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Receiving the Gift of Christmas
December 24 & 25, 2011
Pastor Mike Clark

It only makes sense that you have to receive a gift and use it for it to be valuable. It does not matter how costly the gift is when given, you have to receive it and put it to use to appreciate that gift and enjoy its benefits. When my children were young, I coached many of their teams. Often the parents of my teams would gather money and give me a gift – usually a gift certificate of some kind. One year they gave me a gift certificate for a nice dinner for both my wife Sue and myself at a local restaurant. Some months later, we decided to use that certificate. We drove down to the restaurant and discovered it out of business. The certificate was useless to us, even though it cost the parents a good bit of money. After that incident, we always make sure we use our gift certificates right away.

Receiving a gift means bringing it home and making use of its value. God sent His best and the greatest Christmas gift into our world. He sent His only Son to us with so many great benefits for all, the greatest being eternal life with God. Yet many do not receive this incredible gift. For those who do receive Him, the value is beyond measure.
John 1:1-5 describes God’s great Christmas gift. 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 3All things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into being. 2He was in the beginning with God. 4In Him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/7" 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
God’s Christmas gift is the gift of life. Jesus brings life. John tells us that all things were made through Him. Without Him not one thing came into being. When God created the world, the Father planned it and the Son carried it out. If you want to think in construction terms, God the Father was the Architect and God the Son was the Contractor for all creation. When Jesus came to our world and walked among us, He demonstrated that He was life. He gave life to many, many people, healing whoever came near Him in illness and directly resurrecting 3 people; a young woman, a young boy and His good friend Lazarus who had been dead in a cold tomb for 4 days. Whenever Jesus went to a funeral, a resurrection party broke out. Jesus came back to life after a terrible crucifixion and 3 days in a tomb. Death can’t keep Jesus down. After His resurrection, all who believe in Him are resurrected too, for the last 2000 years through today and on into tomorrow.
You have to receive and use a gift to get its value, especially the gift of life. A huge storm struck the Pacific Northwest wrecking havoc with over a million people losing power. One family, who lost power, lived further out in the country. They had a generator, because out where they lived, they often lost power. They kept that generator going all week, because the power was not coming back on. One of the family members became uneasy about the generator being on all the time, day and night; so she went out and bought 4 updated smoke detectors that could detect carbon monoxide. Even though the rest of the family thought she was being over concerned, they decided to put them up. A few nights later they all went off. The generator had malfunctioned and deadly gases were coming into the house while they slept. If they had not put up those detectors, fire officials told them they would probably be dead. Instead, they praised God that they said “yes” to this daughter’s gift of carbon monoxide detectors so that they are still alive.

Jesus is God’s gift of life to us. I hope you are praising God because you said “yes” to His gift of Jesus. John 3:16, probably the most famous Bible verse, tells us, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” In John 10:10, Jesus said, “The thief's purpose is to steal and kill and destroy. My purpose is to give life in all its fullness.” And in John 11:25, Jesus told (Martha), “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in Me, even though they die like everyone else, will live again.” Without Jesus we perish in the chaos and destruction of this world. Receive this gift! If you want life, receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord.
God’s Christmas gift is also the gift of light. Jesus brings light. John tells us that Jesus came not only to shine in our dark world, but to overcome the darkness in this world. This world lives in darkness without God. When we try to make decisions without God, it is like trying to follow a path through a dark forest on a moonless night without any flashlights. The Son brings the light of God back into our lives. In John 8:12, Jesus said to the people, “I am the light of the world. If you follow Me, you won't be stumbling through the darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.” In John 12:46, He said, “I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in Me will no longer remain in the darkness.” We don’t need to stumble about, tripping and falling in the dark because we don’t know where we are going. Jesus came to lead us by His light that leads to joyous life. We can make decisions as to what is right and where to go with our lives in His light. We can follow Him and walk in the light.
In John 1:14-18, John continues to describe more of the riches of God’s Christmas Gift.
 HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/16" 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/17" 

 HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/18" 16From His fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/19" 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/20" 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made Him known.

God’s Christmas gift is also the gift of glory. Jesus brings God’s glory. Jesus’ amazing teaching and miracles all proclaim the glory of God. Jesus’ actions astounded people. These actions reveal the glorious, almighty God. He went to a wedding in the town of Cana near Nazareth where He turned the water that filled 5 huge stone urns into delicious wine so the wedding celebration could continue. Everyone was amazed. John 2:11 notes, “This miraculous sign at Cana in Galilee was Jesus' first display of His glory. And His disciples believed in Him.” Jesus walked on water, calmed a storm of high wind and waves, fed thousands of people from a few loaves of bread, brought peace of mind to those who were insane, cast out demons from the afflicted, healed all who came to Him with any illness, and kept thousands spell bound through the wisdom and power of His teaching about life in relationship to God and each other. Near the end of His life on earth, Jesus gave this prayer to His Father for all the disciples to hear, John 17:4, “I brought glory to You here on earth by doing everything You told me to do.” Everything Jesus did displayed the glory – the wonder, majesty and power – of God with us.
God’s Christmas gift is the gift of truth. Jesus brings truth. He brings real wisdom with the authority of God for purposeful life. John 8:31-32, Jesus said to the people who believed in Him, “You are truly My disciples if you keep obeying My teachings. And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” When speaking to Pontius Pilate, Jesus said to him in John 18:37, “You say that I am a king, and you are right, I was born for that purpose. And I came to bring truth to the world.  All who love the truth recognize that what I say is true.”

Truth always shines clearly through all the lies, deceits, deceptions, cover ups and false fronts. Have you noticed how the truth always comes out in the end? So many try to deceive us today with wrong teachings and instructions about life. Their teaching will only end in wasteful use of our time and resources at best and harmful consequences at worst. Jesus’ truth stands the test of time. Jesus’ truth sets us free. We can follow Jesus’ teachings and obey them, because Jesus’ truth leads us to greater life.
God’s Christmas gift is the gift of grace. Jesus brings grace. Grace is God’s love to us, not His wrath. Most people of the world think that God is always angry at us, wants us to crawl and grovel at His feet, could care less about our pitiful, little lives, and that God would like any excuse to throw lightning bolts down to kill us. Yet Jesus shows us the real God of forgiveness. He reveals the loving God who takes our place on the cross, removing the penalty of wrong away from us, cleansing us from sins, freeing us from past wrongs and failures, setting us free for powerful, purposeful life. Donald Barnhouse said, “Love that goes upward is worship; love that goes outward is affection; love that stoops is grace.” (Romans, Man’s Ruin. Vol. 1) There are many things we don’t know about God and life. But there is one thing we do know clearly. God loves us. He sent His only Son into our world to live for us, die for us, and raise us back up again to eternal life. Christmas forever demonstrates Jesus is God’s gift of loving grace to us. 
God’s Christmas gift is Jesus; the gift of life, light, glory, truth and grace for all humanity. Yet, here is a strange thing. When God’s gift – His Only Son - came into our world, many would not receive Him, although He came directly from God. Listen to John 1:9-13 (NLT)  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/8" 

 HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/11" 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/12" 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through Him; yet the world did not know Him.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/13" 11He came to what was His own, and His own people did not accept Him.  HYPERLINK "qvb://0/anchor/14" 12But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
I am saddened that so many do not know to receive God’s great gift of Jesus. It only makes sense that you have to receive a gift and use it for it to be valuable. Many people never redeem gift cards. According to the Consumer Reports National Research Center, one out of every five gift-card recipients never use their cards, representing about $972 million in unredeemed cards. For instance, Best Buy Co. reported a $43 million gain in fiscal 2006 from cards that hadn't been used in two or more years. The top reasons for not using gift cards include: haven't had time = 50 percent; haven't found anything I wanted = 37 percent; lost the card = 14 percent and card expired = 12 percent. (Jae Yang and Adrienne Lewis, "Americans Neglect a Billion in Gift Cards," USA Today 11-20-06) Yet no matter what the reason, the cards are no good to anyone, even though they cost almost 1 billion dollars.

Jesus came to His own people, God’s people as God’s great Christmas gift. Many did not accept Him. How foolish and fatal! It is inconceivable to me that anyone would ever willfully refuse to accept this incredible gift of love from God. Yet, here is the great news for us; those who do receive Him by believing in Him become children of God. So today, I ask you:
· Receive His eternal life and plan on spending forever in God’s Paradise.

· Receive His guiding light and follow it in any darkness to find your way.

· Receive His wonderful glory and open your life to Jesus’ healing power.

· Receive His directing truth and use it to make wise decisions in your life.

· Receive His merciful grace and know that God will never leave you nor forsake you.

· Become children of God by using the power of His Holy Spirit in your life.

· Believe in Jesus and obey His teachings for abundant and eternal life!
Jesus gifts us with so many great benefits when we receive Him, but they do us no good unless we use them. Will you receive and live by God’s Gift of Christ to you?
