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Here at COV we experience together the ups and downs of life regularly. With over 600 members we care for many who face difficulties while at the same time we share celebrations with others. Someone loses a job while another gets a job. One student drops out of school while another graduates. Someone experiences moral failure while another experiences moral victory. A marriage breaks down while another marriage begins or is restored. Together we witness the depths and heights of our roller coaster human lives. In the last few months, quite a few among us have dealt with or are dealing with cancer. Just to say the word cancer brings chills to our bodies. This devastating illness creates a lot of suffering to the one with the cancer and to those who love that one. We have also recently had more deaths than usual. We don’t recover from the loss of a loved one quickly. Grief is a long process of recovery that cannot be hurried. God did not create us to handle death.
In the midst of these difficult times, we get sad and can lose our hope. We often tend to struggle to maintain our faith in the Lord during long-suffering or when grieving. Have you been struggling with something for years that you pray will be healed, cleansed, restored or successful? Do you have a long-term or even mortal illness, a long standing battle with temptation, a continuing relationship conflict, a persistent nagging doubt, a constant thorn in your side, or a devastating loss of a loved one? If so, I pray these two encounters with Jesus that we examine today will encourage you to take your suffering to Jesus for healing.
18While He was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before Him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19Jesus got up and went with Him, and so did His disciples. 

20Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind Him and touched the edge of His cloak. 21She said to herself, “If I only touch His cloak, I will be healed.” 22Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, daughter,” He said, “your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed from that moment. 

23When Jesus entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 24He said, “Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at Him. 25After the crowd had been put outside, He went in and took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26News of this spread through all that region.
Here we find two astounding accounts of faith in Jesus. First, a man whose daughter has just died comes to ask Jesus to resurrect her. Second, a woman who has suffered bleeding for 12 years touches Jesus’ cloak to be healed.
The man’s name is Jairus, a synagogue official, as Mark tells us in his account of this encounter (Mark 5). Jairus found Jesus and begged Him to hurry to his house and heal his daughter who was near death. While they travel to his home, word comes to Jairus that his daughter has died. Matthew shortens his comments to that point in the narrative. I love that Jesus follows Jairus in this instance. Usually Jesus calls people to follow Him. Here, because of Jairus’ faith, Jesus follows Jairus. Jesus will go to bring his daughter back to life.
In the crowd following Jesus on the way to Jairus’ daughter, a woman reaches out to touch Jesus’ robe, hoping that would be enough to heal her. Who was this woman? We don’t know her name, but we do know her faith also amazed Jesus. For 12 years she experienced a hemorrhage of her blood. Think of all the trips to health practitioners who took her money, but gave her no relief; 12 years of failure. Think of all the strange treatments and diets they would have prescribed. Think of her hopes dashed with each successive relapse. The bleeding grew worse, not better; sapping her strength and resources. But she would not give up. She did not lack faith in spite of her continual pain.
How many times had others told her she did not pray enough or trust God enough? How many told her God must be punishing her because she suffered so long? How many told her God no longer cared about her; that she was a hopeless case, discarded and forgotten by God? Yet, despite all these doubters, she still believed.

She reaches out to touch Jesus’ cloak. Jesus senses her touch and her faith. He stops the urgent procession to Jairus’ home. He focuses on this one face in the crowd because of her faith. He affirms her trust in Him to heal her. Jesus wants her to understand that it was not a magical touch of His garment that healed her; it was her faith in Him. She is healed in that moment when her faith meets Jesus.

Faith opens our lives to Jesus especially in greatly difficult times! Jesus follows the faithful man to help him and that leads to the raising of his dead daughter. Jesus credits the woman’s faith for her healing. Dale Bruner wrote, “(Jesus) gives the credit to her faith because he wants her to know that in her faith in Jesus she has perpetually within herself the connecting link to him; in faith she has Jesus’ “number.” Faith is a portable Jesus receiver. Jesus is present wherever there is faith in him.” (The Christbook, pg. 345)
Jesus shows us that He desires to find people of faith. Faith opens our lives to Jesus. Jesus stopped because of this woman’s faith. He wanted to know this amazing, faithful child of God. He must affirm of her faith. Jesus continues on to Jairus’ daughter because of Jairus’ faith. Jairus could have given up and felt there was nothing more Jesus could do. Instead he asked Jesus to do what seemed impossible. When dammed up water finds an opening, it rushes through it. When Jesus finds faith, He pours His amazing power and love into our lives. In these encounters, Jesus signals to His followers that He affirms any action we take in faith. He values our courage to live in trust in Him every day.
When Jesus arrives at Jairus’ home, He finds a crowd of mourners around the dead girl’s house. The flute players and mourners came to fulfill a custom of mourning. Some of them have been hired as professional funeral musicians and mourners. They only see death. To the people she was dead, deceased, finished, expired, bereft of life, gone forever! Death to humans seems ultimately final. We struggle to hope that life can extend beyond death. When Jesus tells them the girl is not dead, but asleep, these people laugh at Him. He removes all without faith from the dead girl’s house, so that only faith remains in the parents and disciples. Jesus rewards the faithful.
The girl is not dead to Jesus, but asleep. How does God view death? When we want to know how God thinks about anything, we listen to Jesus. Jesus emphasized the girl was not dead but sleeping. When God, the Author of life, Creator of all things, and the Source of all life meets a young girl just dead, He sees sleep. Death does not have the final say. Jesus does. He is life over death. In fact, when we view all our lives and deaths, and all the lives and deaths of all the people who have ever lived, live now or will ever live, in God’s perspective and power, death is not ultimate, but a time of sleep. Do we believe that? Do we have that perspective? I know many people who think God is powerless over death. How hopeless. I feel sorry for them. They have not examined the facts about when Jesus confronted death. In every instance when Jesus faced death, Jesus wins and resurrects those people from death to life. Matthew informs us Jesus takes the little girl’s hand. Mark relates how Jesus tells the little girl to get up. With His touch, by His word and with their faith, she wakes up and gets up from bed. She rises from death just like she would rise from a good night’s sleep. All are amazed at this miracle of life and Jesus’ victory over death.
We have two 2 alternatives when faced with great suffering, difficulties and death. We can give up or we can hold on in faith. The woman who suffered for 12 years held on in faith until she met Jesus who healed her. The father held on in faith even when he heard the news of his daughter’s death until Jesus raised her to life again. These two give us great models for faith in difficult times.
We don’t live out and practice an instant faith in Jesus. Much of what we believe to be true, we wait in faith to experience. Our significant prayers are long-term prayers. We pray for the health of loved ones fighting significant and life threatening diseases. We lift up to Jesus the long-standing conflict in our relationships and families. We ask for help in overcoming habitual, destructive behaviors. When I pray for my children, I pray mostly long-term prayers that won’t be fulfilled quickly. Since they were infants I have prayed first and foremost of their knowing Jesus as their Lord and Savior; then also for them to grow to maturity in Christ, to meet caring, Christ-filled spouses, to find good fellowship in Christ, to get fulfilling professions and jobs, and to have godly grandchildren. For 27 years I have prayed all of this for them. Jesus answered many of these prayers, but they took years. I continue praying for the rest. Now that my son and daughter-in-law are expecting a child, I have begun already to pray these same prayers for my new grandson, even while he is in the womb. We pray eternal prayers, not temporary prayers. We pray for the deeper life that comes long-term: our eternal life, the resurrection of loved ones, the end to suffering, disease, evil, wrong and death, and the coming of God’s wonderful kingdom of peace, love, truth, joyous and right living.
We live out a long-distance faith in Jesus, not a sprinter’s faith. We train our hearts and minds to trust the Lord not just for this week, but for next year, next decades and for life beyond the present difficulty, suffering and death. The best models of faith shine, like these 2 wonderful people; the women who bled for 12 years until meeting Jesus, and the father who prayed for life even when his daughter had died. Jesus asks us to take a long-term, eternal view of our lives. He asks us to see our lives from His perspective, not ours. We face difficulty and suffering in this life that we think will overwhelm and defeat us. Jesus asks us to understand that the difficulties and suffering we face in this life make us stronger. They prepare us to fully experience His abundant and eternal life. We can face death and lose hope. Jesus asks us instead to walk through the valley of death with Him to eternal life.
Another funeral Jesus attended was of his good friend Lazarus as recorded in John 11. To make sure that everyone got the point of His power over death, Jesus waited to go to Lazarus’ funeral until after he had been dead in a cold, dark tomb for four days. Lazarus’ sister Martha gladly welcomed Jesus to the funeral, but also quietly expressed her disappointment in Him. She told Jesus that if He had been there earlier, Lazarus would not have died. Jesus told her this in return (John 11:25-26), "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?" Martha wanted to believe, but when Jesus went to the tomb and called out to Lazarus, she remarked that Lazarus will not smell well after four days of death. As much as Martha wanted to believe in Jesus, death seemed the greater power. Four days of death did not matter to Jesus, nor do four years, forty years or four hundred years. Jesus called to Lazarus and he walked out of the tomb alive after four days of death. Jesus’ question to Martha is the same question He asks of us today - Will we believe in Jesus’ power over death?
We must learn to live everyday and especially in difficult times by trusting in the promises of Jesus. That means we must learn to look at our situations and lives from His perspective.  Here are 2 promises from many hundreds that we find in the Bible. I encourage you to remember these and hold on to them when you face great difficulty. They specifically tell us of Jesus’ greater power over anything we face in this world. Jesus said (John 10:27-28), “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand.” Underline “no one.” No one is greater or stronger than Jesus; not evil, not disease, not cancer, not temptation, not even death! We have eternal life when we follow Jesus.
Romans 8:38-39 echoes this promise from the Lord, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Look at that list of all the powers of this world and beyond. No power is greater than Jesus. He overcomes them all for us. We can never be separated from Jesus if we follow Him. 
Are you feeling discouraged, sad, overwhelmed, frustrated, anxious, worried, doubtful, depressed, failed, hopeless, or any such feelings? It is time to give those feelings to Jesus. It is time to learn to have a long-term faith, a trouble-conquering trust in our Savior. We need to learn to hold on tight to the promises of Jesus. When you feel such negative thoughts and emotions, recall the promises of Jesus. He gave them to us so that we can remain faithful until that day when we see our sufferings cease and our bodies resurrected. Nothing can separate us from God’s love. No one can snatch us from Jesus’ hand! Amen.
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