Matthew 4:12-25
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It is always true for me that when I don't want to do anything, I can accomplish that every time.  “If you aim at nothing, you'll hit it every time.”  Lawrence J. Peter said, “If you don't know where you are going, you will probably end up somewhere else.”  However, when we want to do something we have to get focused.  If we want to accomplish a large task, we need a clear purpose and a steady determination to get it done.  Woody Allen famously said, “80 percent of success is showing up.”  T.S. Eliot commented, “Only those who will risk going too far can possibly find out how far one can go.”  Thomas Henry Huxley noted, “The rung of a ladder was never meant to rest upon, but only to hold a man's foot long enough to enable him to put the other higher.”  J.M. Power stated, “If you want to make your dreams come true, the first thing you have to do is wake up.”  Les Brown said, “Shoot for the moon.  Even if you miss, you'll land among the stars.”  And an unknown author wrote, “God gives us dreams a size too big so that we can grow in them.”
Effective lives driven by a clear purpose produce great results.  A clear purpose keeps us from wasting our time and getting sidetracked on less important activities.  A clear purpose keeps us focused so we successfully accomplish that purpose.  Jesus had such a clear purpose for His life here on Earth.  He knew exactly what He was to accomplish.  Matthew 4:12-25 clearly defined Jesus’ purpose and how He would live, teach and act to accomplish that purpose.
12When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He returned to Galilee. 13Leaving Nazareth, He went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah (9:1-2): 15"Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea, along the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 16the people living in darkness have seen a great Light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a Light has dawned."

17From that time on Jesus began to preach, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 

18As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19"Come, follow Me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." 20At once they left their nets and followed Him. 

21Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them, 22and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him. 

23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24News about Him spread all over Syria, and people brought to Him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed, and He healed them. 25Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed Him.

In verse 16 Matthew describes Jesus purpose as He was sent by God the Father to us, 16the people living in darkness have seen a great Light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a Light has dawned."  Here is Jesus’ purpose - Jesus came to be the great Light to those living in darkness.  Matthew then tells us how Jesus shared that Light.  Matthew lists 3 key ways Jesus will accomplish His purpose in His ministry:  1) Jesus shared the Light of heaven through His preaching.  2) Jesus taught the Light of Truth through His relationships.  3) Jesus displayed the Light of health through His healing ministry.
1) Jesus shared the Light of heaven through His preaching.  Whenever Jesus spoke, people listened with riveted attention.  Jesus spoke with authority and people did what He commanded.  Even His accusers and enemies found His teaching irrefutable.  Jesus spoke with authority about life because He is the Author of life.  The Creator of life knows exactly how life should be lived.  So when Jesus spoke, He was not giving a mere opinion nor was He giving His best guess.  When Jesus speaks, He shares the facts, the truth about life; so we should listen.  Jesus speaks with authority.  When Jesus called the fishermen Peter and Andrew, James and John, they dropped everything, left everyone and followed Jesus.  Jesus told Satan to depart and Satan left Him alone.  Over and over the Gospels note the crowds were amazed at Jesus’ teaching.  The ferocious winds and turbulent waves of the Sea of Galilee calmed down at His command.  Legions of demons left men when He spoke.  People woke from death and walked out of tombs at His call.  Soldiers came to arrest Him but could not because they were amazed by His teaching.  When Jesus speaks, people listen and do what He commands.  In my life Jesus’ call is irresistible and His Word is my authority.  How about you?  When Jesus speaks, do you listen and follow Him?
The consistent focus of Jesus’ preaching was “Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  To repent is our response to Jesus’ call.  Repent means to turn around, to convert and to change.  To repent to the call of Jesus means “Don’t miss it!”  “Don’t miss it by facing in the wrong direction.”  “Don’t miss it by failing to get out of your chair (pew).  “Don’t miss out on this great opportunity!”  We have a problem of complacency.  We get too comfortable so nothing exciting ever happens and life passes us by.  Many opportunities come by to better our lives, but we miss them because we're too busy doing nothing, sitting as couch potatoes watching our televisions.  Many incredible sunsets and sunrises are missed because few get up to look.  We have gotten too comfortable and we don't want to take a risk.  We are too afraid of change, even change for the better.  To repent means to change and we don't like to change.  To repent means to get up and do something, but we don't want to get up.  However, if we don't get up and change we will miss the opportunity for the most important thing in this life.  Jesus tells us something really important is about to happen.  Jesus tells us something really great is coming our way.  We need to get up, look for it and follow it so we can experience its joy and wonder for life.  How many of you have gone surfing in your life?  You have to ‘catch the wave’ if you surf.  The waves keep coming by, but you can’t catch any of them if you just sit on your surfboard.  You need to paddle hard to catch a wave.  Then, when you catch a wave, you hang on for the ride of your life.  You don't have to do anything after that; you just ride the wave.  The wave does all the work, but you have to catch it first.  That's what Jesus is telling us over and over again in His preaching.  The wave of heaven is coming.  The wave of heaven is right nearby.  We need to paddle and get moving to catch it.  Let me change the metaphor a little bit.  A great train of joy is coming down the track.  It's coming to our hometown station.  We have to get to the station to get on board.  If we don't go to the station to get on that train, we will miss this great opportunity.  What is the great train that's coming our way?  What is that wonderful wave heading toward us?  Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven is coming.  It's right nearby ready to roll on past.  It's our opportunity to get on the train to heaven.  It's our time to catch the wave to the kingdom of God.  Jesus tells us to repent for the kingdom of God is near.

How is the kingdom of heaven near?  The kingdom of heaven is near because wherever you find the King of heaven, you find the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus, the King of heaven, brings the kingdom.  The kingdom of heaven is near because Jesus fulfills a new kingdom lifestyle and offers it to us.  The kingdom of heaven is near because Jesus shows us and opens the way for us to enter the eternal Kingdom.  This is what we pray for in the Lord’s Prayer – “Thy Kingdom come…”  We want more of Jesus; more of His kingdom and more of His will for us!  So Jesus is saying to us, “Let’s go because God is on the move!  Here comes the whole new world of God.  Get on board or get out of the way!”  We enter into the kingdom of heaven in this life by moving to follow Jesus or we miss out on it for eternity.  1) Jesus shared the Light of heaven through His preaching.  It is our opportunity now to receive that Light and enter the kingdom of heaven.  In this world we won't find the fulfillment of the kingdom.  But in this world we do find the opportunity to enter into the kingdom.  The kingdom of heaven is near because now is the time for us to enter the kingdom.  Don't wait!  Don't let this opportunity go by!  Repent for the kingdom of heaven is near!
2) Jesus taught the Light of Truth through His relationships.  Jesus’ purpose to be the Light is the focus of all Jesus’ relationships.  In His relationships Jesus calls disciples to follow Him and trains them to become fishers of men.  We live prosperous and healthy lives in the Light of truth.  We grow strong and productive in the Light of truth.  Being a disciple means discovering and applying Jesus’ teaching for greater life with Him.  Being a disciple means preparing us for the eternal kingdom of heaven.  This life is the grade school where we learn to live with Christ for eternity.  We learn here in this life the lessons of faith, of obedience, of trust, and of reliance on the Holy Spirit so we will be ready to enjoy all our future life in the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus called disciples to spend time with Him to see how He lived.  Disciples learned how to apply truth in everyday situations with Jesus.  It is not fun and not often easy to read instruction manuals to learn how to do something.  It's a lot better to have someone right there with you who knows how to get it done so you can learn directly from them.  When I was young I did not learn how to fish from a book.  I learned how to fish with my grandfather who was an excellent fisherman.  When my children wanted to learn how to swim, I didn't have them read a book.  I got in the pool with them and showed them how to swim.  When my children wanted to play baseball, I taught them how to hit, how to throw and how to field a ball.  The best instruction in life comes through personal relationships.  Jesus taught the Light of truth through His relationships.  He called disciples to come and live with Him and see how life was meant to be lived.  He still calls disciples today to come and live with Him and learn how to live in truth.
When we learn to live in the Light of truth, discipleship gives us an eternal purpose, to be part of Jesus’ great kingdom building.  As Jesus is our Light, so we reflect that Light to others to draw them to Him.

Jesus develops leaders for His new kingdom and ministry.  The call is powerful and immediate.   Not all are called to leave their professions, just the leadership of the Church, but all followers are called to be disciples and part of His ministry.  Jesus calls us to Him and to a specific ministry that is fulfilling.  Jesus gives us an eternal purpose.  As we follow Jesus, our changed lifestyles become attractive to other seekers who live in darkness and want light.  We become light as we reflect Jesus’ Light.  We become like the moon that reflects the glorious radiance of the sun.  When we fully face Jesus our lives shine as His reflection to those around us.  We too like those early disciples become fishers of men and women.
3) Jesus displayed the Light of health through His healing ministry.  Sharing the Light of health became the focus of Jesus’ ministry.  Wherever He went He shared the blessings of the kingdom of heaven: teaching God’s truth, preaching good news of the kingdom, healing every disease and sickness.  Jesus healed every suffering He encountered – severe pain, demon possession, seizures and paralysis.  Jesus’ miracles attest to Jesus’ kingship and power over evil, suffering and death.  In the kingdom of God all these things and any other suffering, sin and evil are absent.  Jesus shows us the fullness of this kingdom life.  He has the power to heal.  He has the power to overcome temptation and evil.  He has power over death.   Every time Jesus encountered death, He resurrected the deceased.  Jesus ruined every funeral He attended, because the dead rose again to life.  In Jesus’ healing ministry we see the kingdom of heaven as we will experience it.  In the kingdom of God all suffering, sin, death and evil are absent as Jesus is completely present.

These verses of Matthew 4 show us Jesus’ purpose in coming to earth.  He came to be the Light for those living in darkness.  He came to be new life to those living in the shadow of death.  Jesus fulfilled His purpose in His teaching, His relationships and in His ministry and miracles.  Jesus had a clear purpose and He accomplished it.

Do you know the purpose for your life?  Do you know what you're supposed to accomplish in your life?  God created you to make a specific contribution for the good of His kingdom.  God designed you for His glory and your greater joy.  Rick Warren in The Purpose Driven Life, (pg. 25) wrote, “If there was no God, we would all be ‘accidents,’ the result of astronomical random chance in the universe.  Life would have no purpose or meaning or significance.  There would be no right or wrong, and no hope beyond your brief years here on earth.  But there is a God who made you for a reason, and your life has profound meaning!  We discover that meaning and purpose only when we make God the reference point of our lives.”
What is your purpose?  What does the Lord want you to accomplish?  It does not matter how old you are – use your remaining days to accomplish your purpose.  Don’t miss out on the satisfaction that comes by fulfilling your purpose.  Over the years I have discovered the Lord's purpose for my life.  It took me a while to discover this clearly.  When I first became a pastor, I knew I was to serve God, but I didn't know exactly how I was to serve God best.  Over the years the Lord has helped me to focus my service so I could become effective and make my contribution to His eternal kingdom.  Now I really know what I need to be doing.  I know how to best use my time and energies to serve the Lord in His church.  I've included for you today in the outline in the worship folder my mission and ministry statement.  This is my purpose: “That I will serve the Lord here at COV to help each participant pursue a Biblical lifestyle through ministry and mission that brings glory to the Lord, meaning and purpose to their lives, and health, joy and success to the Body of Christ.”  That's what I am called to do here at Church of the Valley.  That's my purpose here for as long as the Lord gives me this opportunity.  I don't know how long that's going to be.  In a few weeks I'll be turning 57.  I don't know how much strength I will be able to keep applying to accomplish this.  With the Lord's help and by the power of His Holy Spirit I hope I'll have at least 10 years to work with you to get this done.  That's not a lot of time.  I cannot afford to get side-tracked or waste a single day.  But with the Lord's help I can do what Jesus wants me to do here at COV.

For that to happen I need your help.  I need you discover the purpose the Lord has for your life.  Your purpose is to accomplish part of Jesus’ greater purpose!  God designed you to accomplish great things in your relationships, at your work, in your homes or schools, and in your neighborhoods.  You were not designed and called by Jesus to accomplish a temporary goal: to build up a huge bank account, be a popular actor or singing sensation, or retire early so you have lots of leisure time and comfort for yourself.  None of these are satisfying nor do they fulfill the greater purpose the Lord has for your life.  These purposes and many others like them do fulfill God’s purpose for life: (I know people who accomplish each of these purposes.)

· To do all you can to as a parent or grandparent to bring your children, youth, grandchildren into a closer relationship with Jesus.

· To do all you can to bring other children and youth into a closer relationship with Jesus.

· To do all you can to help people who need food and/or clothing as a witness to the love of Jesus.

· To do all you can to help people to worship the Lord through song and music praise.

· To do all you can to help people learn to use their money for the glory of God and to help others (FPU).

· To do all you can to run a business where people can have jobs and accomplish meaningful work.

· To do all you can to help those who face addictions find God’s way out of their temptations back to healthy life.

· To do all you can to counsel those with troubled marriages or families to find reconciliation and healing.

What is your purpose in life?  What does God want you to accomplish that no one else can accomplish?  God designed you to make a unique contribution.  He gave you specific skills, talents, gifts, resources and a personality to complement them all.  He gave you everything you need to be successful for Him.
Let's shoot for the moon together!  Let's get ready for the kingdom of God.  Even if we don't make it on this Earth, we will be surprised how far we will get and how much we can accomplish to shine as light for Jesus, to help those living in darkness around us.  The kingdom of heaven is near.  It's right with us as we live in Jesus Christ.  Let’s catch the wave and get on the train!  Let's get up and get out of our chairs (pews) and go make a difference for Jesus Christ in this world!
