their thanks to me.  Each Sunday I receive many words of thanks from so many of you, so many words of encouragement.  I appreciate them all and find they encourage me to do better and better for you and the Lord.  Again, I don’t say this in any way to get you to do more for me.  And that is why I hesitate to say it, because you might think I am speaking for my own interests.  No, I speak out of humble gratitude to the Lord and to you.  I love what I am doing.  I enjoy and find great purpose in my life doing what God created me to do.  I would do it without any further benefits or encouragements at all.  Yet your encouragements lift me up and spur me on.  The Lord uses you to reward me.  You are God’s reward to me as I see your lives changing for the better, transformed more into the image of Jesus.  I thank God for you.  Just as you encourage me, please keep encouraging others around you.  Keep encouraging our staff as they work so hard for the Lord and for you.  Encourage them with your thanks and with your support.  They are a great staff.  Encourage your elders and deacons as they serve the Lord so faithfully in sacrifice of their time and resources.  Encourage our nursery helpers and children and youth teachers and leaders.  Encourage our worship teams, singers and instrumentalists.  Keep encouraging each other to make COV a place of great joy and love to God’s glory.
I would serve the Lord without any rewards or benefits.  It is my life’s purpose and joy to do so.  Thus, I am greatly humbled that He rewards me with the honor of being chosen and gifted to be His servant and to be lifted up by Him.  I take my role and hold my office as Pastor with serious intent and commitment.  Yet I also love being a Pastor.  Have you noticed how happy I am to share God’s Word?  I love to teach and proclaim God’s truth.  I love to help people understand and apply God’s wisdom to their lives.  I love to see people draw closer to the Lord.  I am truly humbled to be placed in this church to serve as a shepherd under the supervision of the Great and Good Shepherd of us all.  I hope you appreciate the incredible reward of being called by God to serve in His name and to help His Kingdom grow.  God does not need us, but chooses to use us because He loves us.  God could do miracles without us and bring people to His Church, but He chooses to make us the miracles as He transforms our lives as witnesses to those around us.  God chose you to be His hands and feet to bring His love and life to those you know.  God rewards us for every effort we make to serve Him and help others.
An incredible reward in this life for serving God comes from discovering the satisfaction and joy of seeing others draw closer to the Lord through our efforts.  The Church exists to draw people closer to God.  The Church succeeds whenever we point people to Jesus.  Everything we do in worship, we do to glorify God and draw people closer to Him.  Remember that worship is not just what we do on Sunday morning.  Biblical worship is whatever we do to glorify God in word and actions on Tuesdays and Fridays as well as Sundays.  When we glorify God in our words and behaviors, people notice and we point people to Jesus.  Then we celebrate as we experience more of Jesus’ rewards to us.
Another reward that we know in this life is the growing maturity of Christ-confidence we discover in our character.  1 Timothy 3:13: Those who do well as deacons will be rewarded with respect from others and will have increased confidence in their faith in Christ Jesus.  The more we follow the Lord, the more confident we become, the more success we enjoy and the deeper our relationships grow.  Tough exercise rewards us with greater health and energy.  Hard studies reward us with greater knowledge, wisdom and understanding.  John Ruskin wrote, “The highest reward for a man's toil is not what he gets for it but what he becomes by it.”  Greater spiritual discipline in following the Lord rewards us with growing maturity in Christ.  We grow in faith and thus in confidence.  Remember that confidence literally means ‘with faith’.  I don’t look at life like I used to with worry and concerns.  I look at life now with faith in Jesus and know that no matter what happens, I will succeed in Him.  Augustine wrote, “Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is to see what you believe.”  I wish that reward for you.
Jesus rewards us because He loves us and wants us to succeed in this life.  Someone once said, “Don't worry if your job is small and your rewards few.  Remember that the mighty oak was once a nut like you.”  We might have been nuts before Jesus, but in Him we grow tall like mighty oaks.
Then we receive many eternal rewards for serving the Lord.  The Bible calls these eternal rewards crowns, symbolizing the royal rewards the King of kings gives to His followers.  

All who follow Jesus in trust and life in this world receive the Crown of Life – the assurance of our eternal salvation in God’s Family and all His riches.  1 Peter 1:9 tells us “The reward for trusting Him will be the salvation of your souls.”  We cannot earn this reward or buy it or grab it for our own in any way.  But we can receive this great gift of life by trusting in Jesus with our lives.  When we do trust in Jesus, He rewards us with eternal life with Him.

2nd, the Lord rewards us with the Crown of Love, which is the gratitude of those we helped draw closer to the Lord.  The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 2:19: After all, what gives us hope and joy, and what will be our proud reward and crown as we stand before our Lord Jesus when He returns?  It is you!  One of our greatest celebrations comes when we baptize new members and welcome new them into ministry with us.  What a joyful reward to celebrate with these new member/ministers today; new members of our family together in Christ.  I hope you have experienced the reward of leading someone to Jesus.  Everything else pales in comparison to this reward.  There is nothing like the joy of knowing a new soul and helping birth that soul into God’s eternity.  The births of my own 3 children incredibly moved and exhilarated me.  God rewarded Sue and me with 3 wonderful children when we thought we would have none.  Yet, I also thank God just as much for the many wonderful new lives I have helped birth into His family.  Jesus did all that work of birthing them into His family, but He rewarded me with the joy of helping just a little.  What a joy.  Thank you Jesus!  I think of one day standing in the eternal temple courts of our Lord and having people come up to me and say, “Thank you.  It is partly because of your efforts that I am here today and forever.”  That is a great reward.  That spurs me on to help more people know Jesus and His love.  I want you to have that reward too.  I pray every day that the Lord will open our hearts in love so that you and I together can love many, many new brothers and sisters into God’s eternal family.
Then we will hear the 3rd great eternal reward and receive the Crown of Glory, which is the gratitude of our heavenly Father.  Peter talks about receiving the Crown of Glory in verse 4 of this chapter 5.  As we have faithfully served the Lord to His glory and not our own, Jesus Himself places this Crown of Glory on our heads.  He will say just what he predicted He would say in Luke 19:17a: ‘Well done!’ the king exclaimed. ‘You are a good servant.’  I don’t want any of you to miss out on that day when Jesus hands out His rewards.  Work for the Lord’s glory.  I want all of you to be honored by Him for serving in His name.  Calvin Coolidge said, “No person was ever honored for what he received.  Honor has been the reward for what he gave.”  I want you to hear Jesus tell you how pleased He is with what you gave.  Don’t think you are a nobody!  Jesus wants you to succeed.  He will personally reward you for all you do for Him.
Then Jesus will hand out one more crown in reward - The Crown of Success.  Don’t think that our service to the Lord will be finished when we leave this world.  This world is the elementary school where we learn to succeed in the Lord for eternity.  God designed us with an eternal purpose and we learn in this world to discover that purpose.  God designed us to love in active way of ministry to each other in His Family.  Then, when we graduate from this world, we discover the greater, more joyful, more fulfilling work that God has for us in His eternal Kingdom.  The Lord will promote us to carry out greater responsibility.  Just as Jesus in the parable of the talents tell us “Well done!”  We will also hear Him say the rest of that passage from Luke 19:17b: ‘You have been faithful with the little I entrusted to you, so you will be governor of ten cities as your reward.’  In whatever way we have been faithful in this world with a little, Jesus prepares us for promotion to a greater responsibility and joyful reward in the future.  He calls this a great reward and it is, because we will find greater joy in serving God and His people in amazing ways in the future.  What does the Lord have for you to do for eternity?  Come and find out by preparing for it well in this world, so you can be rewarded in the next.
God loves us so much.  Jesus wants us to succeed in life.  He wants us to succeed so much He died for us to remove our wrongs and overcome our obstacles to success.  He loves us so much He gives us everything we need to become successful for Him.  He loves us so much that He rewards us for all we do for Him.  He is so good to us!  Will you seek Him and succeed with Him in this world and discover the incredible and joyful rewards that come in His love for us?

