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For the Week of Sunday, November 28, 2010

Matthew 1:1-6

“Prepared for Grace”: The Genealogy of Jesus, Part 1

Pastor Mike Clark, Church of the Valley, Apple Valley, CA

I engaged in a serious study of my family’s genealogy about 20 years ago.  It began with a surprise discovery when my Grandmother died.  I was helping my parents sort through her belongings when I found in a closet an old Bible and some papers.  Those papers included information that my grandfather had been adopted.  All along we thought our family came from a line of the prominent New England and Old England family the Bunkers.  Instead we found out that branch of our family actually came from Ireland and were Gehagans and Lenehans.  I went to the Census Borough in San Francisco and studied old documents to trace back this line.  They came to America during the potato famine in Ireland during the late 1840’s.  They settled in New Hampshire and operated a grocery store.  Somehow my great-grandfather died or left my great-grandmother alone with a young son, my grandfather.  She then remarried Nathaniel Bunker, the chief of the fire company in Cambridge Massachusetts and he adopted my grandfather.  Wow, what a surprise for all of us.  My Mom did not even know her father had been adopted or that she was half Irish until that day.
Do you know something about one of your great grandfathers or grandmothers?  What did you inherit from them in character and heritage?  You are a mix of their genetic background.  In studying my family’s genealogy, I found some interesting people.  Most of my ancestors were farmers, but some held very interesting jobs: the original operator of the Staten Island ferry, a boot maker, the first mayor of Glendora, CA, an army scout who hung out with Kit Carson, and possibly Kings Henry the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of England.  I come from pioneering settlers, hardworking and determined people with focus and drive.  That describes a lot of who I am.  What about you?  What does your ancestry tell about you?
The first chapter of Matthew details the genealogy of Jesus.  Over the next 3 Sundays as we prepare to celebrate Christ’s birth, let’s look carefully at this genealogy. Although Jesus does not really come from their genetic makeup, this genealogy actually helps us to understand why Jesus came among us.  There are three sections to this genealogy, one that demonstrates our need for God’s grace, one that demonstrates our need for God’s justice and a final one that demonstrates our need for God’s faithfulness.  Let’s begin today looking at Matthew 1:1-6.

We can’t go too far or too fast because verse 1 contains so much information on its own: A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham.  The first five words of this translation “A record of the genealogy” are just two words in the original Greek “Βίβλος γενέσεως”.  “Biblos” means record.  From this word we get the English word Bible which is the record of God’s actions and truth to humanity.  The word “geneseos” sounds familiar doesn’t it.  Genesis is the first book of the whole Bible because genesis is about beginnings from which all things come.  This Matthew Genesis is about where Jesus came from, His roots and ancestry; but we know and Matthew knows it means a whole lot more than a line of parents, grandparents and great-grandparents.  Matthew signals to us this whole lot more by purposely using this word about beginnings because Jesus is the Genesis.  Jesus is the beginning of all things.  He existed before the world began and God created the whole world through Him.  John’s Gospel (1:1) begins this way describing beginnings, “In the beginning (of this world) was the Word (The Word is Jesus and He was before the world began) …”  Jesus is the beginning and also the end.  The Book of Revelation teaches this in 21:6 when Jesus says “I am the Alpha and the Omega - the Beginning and the End.”  Jesus is the Genesis, the source and beginning of all life and also the One who stands at the end of time, the final day of this world, the Judge over all in this world.  Yet that too is a new beginning in Jesus, for in that day, the new world begins, the new Kingdom of God starts for all who follow Jesus.  Jesus, the Source of life overcomes the end, overcomes death, and opens the door for new life, a new world, a new humanity, a new beginning of eternal joy.  The first Genesis describes the beginning of the first human Adam.  The genealogy of Jesus describes the beginning of the new Adam Jesus.  The first Adam failed by doing what he was not supposed to do and so wrong, suffering and death entered into the world.  The new Adam Jesus came to set all that back to right for us.  He came to live the perfect life so we could gain the perfect life.  He came to rescue us from all our hate, evil and corruption.  He came to restore humanity back to the garden of God’s blessings.  Jesus came to be our new life.

The beginning of Jesus in Matthew marks the turning point of this world.  In Jesus the record of human failure, despair and destruction turns around because He now begins a new record of human success, hope and resurrection.  Jesus restores us to the beginning, helping us to start again fresh and new.  My computers used to crash a lot, wiping out everything I was working on and causing me to spend countless hours restoring my computer so it would work again.  Sometimes this was because of a bad program, other times it was because I did something wrong to mess up my computer.  The computer had to be totally reformatted and I had to load all the software programs and revisions again.  It was a huge pain.  You might have had to do this too, because most computers crashed like this.  Then about 7 years ago a little change occurred that became huge.  The computer people put a restore program into the computer.  If your computer crashed, you could restore it to an earlier date when it worked just fine.  No more spending hours restoring your computer, now with just a click on the restore date, everything worked fine again in a few minutes.  I call that restore program the forgiveness program.  It brings grace to the computer when we goof it up.  Jesus is the “Restore” program for life.  He is forgiveness for us; God’s grace to us.  He makes everything new again so we work perfectly again.  Jesus puts the human back into humanity.  Jesus is the beginning, the Genesis of life for us all.

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ.....The next words of this first verse tell us Jesus name – Jesus Christ.  You know that the very name Jesus means the “God who saves”, yet it was also a very common human name.  In the Hebrew it is Joshua and there were many Joshuas in Israel’s history.  Jesus is the God who saves who is also human.  Jesus is God among us, God in human flesh, God who came to restore us to life.  That is a lot of grace!  And you know that Christ is not Jesus’ last name.  Christ is a title for the Messiah and the King of kings.  So Jesus Christ means the God who saves, Messiah and King.  We will talk more about Jesus’ names in a few weeks.  But understand these names tell us Jesus is all about grace for us, all about new life for us, as Jesus is our Savior and Lord.
And we are not even done with the first verse, because it continues telling us of Jesus’ real lineage; saying He is the son of David, the son of Abraham.  The son of David was the promise God gave to King David about his descendant – The One who sits on the eternal throne of Israel.  We find this promise in 1 Chronicles 17:11-14, “11When your days are over and you go to be with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, one of your own sons, and I will establish his kingdom. 12He is the one who will build a house for me, and I will establish his throne forever. 13I will be his father, and he will be my son. I will never take my love away from him, as I took it away from your predecessor. 14I will set him over my house and my kingdom forever; his throne will be established forever.”  So, the Son of David is the eternal king of all God’s people.  And the Son of Abraham is the One who is the hope for all nations, the true One of faith.  Just as Abraham was the father of faith, his true son becomes the faith and hope for all nations when they turn to Him and receive His blessings.  Genesis 22:18 “And through your descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed—all because you have obeyed me.”  
We have learned so much about Jesus already, the beginning of life, the great Restorer of humanity, the God who saves, Messiah and eternal King, who sits on the throne of God’s people forever and brings them hope in their trust. Not every verse of Matthew is so filled with meaning, but this one begins our study by reaffirming that Jesus came to us full of God’s grace and truth, power and love to bring us eternal and abundant life.  Now we can move on to the rest of the verses for today:

2Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 

3Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, 

4Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, 

5Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 

6and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother (Bathsheba) had been Uriah's wife.

This lineage highlights God’s grace from Abraham through David to bless His royal people.  The line of Jesus begins with very famous people; Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Known as the Patriarchs, they begin this line with great faith and trust in God.  Abraham follows God away from his home country, people, language, customs, heritage, history and leaves everything except his wife Sarah and their servants to follow God to the promised land.  Isaac and Jacob continue this walk of faith and trust in God.  They are not always so faithful and don’t always do the right things, but by God’s grace, they establish God’s people of Israel as people who follow God.  God blesses them and makes them into a prosperous people.  This part of Jesus’ lineage ends with King David, another extremely famous and faithful follower of God.  David did not always do the right thing; in fact he did some very wrong things.  However he always came back to God; always repented of his wrong, trusting in God’s mercy.  The highest compliment of King David was he was a man after God’s own heart.  He loved God, and because of that God showered blessings on David.  King David may be the best example in the Old Testament of one who relied on God’s grace and love and found great joy and love in return.  From Abraham to David, these people experienced the great love of God in grace, mercy, forgiveness that led to many great blessings of God.  We can learn a lot about living in God’s grace from their lives.  I encourage you to study them in the Old Testament.
Finally in this section of the lineage, there are 3 more big surprises that tell us a lot about God’s grace.  The first surprise is that Matthew lists 4 women as ancestors of Jesus.  This is a big surprise because genealogies did not usually list women.  So Matthew lists them for a reason.  Why were these 4 women listed?  Matthew could have listed 4 well known women of the Old Testament, the well-respected wives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel and Leah.  He does not list them but does list 4 less known and less respected women; Tamar, Rahab, Ruth and the mother of Solomon who we know is Bathsheba.  Why are they listed?  Matthew lists them here on purpose to continue the history of God’s grace.  Surprise 2 - all 4 are morally questionable.  Tamar seduced her father to get him to fulfill his promise to her.  Rahab was probably a prostitute.  Ruth was a widower who found herself in a possibly compromising position with Boaz.  (By the way, Ruth and Boaz share one of the most romantic love relationships in the Bible.  Read about them in the book of Ruth.)  And Bathsheba was the woman David stole from Uriah, committed adultery with her, had Uriah killed and then took her for his own wife.  All these women were ancestors to Jesus.  All these men and women needed God’s grace and forgiveness to find their place in the line of Jesus.  Matthew purposely included them to show how much those who come to Jesus discover the loving and merciful Savior.  One more big surprise about these women – they are all non-Jews.  Tamar came from Canaan, Rahab from Jericho, Ruth from Moab and Bathsheba from the Hittites.  They were foreigners from tribes and nations that lived in lands around Israel.  Jesus’ genealogy shows God’s saving plan of grace for Jews and non-Jews.  He is for all people of all races – common and royal.  He is for those who are faithful and those who are repentant.  He is for those who have checkered pasts, great failings, deep sorrow and grief.  Jesus came to be the Savior for all.  Remember what the angel said on the night of Jesus’ birth, Luke 2:10-11, “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.  The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!”
So what about you?  Do you need some grace, some mercy and forgiveness from God?  Are you tired of trying to live life without help from the Lord?  Then turn to Jesus, the God who saves us, the God who is with us, the God who restores our lives.  He offers you the fullness of His grace and the abundance of life for today and forever.  Will you become a descendent of Jesus, a daughter or son of God’s grace?  Will you follow Him as the beginning of your new life forever?

