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"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
We have to read the Bible carefully to grasp its truth for our lives.  For instance, contrast the following two verses:
5:16 “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
6:1 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them.”
Why would Jesus tell us in Matthew 5:16 to do good works for others to see and then tell us in 6:1 to do good works without anyone seeing them? These verses seem to tell us to do exactly the opposite of each other. Yet a deeper look reveals two very important and complimentary truths that Jesus wants us to understand. In chapter 5 we hear that we were created to do good works that bring glory to God. In chapter 6 we see how we get tempted to change this around to do the good works to glorify ourselves. The phrase in the second verse “announce it with trumpets” literally translates that we do something ‘theatrically’ as a show. Do you understand the difference? We are not to be actors putting on a show; performing roles different from our true character. We are to be genuine - living by our God-created design. God created us to glorify and enjoy Him in doing His will. So Jesus tells us that we don’t do good works for all to admire us, but do good deeds that bring praise to the Father. The difference is in our motive for doing the good work; to glorify ourselves or glorify God.
For Jesus, why we do something is at least as important as doing it. Jesus wants us to do right things for the right reasons! Doing what is right for the right reasons fills us with joy and purpose in life. Even though we might do the right things, doing them for the wrong reasons robs us of the joy and satisfaction God desires for us. In Matthew chapter 5 (as we have heard for some weeks) Jesus teaches the right ‘way’ to live the Christian life – what to do. The list of behaviors from Ch. 5 that glorify God include; obeying God’s direction for life, forgiving others instead of judging them, valuing others instead of seeking to use them as objects for personal gratification, staying faithful in relationships and promises, and not returning evil for evil but offering love and mercy instead. In these actions we discover the rich, full, loving lifestyle Jesus wants us to experience. In chapter 6, Jesus teaches ‘why’ we live the Christian life – the motive for these behaviors. Jesus warns us not to corrupt our good deeds for God’s glory into self-glory by giving money for selfish reasons, saying empty prayers, ceremoniously fasting, or hording riches and possessions. Instead we give money for God’s reward, say meaningful prayers, fast effectively, and share riches and possessions as the Lord directs us. We will talk about each of these over the next few weeks. Today, in the first 4 verses in Chapter 6, Jesus instructs us on the right way to give. We don’t give for the short-term investment of fleeting fame and popularity. We give our money for the long-term investment in God the Father where our treasures compound eternally.
It is never wrong to encourage giving. Giving makes us more like God the Father and Jesus the Son. Not giving reveals a terrible immaturity that does not care about others’ needs. According to a 1998 survey among one of the richest communities in California, close to one-third of households earning more than $100,000 per year gave $1000 or less to charity. These people who have the most money with the least material needs gave less than 1 percent of their money to help others. That is sad for them as they don’t understand the joy of giving. Giving changes us from those who worry about our comforts into those who help alleviate the distress of others. Giving works as a wonderful tool to build up relationships, communities and the Kingdom of the Lord. Giving transforms us from selfish to selfless, from hoarders to helpers, and from greedy to generous individuals. Giving bonds us together in the family of Christ, recognizing that we need each other. Giving helps us realize that we can’t out-give our very generous God and thus opens our lives to receive more from Him.
So it is great to give, but Jesus wants us to give for the right reasons. We are not to ‘blow our trumpets’ when we give to draw attention to ourselves. The powerful people of Jesus’ time wanted everyone to know when they were going to give to the Temple. So they arranged for actual trumpeters to blow their horns when they appeared at the giving tables. They made a great show out of their giving. People don’t do that today, do we? Well, what about giving money to get our names listed on the program, in the newspaper, or on plaques inscribed to hang on a wall or to the object we contributed? Isn’t that blowing our trumpets today? Are we giving to help others or make a name for ourselves?

Fundraisers understand this vanity and pride motive. One university website I found proclaimed, “You could name a room, floor, conference room or an entire building. Attached was the ‘Donor Appreciation Reward Guidelines’; for your reference.” Then it listed the amount of money it would take to get your name on the room, floor or building. It seems for the right price these days, you can get anything named after you; freeways, bridges, parks, libraries, even stars. Don’t you find that annoying? It is appropriate to name a freeway for a police officer who lost his life doing his duty, but not to name something because someone bought it to get their name on a sign. It is all a show of false goodness for trumped up vanity. I appreciate people who clean up trash from freeways, but why must they get their name listed to help out? I discovered that most of the people or groups that have a sign on the freeway saying they cleaned that section actually end up hiring someone else to clean it for them. I appreciate those from COV who adopted streets, personally clean them and give the sign credit to COV!
Giving money for self-glory tarnishes that giving. We become more concerned with ourselves than those we are trying to help. Jesus makes many startling statements in the Sermon on the Mount to get us to think better. He tells us to not to let our left hand know what our right hand is doing. He makes us think by saying we should hide our giving from ourselves – meaning not trying to impress and reward ourselves. Why? Because the power of our pride empties our giving of meaning.
One pastor spoke about how helping a stranded motorist turned from a good thing into an empty experience. “I pulled off of the interstate on our way to church one wintry Sunday for a stranded motorist. The driver had his pregnant wife with him and a baby. It was cold outside, and they had no heat. After examining his car, I could tell that his alternator was bad. I jump-started his car and followed him to a nearby hotel. There I paid for his room and made sure he would be able to get the car fixed. Later, after church, I checked in on the family, who were doing just fine. They thought I was an “angel” from heaven because I helped them.
If I had heeded Jesus’ words, I would have kept this good deed secret, because He said, ‘When you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.’ But instead, I was so proud of myself that I told several people at church, my parents, and other friends. Oh! I made sure to not sound like I was bragging, because I was a ‘good’ Christian. When someone would ask me how my morning was, I would say, ‘Well, we were running late to church because there was a pregnant couple stranded along the road...’ Then I proceeded to tell them the whole ‘self-glorifying’ story, but making sure to inject praise to Jesus so that I wouldn’t appear too self-serving. At the time, I don’t think that I consciously realized that I was doing this, but as I examine my motives in retrospect, it is hard to deny the pride that had crept in my heart over this good deed.”
C. H. Spurgeon in Faith's Checkbook wrote, “Let us hide away our charity - yes, hide it even from ourselves. Give so often, and so much as a matter of course, that you no more take note that you have helped the poor than that you have eaten your regular meals. Do your alms without even whispering to yourself, "How generous I am!" Do not thus attempt to reward yourself. Leave the matter with God, who never fails to see, to record, and to reward. This is the bread, which eaten by stealth, is sweeter than the banquets of kings.”

Jesus wants us to do good works, but He wants us to do them in the right way for the right reasons so we can enjoy the right rewards. Self-gratifying acts quickly sour in our pride. The Lord promises us His reward for doing good works. What is the reward from God for doing good works privately? It is not a reward of money. A reward of money cannot equate to a priceless act of love. The reward in relationships in doing good things for others is the deepening affection of the relationship. When my wife makes our family a great meal when everyone comes home for a holiday, she does not want them to pay her for that meal. She wants them to appreciate her love for them. So when we help others, we hope to draw closer to them in friendship. And when we help others to serve the Lord, we look forward to experiencing the greater love and joy of the Father for what we are doing.

The Lord says that anytime we offer in His name cups of cold water to the thirsty, clothing to those needing clothes, or food to the hungry, we do those good things not only for Him but also to Him. He takes great joy in watching us give like He gives, and love like He loves. It is important for disciples of Jesus to know that our sacrifices of love are appreciated by the Father. We don’t do good just for good, but also to please our Heavenly Father because we love Him. We were created to glorify God and discover the reward of enjoying Him forever.

Did you know that the designer of the famous yellow smiley face received a mere $45 for his work? Harvey Ball, a Massachusetts commercial artist, created the simple yellow face in 1963 as a morale-boosting campaign for two firms that had recently merged into the State Mutual Life Assurance Companies of America. Because Ball never copyrighted his design, he received no proceeds when the cheery icon appeared countless times worldwide. In 1971 alone, 50 million smiley face buttons were sold. After Ball's death in April 2001, his son Charles said that his father was never bitter about the small amount of money he earned from the smiley face and never regretted foregoing a copyright. He considered his greatest achievement not his famous logo but the bronze star he received for heroism during the Battle of Okinawa.

God the Father rewards us in His thanks and with the thanks of those we have helped for eternity. When the Bible talks about storing up eternal rewards in heaven that means we build up eternal relationships. The more we do good deeds that help others, the more we become like Christ; and this leads us to a greater appreciation of Jesus and His kingdom forever. God designed us to live forever, not to merely get through this life. We were created to become like Christ, and the quicker we get on in doing that, the more joyful and meaningful our life becomes in this life and forever.
So let’s ask why Jesus teaches that getting a public reward now keep us from getting God’s reward later? The answer is that God created us to seek His reward, but this gets sidetracked by seeking rewards from others. A parent takes notice of a child and that is a child’s reward. “Watch me Dad!” the young child cries out over and over. Watch me climb this tree, draw this picture, dance, twirl, sing a song, read a book – “Watch me Mom!” As a child gets older they get into trouble when the motivation becomes seeking peer approval in defiance of what the parent said is right. Seeking the approval of God the Father results in our doing good deeds to help others. Seeking approval from others results in doing our good deeds to impress others or ourselves. There is a big difference, and we all know it – selfless vs. selfish motives. The reward of the applause of others is a reward ‘in full’ leaving no reward left for the Father to give. It is what you wanted and you got it. But the reward of God the Father is greater. I appreciate so many of you. I see you working quietly, without drawing attention to yourself, so that Jesus’ name may be shared and glorified through COV. On behalf of Jesus, I say “Thank you very much!”
We need to questions the motives to our behaviors. Are we seeking immediate reward from peers or the long-term reward of our Lord? Who do we want to impress? Who is the priority to our affection and honor? Where do you want to get rewarded from – others today or the Lord for eternity? We cannot have it both ways. The Father sees what is done in secret. The invisible God is impressed by invisible deeds. When we work behind the scenes to help others, that makes us more like God the Father, who does that all the time. We don’t give the Father enough praise for all He does secretly every day in holding our world together, protecting, guiding, blessing and providing for us.

Hebrews 11:6 “Without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.” Giving is a matter of faith. If you place your faith in this world and believe that rewards come in names on plaques or in bulletins, than enjoy that for the few weeks or years they last. Who knows, if you give a building, then if a greater donation is made, they may tear your building down and erect a larger one in someone else’s name. Those with faith in the Lord draw near to Him and discover His rich and eternal rewards. Not one good thing done for the glory of the Lord will ever be lost, destroyed, forgotten or removed. There is no greater investment than to invest in the Kingdom of God!
Jesus is more concerned with building up our eternal character than in our receiving temporary compliments. We are not looking to have a uniform full of external medals and ribbons as followers of Christ. We seek the internal Christ-like honor of growing in loving character more than external citations. We seek eternal rewards not temporary ones. We seek to bring glory to God, life to those around us, and joy for us in discovering the greater eternal purpose for which we were created. “Then your Father (in heaven), who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
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