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Sunday, December 5, 2010
Matthew 1:7-11
“Prepared for Justice”: The Genealogy of Jesus, Part 2
Pastor Mike Clark, Church of the Valley, Apple Valley, CA
Last Sunday we saw humanity’s need for God’s grace through the genealogy of Jesus.  We discovered Jesus came to be Savior to people of all ages, races, backgrounds and needs.  Today, we look further into the line of Jesus to discover we also need true justice from God; for without it we fall into a pit full of wrong, unfair and destructive behavior.  With justice we discover true peace and abundant life.
Here in Southern California we have enjoyed easy access to Mexico and its beautiful, enjoyable towns and coastal regions.  Recently many of us hesitate to travel there due to reports of increasing crime and violence.  Tales of robbery, carjacking and murder dissuade us from visiting.  We do not want to place ourselves in potentially harmful situations.  I encourage you to pray for our neighbors to the south who live amidst these rising dangers.  Pray for safety for many children and respectable citizens who become victims of these crimes.  We pray for justice for them.  Justice is not just the actions of a court against criminals.  Justice establishes peace for all citizens.  When justice becomes the backbone of a society, it holds in check the harmful behaviors and seasoned criminals.  We often take for granted our justice system in America.  We have tremendous civil servants who protect us daily.  I thank the Lord for brave police officers and magistrates who protect citizens and work for better communities.  They don’t use their power to collect bribes or establish personal, corrupt kingdoms.  They serve the people and keep crime to a minimum so we can live in relative peace.  We need more justice not less in our communities, so our children and grandchildren can grow up in freedom and peace.  Justice is a great gift, not to be taken lightly in a world where injustice seems to dominate in many countries.
In this part of the genealogy of Jesus we read the names of the kings of Judah, the southern kingdom of the people of Israel.  King David served the united kingdom of Israel with a heart after God and so the people enjoyed peace and prosperity.  After David, King Solomon ruled in wisdom, yet began to turn away from the Lord.  His son Rehoboam in great pride divided the united kingdom of Israel into two kingdoms; Israel in the north and Judah in the south.  From then on the sons of David only ruled over the southern kingdom.  During their reigns the power, influence and spiritual strength of Judah faded substantially, with ups and downs depending on how each ruler led his people to follow or abandon God.  Each king that followed the Lord ruling justly reclaimed some of the peace and prosperity of David’s days.  Each king that did not follow the Lord caused greater problems for the nation.  They allowed injustice to spread by their own example and this resulted in war and decline.  What can we learn from their lives about the sad consequences of compromising our trust in God?
Here is the continued record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ in Matthew 1:7-11. 7Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 8Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 9Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon,  Amon the father of Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon.

Solomon, the son of David, reigned magnificently over a united people of Israel with all 12 tribes following his royal banners.  God blessed Solomon with wisdom and the nation prospered economically, spiritually and in political influence throughout the world of its time.  Solomon built the greatest, most majestic Temple for the Lord.  Yet with this kingdom prosperity, Solomon received a huge fortune in gold and valuable items, and took for himself many wives.  These wives eventually turned Solomon’s heart away from God.  (1 Kings 11:4)  He thought less of his subjects and more of his own pleasures.  He brought competition among his children and household.  He neglected his duties as a wise king and father.  The result would be that Solomon would be the last king of a united Israel.  Shortly after his death, the country fell apart.

Solomon is an example of what happens when we let the blessings of the Lord become the object of our affections rather than the Lord Himself.  I have seen this happen many times.  Have you?  When we get successful, the trappings of success lead us astray.  People who have everything tend to forget they are dependent the Lord and others.  They think they are entitled to the good things they enjoy, instead of viewing them as gifts to be thankful for to God.  Such people become prima donnas and divas, insisting that everyone else serve them.  They forget about caring for others.  They indulge their children’s desires without fulfilling their children’s needs for personal affection.  Their children turn to drugs and destructive behaviors.  Families fall apart within even though from the outside they look wonderfully blessed materially.  This is why God does not rush to fill our lives with too many blessings in this world.  The more we get of the “good life” in this world, the less we hunger for the good things of God’s eternal kingdom.  Recessions are necessary corrections for affluent and too comfortable societies.  When times are good, people fall away from God, ignore their families, and devalue important things.  When times get hard, we come back to the true priorities in life.  I do not wish recessions on any of us.  Yet I also see that they revive our reliance on the Lord.  I pray this recession will end soon.  I also pray we grow stronger in our faith through this difficult time so that when the good times return, we won’t go back to foolish living.  Never let the blessings of the Lord become the object of our affections rather than the Lord Himself.

Next came Rehoboam, Solomon’s son.  Rehoboam’s pride (in 2 Chronicles 10 & 1 Kings 12) divided the country.  After Solomon died, the people asked Rehoboam to lighten their load from the heavy taxes and harsh labor they experienced under the increasingly demanding Solomon.  If he lightened their load, the people pledged they would remain loyal to Rehoboam as their king.  Rehoboam’s wise older counselors cautioned him to listen to the people and their just concerns.  Rehoboam ignored their wise counsel.  His younger counselors told him not to care about the people, but to rule with an iron fist.  He listened to His peers who wanted to join Rehoboam in ruling in grandeur and control.  Rehoboam told the people he would not lessen their burdens.  Instead he would make them heavier.  Pride does indeed go before a fall.  His unrealistic demands broke the fragile unity that held the tribes together.  This led the 10 northern tribes to leave Rehoboam and begin the northern kingdom of Israel.  Rehoboam was left to rule the southern kingdom with just the 2 tribes of Judah and Benjamin.  Rehoboam does not learn his lesson that pride wrecks a country.  He persisted in making claims to be king alone and abandoned the worship of God.  Israel stood at the cross roads of the Mediterranean.  Major super powers often used Israel as a highway to conquest.  Egypt lay to the south.  Mesopotamia, Assyria and other great nations loomed in the north.  Always before, under the rule of David and Solomon, when the people turned to the Lord, He protected them from the enemies all around them and brought them peace and prosperity.  Now that Rehoboam turned away from the Lord, God took his protection away from Judah.  Shishak, Pharaoh of Egypt invaded Judah.  He ransacked Jerusalem and took away the gold and treasures of Kings David and Solomon.  Rehoboam hastened the steep decline of Judah.
What happens when we let our pride affect our relationships with others?  Pride destroys relationships.  I hope you steer clear of pride in yourself and others.  Hear this truth, “It is better to lose your pride for someone you love rather than to lose that someone you love for your useless pride.”  (anonymous source)  C.S. Lewis wrote, “A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and, of course, as long as you're looking down, you can't see something that's above you.”  Pride removes our vision of the importance of others.  Pride separates us from God and those we love, those who love us.  Serving each other builds our relationships up.  The moment we think we are more important than others is the moment our relationships begin to break apart.  For Rehoboam, pride broke apart his kingdom and brought them ruin and defeat.  Pride stands against justice and peace.  Let us learn from Rehoboam the tragic consequences of pride.
Asa, the grandson of Rehoboam turned the nation of Judah back to the Lord (2 Chronicles 14-15).  Asa removed the foreign altars and shrines for other gods from Judah.  He led the people to worship God and obey His Law.  Because of this, God protected Judah and kept it peaceful for 10 years.  In this peace, Asa could rebuild Judah from years of war and problems.  God protected Asa and Judah because Asa followed the Lord.  One time Asa with his army of 300,000 men, which sounds like a lot, had to meet an invading army of 1 million men from Ethiopia, which makes 300,000 seem small.  Outmatched by over 3 to 1, Asa called on the Lord for help, relying on God’s might, not his own.  The Lord defeated the Ethiopian army and Asa continued living in peace.  Asa repaired parts of the Temple.  The people rallied back to Judah from the northern kingdom when they saw the Lord’s blessings.  Judah grew in strength and numbers.  They made a new covenant with the Lord and enjoyed God’s peace and prosperity.  Turning back to the Lord, they enjoyed His many blessings again.  Things went well for King Asa until he made a treaty for protection from the King in Damascus.  Because He did not trust in the Lord, Asa finished his reign in a time of war.  After seeing how the Lord had protected him before, we wonder why Asa made such a foolish decision.  He was not a perfect king, but overall, shows us that following the Lord does bring the blessings of being in relationship with God.
What happens when we let the Lord lead us in how we deal with conflict?  If we turn to human ways of compromise without seeking a true justice in the Lord, there will never be true peace.  We will continue to bicker and divide.  If we let the Lord protect and guide us to truth, we enjoy the peace that comes from living in His justice and compassion.  When we see enemies around us, we will be tempted to compromise our faith and make treaties with what we think are powerful people.  This only put us under their control.  When we see enemies around us, we seek the Lord’s protection and guidance for a true peace in His true justice.
Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 17-20) followed the ways of his father Asa in worshipping the Lord God and following His laws, so the Lord blessed him and Judah.  Jehoshaphat sent out teachers to help people understand God’s Law.  The nation prospered in peace.  Once, he too made an alliance with the evil King Ahab of Israel.  He went to battle beside Ahab against another nation and almost got killed.  The Lord protected Jehoshaphat even though he did not follow the Lord’s direction.  Ahab was killed in this battle.  Jehoshaphat learned his lesson.  Later 3 nations came together as a vast army to war against King Jehoshaphat and Judah.  Jehoshaphat called all Judah to pray for the Lord’s guidance and protection.  The Lord told Jehoshaphat to take his army out to watch the Lord defeat these nations.  God caused the 3 nations to fight among themselves and they were destroyed.  God brought peace on the land because they followed Him.  From Jehoshaphat we learn to follow the Lord’s leading in times of difficulty?  When we humble ourselves before the Lord, He lifts us up.  Rick Warren said, “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of yourself less.”  The more we turn to the Lord as our Guide in life, our Counselor and Leader in all situations, the more we prosper and live in peace.
Ahaz, a later king of Judah, lead his people to worship idols and turn away from the Lord.  (2 Chronicles 28)  Wars came upon his land and he lost over and over again.  In one battle he lost 120,000 troops.  Even though Ahaz kept losing, he would not turn to the Lord.  He shut down the Lord’s Temple and stubbornly refused to follow God.  He is another example of how unfaithfulness and injustice ruin kingdoms, citizens and relationships.  Let us be careful not to stubbornly refuse to follow the Lord.
Let us look at one more king who gave us a good example of seeking the Lord and His justice.  Near the end of the kingdom of Judah, almost 400 years after King David, before the nation would be overrun and the people taken away into exile, there was a last moment of glory for Judah.  King Hezekiah (2 Kings 18-20) did what was right before the Lord.  He reopened the Temple and led the people to worship God again.  He reorganized Judah under the Lord’s leadership and enjoyed great success.  Another huge army came against Jerusalem from Assyria.  Hezekiah told the people to be courageous in the Lord.  The Assyrian King taunted the people of Jerusalem and laid siege against them.  They looked out on an immense army that filled the area outside the gates and walls of Jerusalem.  Hezekiah told the people not to respond to the taunts, but to pray for the Lord to protect them.  The people listened to Hezekiah and prayed for the Lord’s help in the face of overwhelming odds.  The Lord protected them in a mighty way.  An angel of the Lord destroyed many in the Assyrian army and they went home.  Later Hezekiah became deathly ill.  He sought the Lord in prayer and the Lord heard him.  The Lord added 15 years to his life.  He died in peace.
We can learn a lot from Solomon, Rehoboam and Ahaz.  When we turn away from God, we get into trouble.  When we love the blessings of God more than the Lord Himself, we lose the source of those blessings.  When we live in pride against God and over each other, we divide our families, churches and communities.  When we trust in our own strength and compromise on justice, we break down and suffer loss and ruin.

We can learn a lot from Hezekiah, Jehoshaphat and Asa.  When we turn back to the Lord, even when facing immense odds against us, the Lord protects and provides for us.  When we do what is right before the Lord and each other, we will succeed.  It may take a while, but if we hold on in faith and seek justice and mercy, God provides the victories.  We need the Lord to bring the fullness of His justice and mercy among us so we can live in peace and enjoy His blessings.  We look forward to learning to be people who seek the Lord in justice and righteousness so we can live in peace and prosperity.
Let us pray: Come among us again Lord Jesus, so Your true justice will reign with Your great love and grace in our church, families, communities and in Your Kingdom forever.  Amen.
“The Worst of Pleasures” by C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity, pg. 94-95

The sins of the flesh are bad, but they are the least bad of all sins. All the worst pleasures are purely spiritual: the pleasure of putting other people in the wrong, of bossing and patronizing and spoiling sport, and back-biting; the pleasures of power, of hatred. For there are two things inside me, competing with the human self which I must try to become. They are the Animal self, and the Diabolical self. The Diabolical self is the worse of the two. That is why a cold, self-righteous prig who goes regularly to church may be far nearer to hell than a prostitute. But, of course, it is better to be neither.

