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I make no secret that I love thanksgiving as my favorite holiday of the year.  Thanksgiving gets to the heart of our lives in Christ focusing us on how Jesus abundantly gifts us in our lives.  We look down too much; down at our doubts, distress, fears, failings, troubles, trials, suffering and setbacks.  Thanksgiving lifts our eyes above our everyday concerns and problems.  Thanksgiving helps us to see Jesus with us, Who is greater than all these concerns and problems.  The first thanksgiving celebration in America did exactly that.  Times were hard for the pilgrims.  They were hungry, cold, uncomfortable, fighting disease and suffering many deaths, an ocean away from homes, family and friends.  In the midst of all that difficulty, they took time to give thanks.  They took time to count their blessings.  They took time to appreciate all they had and how far they had come.

Thanksgiving has a way of multiplying what we have.  What seems to be a little grows when it is shared.  We discover we have more than we thought, especially when we combine our resources.  We discover that people are more important than things in getting us through the hard times.  Our thanksgiving begins to overflow when we take stock by giving thanks.  Thanksgiving and overflowing go together.  We gather with family and friends in thanksgiving and things begin to overflow: laughter overflows, joy overflows, love overflows.  The Bible teaches in many places that thanksgiving and overflowing belong together in our lives.  I will give you 5 examples of this today in which our thanksgiving leads to overflowing.  The first is 2 Corinthians 9:10-12, Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.

I want you to overflow in generosity and thanksgiving today, this Thanksgiving season and for all the year.  Let’s discover how to overflow in generosity and thanksgiving as a lifestyle in Christ.  It takes three simple steps repeated over and over every day.  When we follow these steps we overflow as thankful people.  First, we receive from the Lord Jesus His abundant grace, love and power.  Second, we overflow with Jesus’ blessings because He gives us more than we need.  Third, we share the extra with those around us.  We do that over and over, each and every day.  We receive, overflow and share in Christ.  In this way, the gifts meet the needs, change our lives, and overflow with thanksgiving.
God first gives to us Jesus, grace, power and love in abundance.  God is all about abundance.  God has riches beyond our imagination.  God overflows with the greatest gifts of love, joy and power.  God is the most joyful being.  God rejoices in the everyday miracles that we overlook.  GK Chesterton wrote, (Orthodoxy, Ch. 4) “It is possible that God says every morning, ‘Do it again’ to the sun; and every evening, ‘Do it again’ to the moon.  It may not be automatic necessity that makes all daisies alike; it may be that God makes every daisy separately, but has never got tired of making them.  It may be that He has the eternal appetite of infancy; for we have sinned and grown old, and our Father is younger than we.”
A child gets mesmerized by the smallest things: the way light plays from a crystal, the way water runs along the ground forming tiny rivers, the way puppies chase their tails, the way sticks float down a stream.  We adults get too busy to enjoy them.  We get to stressed rushing around and stop seeing with wonder the world around us.  Yet there are some things that call me back to childlikeness.  I never get tired of sunrises, sunsets, wildflowers, colorful, wild birds, chocolate, any time with my children and wife together, laughter with friends, hikes in the mountains, the smell of pines, warm showers, etc.  How about you?  What do you never get tired of?  God says to the sun ‘Do it again!”  God says to the moon “Do it again!”  God says to His Son “Do it again!  Love the world!  Share your love!  Help people to laugh!  Show people You are greater than their troubles and trials.”  God says to His Son “Do it again!  Keep forgiving people!  Keep transforming people!  Keep helping people to love each other.  Keep bringing Our peace to the world!”  Every day God is working among us through Jesus and through the Holy Spirit.  Every day God loves us, protects us and showers us with daily bread, daily wisdom, daily guidance, daily hope, daily encouragement, and daily strength.  Every day God fulfills His promises to us.  Every day God is faithful to us.  God showers His blessing upon us every day.  God pours His grace, love and power into our lives every day.  We need to thank God for all this, and thus say, “Do it again Jesus.”
We need to become aware of all God does daily.  We need to open our lives to all God wants to pour into us.  We need to appreciate what God does every day.  We need to receive God’s blessings.  Therefore as God richly pours out His love to us through Jesus, we open our lives to God and then overflow with thanksgiving, joy, and love due to God’s generosity.  We open our lives to the Lord through receiving His grace, love and joy.  Colossians 2:6-7, So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in Him, rooted and built up in Him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.  Thankfulness opens our lives to the Lord’s daily blessings.  You know that you become what you practice.  Practice makes perfect.  If every day, you practice the art of bitterness and complaining, you become perfect at being bitter and judgmental.  Your face over the years turns into a frown.  If, on the other hand, you practice being thankful and encouraging, you become perfect at giving thanks and lifting others up.  Your face over the years turns into a smile.  When we practice daily living in Christ Jesus by keep receiving His blessings into our lives, by continuing to live in Him, by being rooted and built up in Him, by being strengthened in the faith, our lives overflow with thankfulness.  We become a follower of Christ in one moment when we receive Jesus as the Lord and Savior of our lives.  In that moment, God the Father accepts us because Jesus lives in us.  However many followers don’t continue to follow well.  They don’t grow more like Jesus because they don’t continue to live in Him daily.  People who became a follower of Jesus 50 years ago still act like baby Christians because they do not continue to live in Jesus.  That continuing is a necessary process of building up our lives on the foundation of Jesus Christ.  When we continue to live in Jesus, we get stronger, we get built up, and we overflow with thankfulness.
First, God pours the gifts of Jesus upon us in grace, power and love.  Second, we open our lives to Jesus’ gifts and continue to live in them daily so we overflow with their abundance.  Now here is the third thing, we open our lives to the Lord through giving to others as we have received.  Giving lies at the heart of thanksgiving.  Winston Churchill said, “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” We have been blessed to be a blessing.  We have been gifted to be a gift.  2 Corinthians 8:1-3, 1And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.  2Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity.  3For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.

When we overflow in the abundance of Christ’s gifts, we don’t hoard them; we don’t keep them to ourselves; we share them with those in need around us.  Then those around us can receive the overflow so everyone is thankful.  1 Thessalonians 3:12, May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.  As Jesus pours His love into our lives, it will overflow to those around us.  We become more Christ-like.  We love because He first loved us.  Our love overflows and that makes it available for anyone we meet.  We discover the joy of overflowing love.  Albert Pike wrote, “What we have done for ourselves alone dies with us; what we have done for others and the world remains and is immortal.”  We get in touch with our immortal lives in Christ when we give, when we love, when we live like Jesus Who lives through us.
Do you understand now why thanksgiving becomes the measure of our lives?  Thanksgiving becomes the way the Lord pours His blessings into us as we gratefully receive them.  Thanksgiving becomes the way those blessings overflow from our lives as we gratefully share them with those around us.  How thankful we are determines the joy we will experience in our lives through Christ.  What we give becomes the standard by which we receive.  Jesus has infinite riches of love, joy and grace.  Our task is to learn to let that abundance flow through us.  The wider the vessel flowing in and out, the greater the volume that flows through it.  I hold here two pipes.  One is very small in diameter.  Not much water can flow through this pipe.  The other is much larger in diameter, thus a lot more water can flow through this pipe.  We need to open the diameter of our lives to get the blessings of Jesus flowing through us.  But if there is a blockage, a stoppage of any kind in the pipe, then nothing gets through.  We need to get rid of the constrictions we place on Jesus flowing through us so more can flow to us and thus to all.  Jesus said it this way, Luke 6:38, Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.  Do this physical, symbolic action with me please.  I want you to all stand up if you can.  Now I want you to open your arms wide to the Lord.  Raise your arms wide to heaven as a way of symbolically saying to Jesus to fill you up.  Now if you remain with your arms clenched to your body, how can Jesus fill up your arms?  Open your arms to Jesus so He can fill your life.  OK, now you have so much good from Jesus filling your arms that they are full.  How do you get more?  You have to share all that good stuff with those around you, so you have more room to receive more from Jesus.  Go ahead and share the love by hugging one person near you.  OK, now you can receive more, so open your arms wide to the Lord again.  Now give it away to someone else, someone you did not hug before.  Do you see how this works?  If you take it all in, but don’t give it away, you have no more room to get more from the Lord.  If you give it away, you have more room to receive.  Luke 6:38, Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.
God wants to shower you with all His blessings in Jesus.  Our trouble is that we don’t open our lives enough.  Some don’t open their lives at all, so they never know the love, joy and power of Jesus for them.  Some open their lives just a little, so the love, joy and power of Jesus flows through them just a little.  Some learn to open their lives more and more to Jesus, taking steps of faith so that more of Jesus flows in and through them.  Some end up being huge conduits for Jesus, people through whom Jesus can do so much to share His love, grace and power.  What kind of pipe are you for the blessings of Jesus?  John Wesley encouraged us to be people who overflow in the love of Christ.  He said, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can.”
You know you cannot out give God.  Whatever you do for Jesus to others, Jesus can do still more for you.  There is always more love to give, more grace to give, more power to change lives.  An anonymous person first said, “Thousands of candles can be lit from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened.  Happiness never decreases by being shared.”  
Let’s make thanksgiving a vital part of our lifestyles in Christ.  Let’s receive, overflow and share.  Let’s thank the Lord for all the ways He blesses us to be a blessing, all the gifts He gives us to share, all the life and love He showers upon us so that we can be His Family together forever and ever.  Love overflowing, grace overflowing, life overflowing together in Jesus.
Let us pray: 
