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Sunday, December 12, 2010
Matthew 1:12-17
“Prepared for Faith”: The Genealogy of Jesus, Part 3
Pastor Mike Clark, Church of the Valley, Apple Valley, CA
A TV News station honored several unsung heroes recently –not famous but people doing significant things to help others.  They included (CNN News):
· Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow of Scotland: He founded Mary's Meals to make a small dent in world hunger by providing at least one free meal a day at school for impoverished children in 15 countries.
· Dan Wallrath of Houston, TX: Determined to make sure veterans injured while serving the U.S. have a first-rate place to live, Wallrath launched an organization five years ago that builds them homes.
· Aki Ra of Cambodia: heads the Cambodian Self-Help De-mining team to clear land mines, some of which he planted years ago when he was a child soldier during the regime of the Khmer Rouge.

· Susan Burton of Los Angeles: with funding from private foundations, she provides housing and support for women who have recently been released from prison and have nowhere else to go.

· Evans Wadongo of Kenya: devised solar-powered LED lanterns, distributed to hundreds of villagers so they can improve their lives by not having to spend meager resources on kerosene for lighting.

· Guadalupe De La Vega of El Paso, TX: She works to promote the Hospital de la Familia, a health center she launched more than 30 years ago in drug-war ravaged Juarez, Mexico.
I know many unsung heroes here at COV, not famous people but still making a big impact.  Our unsung heroes help those who need clothing and food, help teenagers who need love and guidance, help children who need nurturing, help those with medical emergencies, help seniors get out of their homes, help find and provide jobs for those unemployed, and many more ways COV people help other people in the love of Jesus Christ.

Today we look at the last part of the genealogy of Jesus Christ.  It is filled with names no one ever heard of, names not listed anywhere else in the Bible.  Yet they are all important.  They all kept alive the hope and promise of God.  They all led to Jesus coming into our world as the Son of God and the Son of David.  Matthew 1:12-17, (A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ continued)

12After the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, 14Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, 15Eliud the father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.  17Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.

After the fall of Judah and the end of the reign of its last king in 586 BC until the time of Jesus, Judah had 3 time periods:  First came a time of exile lasting about 50 years.  In this time Judah and Israel had no nation, king, temple or land.  This drastic loss threw the people of God into great grief and despair asdescribed in Psalm 137:1-4, “By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.  There on the poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors asked us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; they said, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’  How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?”
Second came a time when some of those exiles returned to Judah and began rebuilding the Temple and Jerusalem’s Walls.  This time lasted about 100 years during which the last prophet Malachi proclaimed the truth from God; however Judah remained under the rule of foreign kings.  From Jesus’ genealogy, Zerubbabel is mentioned as one of those leading the people back to Israel from Babylonia and helping to rebuild the temple.  The temple was dedicated about 70 years after the temple built by Solomon was destroyed.  It was not as big, beautiful or ornate.  From Zerubbabel on until Joseph and Mary, no other names in this list are mentioned in the Old Testament.

The third time period is called the inter-testamental time; the time between the Old and New Testaments.  This 400 years saw Judah dominated by successive empires; first by the Persians, then by the Greeks, followed by a short time of national self-rule under the Hasmoneans (Maccabees) before the Romans took over in 63 BC.  During this time there was no king of Judah sitting on the throne of David, no real independent and mighty nation, no prophets proclaiming God’s Word and the Jewish people were scattered throughout many lands.  What happened to God’s promise of a ruler from David?  What happened to the promise of the Promised Land?  What happened to God?  Why was He silent?  Why had He seemingly forgotten His chosen people?  During this time of doubt and loss of hope for the Israelites, they waited and wondered if God would honor them again as the chosen people.
We wonder about all that too during difficult times as followers of Jesus.  We wait for Jesus to act and help us in times of national and economic uncertainty, personal failure, relationship distress, illness, grief, disillusionment, doubt and depression.  We cry out to the Lord asking Him why these things happen to us.  We long for the times of God’s blessings and prosperity.  We honestly question why there must be so much suffering and struggle in our world.  It is all right to be honest with the Lord.  The Bible contains these same concerns and doubts.  The honesty of the Psalms teaches us to bring these feelings to the Lord.  Psalm 88:9-14, “I call to You, O LORD, every day; I spread out my hands to You.  Do You show your wonders to the dead?  Do those who are dead rise up and praise You?  Is Your love declared in the grave, Your faithfulness in destruction?  Are Your wonders known in the place of darkness, or Your righteous deeds in the land of oblivion?  But I cry to You for help, O LORD; in the morning my prayer comes before You.  Why, O LORD, do You reject me and hide your face from me?”  Sometimes we too feel like the Lord rejects us and hides from us.  We too cry out for help and wonder for God’s love.  I appreciate that when I feel these emotions and ask these questions, I am not alone, and it is not unusual or wrong to seek the Lord’s answers in this way.  I encourage you to be led by these verses to honestly seek the Lord in your difficult times.  Psalm 71:9-14 also shares these feelings for us, “Do not cast me away when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is gone.  For my enemies speak against me; those who wait to kill me conspire together.  They say, “God has forsaken him; pursue him and seize him, for no one will rescue him.”  Be not far from me, O God; come quickly, O my God, to help me.  May my accusers perish in shame; may those who want to harm me be covered with scorn and disgrace.  But as for me, I will always have hope; I will praise You more and more.”
Difficult times call for honesty with God.  God does not mind it at all when we are honest with Him.  In fact He encourages our honesty.  When you love someone, you speak honestly in love.  I remember times when my children did not like it when I told them they had to wait for something or when I said “no” to their requests.  Those responses did not make them happy.  I said “wait” or “no” because I loved them and did what I thought was best for them.  I knew they would not like it, and I knew they would tell me so.  And that was OK because I also knew they loved me and I loved them.  They trusted my decisions even when they did not like them.  This is how we live in relationships – with trust because we know we love each other even when we disagree or don’t like the answer.  The Lord placed me here as your Pastor to help you to become the children of God He wants you to be, to help you become more Christ-like.  In this way, I am your “shepherd” with a little s who serves under the Shepherd with a capital S.  I am your local “father” with a small f, who serves you under your great Heavenly Father.  In this role I sometimes do things that you don’t like.  You need to trust that I do them for the best for Jesus and for this church.  I am willing to be misunderstood so that I can serve you better.  It comes with being a pastor.  Every parent, leader and person in authority positions shares this experience of being misunderstood for doing that which is right and that which is hard when needed.
If we understand that, we understand how much more that applies to the Lord.  He does the very hard things because He loves us.  He often must say to us “Wait” because the time is not right yet for the best He wants to give us.  He must often say “No” to what we think is a good thing so that He can later say “Yes” to what is the best thing He wants to give us.  You see we can be honest to God and tell Him what we think.  But we do that with faith – trusting that the Lord loves us and does the best for us.  Honesty couples with trust in God.  So be honest with the Lord and tell Him your concerns and ask Him your questions.  Just be ready to hear some answers you many not want to hear right now, trusting that the Lord has a better answer than we ever dreamed of for our needs and lives.  Our difficulties present a time for faith and trust in God’s promises.  We learn as we study the Bible, the recording of God’s dealing with humanity; about God’s faithfulness to us.  God always answers and fulfills His promises.  He may not answer them in our time frame or the way we expect, but He will answer them in love for our best, better than we knew.
Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of the Messiah and Savior.  Even when it seemed to the people of Israel that God had forgotten them, that they would never have the Messiah, the king on the throne, the son of Abraham and the son of David; when it seemed like the promises of God had been forgotten; when it seemed that God was silent and not hearing their prayers; God was still working for the perfect time to send His Son Jesus to come into our world.  God waited for the perfect time and place for Jesus reveal Himself to humanity as the God who is here with us and cares about us.  Galatians 4:4, “But when the set time had fully come, God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship.”
We may never have heard of Zadok, Akim and Eliud, but God knew who they were.  He protected them so that the line of Jesus would not die out.  They lived quiet lives out of the spotlight, but they were vital to the plan of God to fulfill all His promises.  When others looked at Eleazar, Matthan, Jacob or even Joseph, they did not think of them as anyone special, but God did.  God the Father chose Joseph out of all the fathers in the world to care for His Son Jesus as His earthly father.  Joseph trusted God even when He did not understand God.  He asked questions of God about why this pregnancy happened to Mary, how it happened, and about why they had to flee to Egypt, but he trusted God with the miraculous and raised God’s Son as his own son.  This is what happens when ordinary people like you and I trust God with the difficult times in our lives.  When we approach God with honesty and trust, God’s promises get carried out through our trust.  It may not happen today, but it will happen some day when the time is right.
We look forward to that day when everything will be right.  We look forward to that day when we all will have fulfilling jobs, wonderful relationships and meaningful lives. We look forward to that day when there will be no more tears, trials, suffering, evil, death or grief of any kind.  We wait in faith for the day when Jesus comes again to fulfill all the promises of abundant and eternal life with God.  You see we still carry on the line of Jesus.  We are not his ancestors but his descendants who live in faith.  This world is still not what we want it to be nor what the Lord wants it to be.  We still wait for all of God’s promises to be completed and His eternal kingdom and greater abundant life to come upon us.  However, until that great day of the Lord coming again, we wait in faith like the ancestors of Jesus.

One of the best examples of this type of waiting and honest faith in the Bible is Job.  Job went through a lot of bad experiences while he waited in faith for God to bring His promise.  Job lost his wife and children, lost all his land and money, and suffered physically while waiting on the Lord.  In his faithful waiting, Job got brutally honest with God.  He cried out to God and even expressed that God was ruthless in dealing with him.  He gets really honest and angry with God in Job 30:20-23, “I cry out to You, O God, but You do not answer; I stand up, but You merely look at me.  You turn on me ruthlessly; with the might of Your hand You attack me.  You snatch me up and drive me before the wind; You toss me about in the storm.  I know You will bring me down to death, to the place appointed for all the living.”
God lets Job be honest with Him.  He lets Job get it all out, sharing every last criticism Job had of God.  When Job is finally done, God answers him, Job 40:6-8, “Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: ‘Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me.  Would you discredit My justice?  Would you condemn Me to justify yourself?  Do you have an arm like God’s, and can your voice thunder like His?”
You see we don’t understand God’s ways as they are often mysterious to us.  God takes into account things we never think about or can even conceive.  God tells Job of the many mysteries of the universe that only God can manage.  God tells Job with all of this that He is still God and in control of all of the universe and also of Job as well.  God reassures Job that God knows what God is doing even when Job cannot understand it.  Read the reply of God to Job and see how much God knows that we don’t know.  Then, and here is what I really like about Job, Job accepts in faith and trust that God is in control even when Job doesn’t like it or understand it.  Job 42:1-3, “Then Job replied to the LORD: ‘I know that You can do all things; no plan of Yours can be thwarted.  You asked, “Who is this that obscures My counsel without knowledge?”  Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.’”  Job may not understand everything, but he does hear God and that is enough for Job.  Job does not need an answer to every question, just to know God is there and cares about him.  And this is true for us today and for all people of every day.  We may not understand what God is doing, we often don’t.  We may be upset at God for what is happening.  We may talk to the Lord honestly and express our hurts, pains, misunderstandings and critiques.  But the bottom line is, will we have faith in the Lord that He ultimately knows what He is doing?  I tell you that it is a big relief to me to trust that Lord is in control even when I don’t have a clue as to what He is doing.
I hope you have enjoyed our 3 part journey along the genealogy of Jesus.  We learned that Jesus comes for all who need His grace to overcome our failures and sins.  We learned that Jesus comes for all who need His justice and peace to overcome the wrong and injustice of our world.  Today we learned that Jesus comes to the faithful as our faithful God to fulfill the promise and hope of God for our abundant and eternal lives.  One last comment about this that is truly amazing.  Jesus truly fulfills every promise, every hope and every command of God from the Old Testament.  Understand this amazing fact - everything in the Old Testament points to Jesus.  He fulfills the Law, completes the sacrifice, brings justice and grace, realizes the promises of God and satisfies the hopes of the faithful.  He is the new Adam, the son of Abraham, the new Israel, the son of David, the Promise of the Promised Land, the Chosen of the Chosen People, the Son of God and the Son of Man.  He did all this to come personally to us as the God who lives with us.  He did all this, so that a bunch of nobodies that the world never heard of, people like you and me, can become children of the Most High God forever and ever to reign with Jesus for eternity.  Keep living in faith in Jesus through your difficult times to discover what Jesus will do in and through us for His glory and our greater joy!  Amen.
