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Love Lasts Forever!
October 10, 2010, “40 Days of Love” - Part 5
Pastor Mike Clark at Church of the Valley, Apple Valley, CA

A lot of things come and go, but love lasts forever.  Some things were so popular, then they get old, lose their appeal and fade away.  Can you believe that this is the 21st “Survivor” and may not survive much longer.  “Dancing with the Stars” is in its 11th season?  The Amazing Race, now at number 17, is not so amazing anymore, and American Idol is fading away at season 9.  Can you remember who won last year - the year before last?  Do we care anymore?  Our local baseball teams’ hopes faded away this year with no Angels, Dodgers or Padres in the playoffs.  (Some among us root for the Giants, but I won’t mention who.)  Championships fade away.  It is hard to believe it has been 22 years since the Dodgers last won a world series in 1988.  Have you noticed how living in the past requires a lot of storage space but gives little hope for the future?  The glory days of yesterday fade away with the dust accumulating on our trophies and awards.  Old pictures fade away as well as old achievements and successes, old wounds and failures.  One job follows another, as do cars, furniture and all material things.  That beautiful, new, shiny car you brought home with so much pride one day gets dinged, dirty, banged about and broken while the big car loan payments seem to continue on and on.  I share the same experience with Pastor Rick Warren that when I gather at the bed of someone in the hospital, they don’t call for their diplomas, awards or gold watches.  They want their family and friends.  Many things come and go, but love lasts forever.
What lasts forever?  Real hope for the future is not wishful thinking but the assurance of great things to come.  Hebrews 11:1, Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  We should build on life for tomorrow with eternal, not temporary, matters.  So let us not count on the things that don’t last.  Let us base our lives and priorities on that which is certain and eternal – our loving relationships found in the life we share together in Jesus Christ.  A man dies and goes to heaven.  St. Peter meets him at the pearly gates and says, "Here's how it works.  You need 100 points to make it into heaven.  You tell me all the good things you've done, and I give you a certain number of points for each item, depending on how good it was.  When you reach 100 points, you get in."  "Okay," the man says, "I was married to the same woman for 50 years and never cheated on her, even in my heart."  "That's wonderful," says St. Peter, "that's worth three points!"  "Three points, that’s all?" he says.  "Well, I attended church all my life and supported its ministry with my tithe and service."  "Terrific!" says St. Peter, "that's certainly worth a 3 more points."  "3 points?  Golly.  How about this; I started a soup kitchen in my city and worked in a shelter for homeless veterans."  "Fantastic, that's good for two more points," St. Peter says.  "TWO POINTS!!" the man cries, "At this rate the only way I'll get into heaven is by the grace of God!"  St. Peter replies,"100 points!  Come on in!" 
Love lasts forever!  Loving God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and loving each other as we love ourselves counts for everything.  As God loves us, so we love Him and each other and that is the basis for our eternal lives today.  Here is the definition of love from 1 Corinthians 13:7-8.  Listen to its permanence and certainty.  Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  Here are three reasons why love never fails and why we need to build our lives on that love foundation:
1) Love never fails because Jesus never fails!  The Apostle Paul explains this well in Romans 8:37-39, 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Paul was convinced of this because He had personally witnessed this truth.  Jesus overcame all our enemies; evil, wrong, suffering and death.  Nothing could stop Jesus from accomplishing His work for us given Him by God the Father.  The forces of Rome and of Israel could not stop Him.  Torture and the cross did not stop Him.  Death and the tomb did not stop Him.  Satan could not stop Him.  Jesus overpowers all His and our foes.  We do not live in a dualistic world in which there are two forces of equal strength opposing each other; one for evil and one for good.  We do not live in a world in which we wonder what the outcome will be.  Jesus is stronger, smarter and greater in every way over every foe.  They don’t even come close to Him.  Jesus wins every time, and thus, so will we.  Jesus ensures our eternal life.  I hear people tell me how difficult there life is all the time.  I wish they and you would stop looking at the difficulties you face and start looking at the Savior who is greater than all those difficulties.  Look above your situations and see the Lord who stand over them, controls them, and does not allow anything to happen in your life that will not be for your good.  If you don’t understand what I am saying, you don’t get Jesus.  If you do, your life will become rooted on the certain faith rested in the assurance of hope because you know Jesus as your Savior.  Jesus never fails.  Jesus always wins.  Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love never fails.  
Therefore, since Jesus never fails, so also 2) Love never fails because love in Christ overpowers our enemies too!  We all need to take the bigger perspective on this life – God’s perspective.  As adults, we see things from the perspective of between 5 feet to 7 feet above the ground.  That is not very far off the ground.  To us mountains look giant until we see them from the perspective of an airplane at 40,000 feet and then they don’t look so tall.  To us oceans seem so vast, then we see them from the perspective of an astronaut 200 to 300 miles above the earth, then they don’t seem so wide.  To us plague, pestilence, famine, war, evil, terrorism and all other evil seems so impossible to overcome.  Not when they are seen with the eyes of faith through Jesus Christ.  We need to learn to see our troubles, trials and traumas through the eyes of Jesus.  This life is the elementary school from which we will graduate on to greater life.  Nothing happens here that has not gone through the careful scrutiny of the God who loves us.  He vetoes anything happening that will not be good for us.  This is not to say that God does not allow bad things to happen – He does.  Bad things happen to us all the time in this world, but they only happen if they will eventually lead us to a greater love in Jesus.  The cross of Jesus remains the supreme example of this faith viewed, God based truth.  What the Romans, Jewish officials and Satan intended as the end of all things for Jesus and His followers turned into the beginning of new life for His followers instead.  This applies to your and my life too.  We have to start viewing our lives from this perspective.  Get your mind wrapped around this truth and start living by it!  Nothing can overcome those who stand strong in the Lord because Jesus never fails.  Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
James understood this when he wrote these amazing words, (James 1:2-4) Consider it pure joy, my brothers (and sisters), whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.  Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  “Consider it pure joy, whenever you face trials…”  How many of us do that?  We look at our troubles and cringe, cry and run away.  James tells us we should rejoice in our trials.  He sees things from Jesus’ perspective.  He sees that the trial becomes another opportunity for God to work miracles in our lives; to strengthen our faith, deepen our love and become more like Jesus for eternity.  God has gifted me with this kind of faith when it comes to depending on Him financially.  I used to fear what would happen if the money ran out.  Then, when I was in seminary it did.  I thought I would have to leave seminary.  I did not know what I would do because I thought God really called me to be a pastor.  I broke down and wept because I was hopeless.  The Lord had me right where He wanted me to be.  He brought some wonderful brothers and sisters to get hold of me and lift me up to the Lord in prayer.  He began to work miracle after miracle.  The tuition and my bills were paid off.  From that day, I have rarely been concerned about where the money would come from to pay my bills.  Sue and I have had many times when we did not have much and wondered how the bills would all be paid.  God always provided for us and always will.  That does not mean we can waste money away and expect God to bail us out.  No, He will let us suffer the consequences of our dumb actions so we will learn from them.  Yet when we trust in Him and use what He gives us wisely under His direction, He promises to provide and He does.  Now when I get into financial trials, I look at them with joy and wonder what the Lord will do this time.  That time is now for us as Church of the Valley.  That time is now for many of you.  We face an economic trial.  Will we cringe, cry and run away or will we rejoice and see what the Lord will do through this time?  Mark my words today, because they are really not mine, they are the Lords.  In a few years, we will look back at this time and realize this is exactly where the Lord wanted us to be so that we could see our faith develop with perseverance, our character become mature and our joy enlarged.

Love never fails because love in Christ overpowers our enemies too!  So because of this we must learn to love our enemies like Jesus loves.  Jesus said it this way in Matthew 6:43-48, 43You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’  44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons (and daughters) of your Father in heaven.  He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get?  Are not even the tax collectors doing that?  47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others?  Do not even pagans do that?  48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.  Love our enemies.  Pray for those who persecute us.  In this way we are sons and daughters of God.  We are to become perfect in love because our Heavenly Father is perfect in love.  Are we to really love those who hurt us?  Yes, Jesus loved and forgave those who hurt Him.  Are we to love those who insult us and speak evil of us?  Yes, Jesus loved and forgave those who insulted and spoke evil of Him.
Why are we to love like this – to love even our enemies?  We love this way to become mature in love.  We love this way because Jesus loved this way.  We love this way because this is the powerful way and, we must understand, the only way to win over evil.  Don’t give in to the world’s way of fighting with evil.  We don’t fight evil with evil and thus become evil.  We don’t compromise our faith, our love or our Lord.  We fight in a spiritual battle with the weapons of Christ.  Paul wrote in Romans 12:17-21, 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  19Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.  20On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.  In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”  21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.  We do not take revenge, give payback or trade insult for insult.  We don’t defame anyone’s character, put others down or inflict harm for harm received.  We tried that before and discovered the hard way these never produce victory.  You will get covered with muck when you get down and dirty wrestling with the pigs.  We learn to fight evil with love’s weapons.  In conflict with others do these 3 simple steps: diffuse your emotion, unplug your ego and focus on the issue alone to reach a resolution!  Learn to fight with the armor of God.  Ephesians 6:10-18 lists that spiritual armor: truth, righteousness, peace, faith, assurance of salvation, God’s Word and prayer.  If you learn to fight your enemies this way in the love of Jesus, you will experience success and victory.  Love never fails because love in Christ overpowers our enemies too!  
3) Love never fails because in Jesus we love eternally!  Our efforts to follow Jesus always pay off and are never wasted.  As we learn to love like Jesus, love in Jesus, love together in Jesus’ family, forgive like Jesus, and love our enemies like Jesus, love overcomes and love builds up.  Listen to this amazing prayer of the Apostle Paul about how Jesus’ love changes us and builds us up to an incredible future of glory in God’s eternal kingdom.  Ephesians 3:14-21, 14For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15from whom His whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.  16I pray that out of His glorious riches He may strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being, 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.  And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.  20Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, 21to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  (Underline the three times love is used.)  When we are rooted and established in the love of Jesus we have eternal power.  In that power we grasp the infinite God.  No one can grasp the infinite except in love.  God is infinite, but can be known in love.  When we love God, we hug Him close and all the power of God flows through us – love that surpasses knowledge – love that does more than we could ever ask or even imagine.  Love never fails because in Jesus we love eternally.
Let Jesus love flow through your lives to empower you and transform your relationships.  Grow deeper into joy in the love of Christ with God and the brothers and sisters of God’s family!  Look at the people around you here at Church of the Valley.  These people will live forever.  These people will love you forever.  You will love these people forever.  So start building up your eternal relationships today!  Actively find a way this week to help someone important to you to encourage your eternal relationship with them in Christ.  If we look at those in our church family as eternal brothers and sisters who we will spend the rest of our lives with, it changes the way we love them today.  Nothing can separate us from the love of Christ.  Nothing can separate us from loving each other.  Jesus never fails.  Love never fails.  Love lasts forever.  Get on the winning team!
