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As we examined Matthew chapter 8, we witnessed Jesus demonstrate authority over all illness, evil and natural catastrophe. We began the chapter with Jesus healing a man with leprosy. The disease had separated this man from others so he lived as an outcaste. Jesus healed him physically, spiritually, socially and economically so he could live a full life with God and others. Then we watched Jesus heal from a distance with just His word the servant of a Roman Centurion who displayed remarkable faith in Jesus. Then Jesus healed every person who came to Him, no matter what illness they suffered from in their lives. The works of Jesus built up to greater and greater acts of His power. After healing hundreds, He calmed the winds and waves of a mega storm. We stood in awe with the disciples as Jesus brought peace to the chaos of a world out of balance with God. Now we will hear of how Jesus demonstrated His authority over extreme evil.

28When He arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met Him. They were so violent that no one could pass that way.

29“What do you want with us, Son of God?” they shouted. “Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?” 

30Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was feeding. 31The demons begged Jesus, “If you drive us out, send us into the herd of pigs.”
32He said to them, “Go!” So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water. 33Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town and reported all this, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 34Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they pleaded with Him to leave their region. 

I found at least 4 big surprises in this account of Jesus meeting these violent men. Each surprise shows us more about just who Jesus is to the disciples and to us.
The first surprise is that Jesus seems to goes out of His way to encounter these 2 men with their legion of demons. Jesus rarely went outside the Jewish territory. He had very few dealings with ‘gentiles’, which is what the Jewish people called those who were not Jews. Jesus focused His precious time and energy in ministry among the people who had been called by God to be His nation. It is amazing to think that God’s Son, when He visited our planet, walked a very small portion of it - less than the size of our 2nd smallest state Delaware. He kept his ministry basically within an 80 mile long by 25 mile wide corridor between Galilee and Jerusalem all His earthly life. A few times Jesus ventured outside this corridor. This was one of those times.
Jesus decided purposefully to cross over the Sea of Galilee to its eastern shore. The people populating that shore were not Jewish. They were ‘pagans’ in that they worshipped many other gods than the One True God, followed a more Greek style of life and had very little dealings with the Jews. Why would Jesus go over there? Maybe Jesus wanted to give His disciples and Himself a rest from the heavy demands of ministry. Maybe Jesus had heard of these men and went to help them, although the account tells us the two men went out to meet Jesus. We do know Jesus never did anything without thought and prayer. This was not a chance encounter. So we can say that Jesus went there directed by God the Father. Going there will demonstrate clearly to everyone valuable truths about Jesus.
A second surprise involves the demons controlling these two men. They recognized Jesus better than the people of the region or even the disciples. Why would they see Jesus so clearly? I stated a few weeks ago that Jesus dealt directly with evil. We don’t like to recognize the presence of evil among us, so we try to explain away evil and give it other names. Yet, evil influences our lives and communities greatly. As I said, the breakdown of families and communities, the attacks of terror and bitter warfare in our world, and the strangle hold of addictions and unhealthy desires upon our culture show clearly the influence and existence of evil among us. We still don’t want to recognize the spiritual warfare that surrounds us. Satan is real and so are his demons. I believe Jesus went to the other side of the lake to make this point and overcome these demons. Jesus came into our world to fight for us in this spiritual battle. He came to win the victory over evil, suffering and death. He went to free these two men from these evil spirits.
The evil spirits have no doubt about the existence of Jesus. They shouted with literal screams at Him. Just before this, the disciples had a hard time seeing Jesus as more than a man. They questioned, “Who is this man that even the winds and the waves obey Him?” The demons see Jesus clearly. They called Him the “Son of God.” Very, very few others call Jesus the “Son of God” when they meet Him. The evil spirits did not have the blinders that humans have. Again, we have a hard time seeing the spiritual side of our lives and our world. The demons did not call Jesus the Son of God in worship; but they could not help to recognize Jesus in His full character and authority.
As they acknowledged Jesus, the demons also recognized their doom. They understood that Jesus brought judgment upon them, but saw it arriving before the time they expected. Wherever you find the King of kings, you also find the kingdom of God. Where God dwells, evil cannot coexist. God wins over evil every time. For humans, we gratefully thank God for His mercy in forgiving our wrongs instead of condemning us. For evil spirits, they know their doom is sure.
Judgment comes with the King! Wherever Jesus appears, we find God’s mission and judgment. The demons did not expect Jesus to show up there yet. They cried out, “Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?” His arrival surprised them. When did they expect Jesus? Certainly we could say they expected Jesus to judge them in the end times on the Last Day. Some theorize the time of the power of Jesus was not expected until after Jesus’ death and resurrection when the Apostles took the Gospel beyond Israel. Whenever the time the demons thought Jesus would come to judge them, He was there then and they panicked.

Some may think we have time to do what we want before we have to deal with Jesus. This encounter reveals that is not true. Whenever the King shows up before us, we have to deal with Him. When we hear Jesus’ words of truth, at that moment we decide to accept them and believe or deny them and be condemned. You have all heard John 3:16, but have you listened to what Jesus said right after that? John 3:16-18, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because He has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” Judgment comes upon us by our own choice not to believe in Jesus. What choices have you already made about Jesus? What choices are you making now? The time is now for following Jesus, not next year, not when you are about to die? You may not get this opportunity again. Today as you hear Jesus offering His help to you is the day to start believing in Jesus.
Notice that Jesus did not answer to the demons. Jesus did not argue with them either. He did not return evil for evil. He lived out the truth in love toward the men. When it came to the demons, their end was certain. Jesus said one word of command and the men were freed from the demons – “Go!” He did not need to shout it, just say it and He brought peace. Just as Jesus calmed the waters and wind with a word “Silence!”, Jesus calmed these men with a word. The demons left them and the men returned to sanity and peace; physically and spiritually. Jesus restored them to true humanity in relationship with God and each other. Wow!
Then came the 3rd surprise of this account. Jesus allowed the demons to go into a herd of pigs. This was very destructive and costly. The entire herd ran over a cliff and drowned in the lake. What a messy site! And pity the poor pigs! And think of how the man or men who owned that herd felt because this was their livelihood. They made a living off those pigs and then they were dead. Why did Jesus allow the demons to enter the pigs? Why would he allow something so destructive and cruel? Some have written that pigs are considered unclean animals to the Jews. Some of you really like pigs and don’t understand why they would be considered unclean. You would be horrified if you were there to watch all these little piggies go to their deaths (Even though you don’t mind eating bacon). I hope you realize that God never does anything without good reason. He told the Jewish people not to eat meat from animals like pigs because in that day they contained many diseases that were unclean and unhealthy to people. Did this make it OK for Jesus to allow this destruction? Some have used this to say that Jesus did not care about pigs, so He let the demons go into them. Well, that does not make a convincing argument to me. Does it to you? There was a much more compelling reason for Jesus to allow the demons to enter the pigs which I will get to in a moment. 
The final surprise to me from this narrative is that the town’s people were more concerned about the pigs than about the 2 healed men. They were more concerned about the loss of their economic livelihood than the removal of the dangerous threat from the 2 men. They asked Jesus to leave instead of thanking Him for healing the men.
Maybe another surprise to you is that Jesus did leave peacefully. He came to free the men, then left as soon as the villagers asked Him to leave. Jesus would not force Himself on anyone even though He so strongly demonstrated His overwhelming power. Yet He did not leave without making a dramatic impact on that community. Some saw it as bad, but others realized it as a great good. Jesus left behind a powerful testimony in the 2 men sitting peacefully where they used to be acting so destructively. The Word does not go out without making a difference. (Isaiah 55:11) See also Mark’s account of this in Mark 5. One of these men went back to his community as a great testimony of Jesus power and love and many rejoice with him.
Now that we investigated the surprises of this encounter, let us examine 4 great truths we discover here for us.

Truth 1, this encounter clearly reveals evil’s intentions as extremely destructive and deadly. This is why Jesus allowed the demons to enter the pigs. This plainly shows the intention of evil and the end result of evil. Evil only wants to destroy what God created as good. Evil only wants people to be hopeless, afraid and join in their destructiveness. Evil only wants humans to be enslaved and to perish for evil’s twisted enjoyment. Jesus allowed the demons to go into the pigs because He knew what would happen, and thus all saw evil’s destructive and deadly consequences. Maybe this will wake some people up to the spiritual battle we face. Maybe this will get us serious about the war raging around us. How much mayhem and carnage needs to result in the lives of our neighbors before we get involved? How many families and children need to be harmed? Evil is real and it is destructive. Most of the time God holds evil in check for our sake to protect us. Every once in a while, God allows some greater evil, such as the Holocaust or other genocides, to show us what happens when evil goes unrestrained. Evil only wants destruction and death.
Understanding that truth leads us to truth 2: Jesus is greater than any evil powers we face. When He shows up, the demons tremble and go down in defeat. When He shows up 2 humans find freedom from evil oppression. Jesus in this encounter demonstrated the error of the philosophy of ‘Dualism.’ Dualism believes that there are 2 equal and opposite powers – the good force and the bad force (kind of a Star Wars’ philosophy). They fight each other and who knows who will win? That is not true with Jesus and evil. Jesus is the Son of God while Satan and his demons are mere creatures subject to Jesus’ authority. As I said before, when the King of kings shows up, evil cannot exist before Him. Where does the darkness go when you turn on a light switch at night? Darkness vanishes in the presence of the light. So too, evil vanishes in the presence of Jesus the Son of God. Jesus says one word, and evil’s doom is sure. Martin Luther in “A Might Fortress is Our God” wrote; “And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us: The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, One little word shall fell him.”
Jesus demonstrated His greater power over evil so that He can set people free from it. Jesus’ greater concern was for the 2 men to find peace out of their chaos. If His going to this region was just for them, it was worth it! Jesus’ works still today to bring peace out of chaos by removing the evil influences from our lives. When we live centered in Jesus, no evil forces can live within us. We have one Lord who removes the power of the evil one replacing it with His power – His Holy Spirit.

That in turn leads us to truth 3: Our faith grows strong when we view Jesus with His eternal authority revealed. We think too much of Jesus as our ‘friend’ and good buddy. We look still too much at Jesus as being just human without seeing His divinity. We need to look at Him more as our Lord and Savior! He is the Son of God with us. We need to see and receive His power for us. He frees the 2 men to follow Him and no longer follow evil. Once freed, they won’t go back to evil. A greater power now rules their lives.
In coming to Jesus we do 2 things: (Acts 2:38) repent and be baptized. Repent means to turn away from our hopeless and helpless lives without Jesus and trust in Him. To be baptized means to celebrate outwardly (publically) what Jesus does within us and enter into God’s forever family. When we do those 2 things, then Jesus does 2 things in us: forgives all of our sins and fills us with the Holy Spirit. We are new people in Christ; cleansed by His blood, centered on Him and empowered by His Holy Spirit. Now we learn to walk with and by the Holy Spirit! There is far greater power available to us in Jesus than we actually realize. Are you willing to tap into this great power source? Are you willing to let Jesus remove the traces of evil from your life? He can do that in your life.
So we have a choice and that is truth 4: Let us not choose the god of ‘profit’ but choose the Son of God. Let us not be like the Gadarene people who asked Jesus to leave because they lost some pigs. There is a cost to following Jesus, but it is always a temporary loss. What do we lose by following Jesus? We may not make all the money of those who sell their soul for the ‘almighty dollar.’ We may lose some old friends or be rejected by family members who don’t understand our following Jesus. We may not achieve as much fame because we won’t compromise our integrity. We may not gain as much success because we won’t place a higher value on success over our relationships with God and our loved ones. We may miss out on jobs and promotions because we won’t sell our soul to the company and the bottom line of profit. But what do we gain? Everything that is good and eternal – the peace and abundant life of God. Jesus said it this way Mark 9:25, “What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?”
Two men sat in calm and peace now that they know Jesus. Before Jesus, evil dominated their lives leading to destructive and violent behaviors. Then Jesus freed them from their evils. What about you? Have you discovered the true Son of God who came to heal and free you? Have you chosen to believe in Jesus for greater abundant and eternal life? Will you seek to follow Him each day in the greater power of His Holy Spirit?
