Faith’s New Vision and New Voice
Matthew 9:27-34
December 11, 2011

Pastor Mike Clark
Apple Valley, CA

What would you like to see? If you could choose any moment in history to personally witness, what moment would that be? Would you like to witness the first steps of Neil Armstrong on the moon? Would you like to watch Orville and Wilbur Wright fly for the first time at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina? Would you like to witness Martin Luther proclaim “Here I stand, I can do no other.”? Would you like to stand with Newton while he watched an apple fall from a tree? Would you like to watch Beethoven conduct his 9th symphony for the first time? What would you like to see? Maybe you would like to see the most important moments in human history? – the creation of the world, the birth of Jesus, Jesus on the cross, the moment of Jesus’ resurrection, or maybe you long to see the new kingdom of God? What would you like to see?
Can you imagine if you could not see at all, if you were blind from birth? You have never seen a brilliant sunset or sunrise, a glorious field of spring flowers, the mighty peaks of the Sierra Nevada’s, or a 4th of July fireworks display. You have never seen the face of your parents, spouse, or child. You have never seen anything. Then one day you could see. One day you met Jesus and He showed you His face and all your life changed.
27As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed Him, calling out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 28When He had gone indoors, the blind men came to Him, and He asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. 29Then He touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be done to you”; 30and their sight was restored. Jesus warned them sternly, “See that no one knows about this.” 31But they went out and spread the news about Him all over that region. 

32While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 33And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.” 34But the Pharisees said, “It is by the prince of demons that He drives out demons.”

In our study of Matthew’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus demonstrate clearly He is God among us. He heals every disease, calms storms, caste out demons, and raises people back to life. Yet in each case, Jesus does these miracles not for show but with compassion for each individual involved. Jesus came into our world not to be a magical miracle maker but a personal Savior. We witness that again today in this passage of Matthew 9 as Jesus heals two blind men and a man who could not speak. Jesus leads the two blind men indoors away from the crowds. He speaks to them and affirms their faith before giving them sight. Jesus quickly castes out the mute man’s evil spirit and the man speaks for the first time. Matthew shares very few details about these miracles, but they make their point about Jesus being the Son of God. All are amazed at what He does to heal people.
After so many miracles, I think it significant that these last two have to do with seeing and speaking. These three men represent all those who have been healed by Jesus, and also represent us. Blindness comes in many ways, not just a physical impairment to see with our eyes. We are blind in other ways and need Jesus to give us His vision to see correctly in our situations. We gain new vision when we follow Jesus by faith. Wherever we have been touched by the healing hand of Jesus, we need to speak up. We gain a new voice when we know Jesus as our personal Lord. So instead of speaking more about these men who Jesus healed, I want to talk with you about our new vision and voice in faith in Jesus.

Where are we blind? Where do we need God’s vision? I can think of many ways I have been blind to the truth in the past, and still suffer some impairment to my vision today. How about you? Where have you been blind? Where do you still have a problem seeing clearly?
We are often blind in the way we look at ourselves and others. Pride mars our vision to see others correctly. When we think better of ourselves than we should, we look down on others. We fail to see them as valuable people. We label, reject, disdain and belittle them. Inferiority also mars our vision to see others correctly. When we think less of ourselves than we should, we look up at others while we look down on ourselves. We demean ourselves and think we have little to offer. We think we are worthless and hopeless. When we look at ourselves and others with pride or inferiority, we need a healthy humbleness that sees ourselves with a healthy vision just as Jesus sees us. 
Max Lucado wrote, “God calls us to change the way we look at people. Not to see them as Gentiles or Jews, insiders or outsiders, liberals or conservatives. Not to label. To label is to libel. ‘We have stopped evaluating others by what the world thinks about them’ (2 Cor. 5:16 NLT). Let’s view people differently; let’s view them as we do ourselves. Blemished, perhaps. Unfinished, for certain. Yet, once rescued and restored, we may shed light, like the two stained-glass windows in my office. My brother found them on a junkyard heap. Some church had discarded them. Dee, a handy carpenter, reclaimed them. He repainted the chipped wood, repaired the worn frame. He sealed some of the cracks in the colored glass. The windows aren’t perfect. But if suspended where the sun can pass through, they cascade multicolored light into the room. In our lifetimes, you and I are going to come across some discarded people. Tossed out. Sometimes tossed out by a church. And we get to choose. Neglect or rescue? Label them or love them? We know Jesus’ choice. Just look at what he did with us.” (OUTLIVE YOUR LIFE Lucado, Max (2011-11-22). THE LUCADO INSPIRATIONAL READER: Hope and Encouragement for Your Everyday Life (p. 50). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition.)

We need to look at others and ourselves the way Jesus looks. We need Him to correct our vision. We too often remain blind to the amazing power Jesus offers us in forgiving and being forgiven. We need new vision to see how we hurt others with thoughtless or cruel words and actions. We need to see how we can help others by forgiving them just as we have been forgiven by Jesus. We need to see as Jesus does the power of forgiveness to open the way for reconciliation with others.
We need to see we are not alone. We blindly think in our loneliness we have no friends. We need to see that in Jesus we are never alone, as He comes alongside us. We are never alone as we discover a church family of brothers and sisters in Christ. We need a new vision about the church as more than a place of worship, but also a place of care and encouragement for each other.
Blindness comes to us in our indecision about important directions to take in life. We wonder which way to turn because we can’t see where each direction will end. Are you feeling blind as you seek to make an important decision? Do you feel like you are in a maze? Here is another Max Lucado illustration about finding God’s vision when we need to find our direction in life:

“On a trip to the United Kingdom, our family visited a castle. In the center of the garden sat a maze. Row after row of shoulder-high hedges, leading to one dead end after another. Successfully navigate the labyrinth, and discover the door to a tall tower in the center of the garden. Were you to look at our family pictures of the trip, you’d see four of our five family members standing on the top of the tower. Hmmm, someone is still on the ground. Guess who? I was stuck in the foliage. I just couldn’t figure out which way to go. Ah, but then I heard a voice from above. “Hey, Dad.” I looked up to see Sara, peering through the turret at the top. “You’re going the wrong way,” she explained. “Back up and turn right.” Do you think I trusted her? I didn’t have to. I could have trusted my own instincts, consulted other confused tourists, sat and pouted and wondered why God would let this happen to me. But do you know what I did? I listened. Her vantage point was better than mine. She was above the maze. She could see what I couldn’t. Don’t you think we should do the same with God? “God is . . . higher than the heavens” (Job 22:12 TLB). “The LORD is high above all nations” (Ps. 113:4 NASB). Can he not see what eludes us? Doesn’t he want to get us out and bring us home? Then we should do what Jesus did. Rely on Scripture. Doubt your doubts before you doubt your beliefs. Jesus told Satan, “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4 NASB). The verb proceeds is literally “pouring out.” Its tense suggests that God is constantly and aggressively communicating with the world through his Word. God is speaking still!” (Lucado, Max, NEXT DOOR SAVIOR THE LUCADO INSPIRATIONAL READER: Hope and Encouragement for Your Everyday Life (pp. 1-2). Thomas Nelson. Kindle Edition.)

When we seek to make right decisions for our lives, we can trust Jesus to show us the correct way. He has the higher perspective we need in our lives. He gives us a new vision. That is why here at Church of the Valley, we follow the Bible as God’s Word to lead us. It provides the Lord’s perspective on our lives and in our church. It gives us the healthy and successful vision of life with God and each other. We have learned to doubt our doubts and obey God’s Word to discover His greater way of life for all. Even when we don’t understand it well, when we don’t see it clearly, we have learned to follow God’s Word anyway. God’s vision is better than our vision.
When we see only the suffering and grief around us, we long for healing. We need a new vision of faith in the Great Healer that overcomes our suffering and ailments. When we sense blinding darkness around us, we fight depression, doubts, discouragement and despair. We long for the light of a new day and the dawn of hope in our lives. Jesus restores our vision. Jesus brings new hope to our lives. That is the gift of Christ to us at Christmas. The Prophet Isaiah (9:2) wrote, “The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” We have a new light to see clearly. No more darkness, no more shadows. The Light of the world has dawned among us. Jesus gives us new vision where we have been blind.
Once we gain new vision in Jesus, we also have a new voice. We become living witnesses to what Jesus has done for us. We are like the man, unable to speak because he was controlled by the evil spirit, but now speaking because Jesus set him free. We have been set free by Jesus in so many ways. How were you mute because of some affliction or evil, but now can speak of Jesus’ amazing work in our lives? What is your story? What did Christ do for you that you can, indeed must, speak up about? We cannot help but share our joy in the saving work of Jesus in our lives. Others need to hear about your story so they can be amazed and meet Jesus too! Think of all the ways we have been set free in Jesus:
· In the healing forgiveness and restoration we have received in Jesus.

· In Jesus’ helping us to overcome temptations and addictions.
· In broken relationships restored.
· In renewed strength to do what is right and healthy.

· In finding a joyful purpose in life to serve God and others.
When Jesus opens our eyes, heals our lives, and changes us so we can experience His wonderful life, we cannot remain silent. Jesus gives us a new voice to share our hope with those around us. 1 Peter 3:15, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,” Like the men who were blind and now see, and the man who was deaf but can now speak, many will be amazed by the things Jesus has done with us. Let us use our new voice to share the great news of how Jesus changed our lives. Then they too can gain new vision and voice by meeting Jesus the Savior. But let me close by asking 2 questions: Where do you need new vision and where do you need a new voice?
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