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The most popular seminars I offer are ones about the end times, heaven and the Book of Revelation. People have a seemingly insatiable thirst, an endless curiosity to know more about the end times and heaven. I surprise people by telling them we already know quite a bit about heaven in the Bible, and that most of that knowledge is not found in the Book of Revelation. Jesus teaches a lot about heaven. Today we will examine one of His teachings about heaven in a way that will surprise you. Jesus teaches us that the kingdom of heaven is a lot closer than we think. He proclaims the kingdom of heaven has come near us already. How is that possible?
How near is the kingdom of heaven? To answer that question, let me ask you another one – When does eternal life begin? No, that is not a trick question. No, eternal life does not begin when we die. Eternal life begins the moment we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Since Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life, when we follow Jesus, He leads us through the valley of the shadow of death to eternal life. Death no longer stops us from living on into eternity. Jesus promises us life forever with Him today and on into His eternal kingdom of heaven. He said (John 17:3) “Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.” So eternal life begins the moment we decide to follow Jesus.
The answer to “How near is the kingdom of heaven?” is the very similar in nature. The kingdom of heaven comes near to us when we come near to Jesus. Wherever we encounter the King, the kingdom is not far away. It is said that wherever Queen Elizabeth travels, the English empire travels with her. Wherever the President of the United States travels, the USA travels with him. He takes with him Air Force One which automatically becomes the center of his administration the moment he boards that plane. He takes with him is aides, official seals and symbols. He can sign a bill into law wherever he travels. Wherever the President travels, the US government travels too. Wherever Jesus travels, the kingdom of heaven goes with Him. As Jesus walked the earth in Israel, the kingdom of heaven came there to a large degree. As Jesus comes to us in our homes, schools, work, church or wherever we go with Jesus, the kingdom of heaven comes near to us to some degree.
Jesus’ ministry reveals the kingdom of heaven. We see this in the amazing miracles of Jesus, in His teaching of truth for life, and in His selection of His disciples. Let’s examine how near the kingdom of heaven is in Matthew 10:
1Jesus called His twelve disciples to Him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 2These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

Jesus chose 12 followers to be His 12 chief disciples. The makeup of this group shows us a lot about who will be in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus did not choose the people many would expect Him to choose to be the future leaders of His kingdom and His Church. Among the 12 there was not one Pharisee, Sadducee or any other member of the political parties of that day. He did not choose any priest or any other spiritual leader. It was true that priests and some political leaders such as Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea would follow Jesus, but they were not chosen as one of the 12. These 12 represent the common people of the world. They came from common occupations. 7 were fishermen including Peter, Andrew, James and John. Matthew worked for the government as a tax collector. Simon was a political agitator, a rabble rouser zealot. Putting those two together in the same group would be like putting a Wall Street stockbroker in the same group today as an “Occupy Wall Street” protester. Another was a doubter named Thomas and another was a traitor named Judas. The rest were day laborers and hourly employees working whatever jobs they could find to put food on the table. These 12 formed a strange mix of people, but so are we. Not many among us have been famous for any reason. Not many here have been very rich or popular. We are a lot like those 12 disciples. We have our doubts and fears, our failures and worries. We too like Peter have denied Jesus far too often when called out for our faith in Him. We like Thomas have doubted Him. These disciples represent us.
They were common men. What made them extraordinary was that Jesus called them to follow Him. When they followed Jesus they become the most important people in the world. They changed from common to extraordinary because of Jesus. 11 of them, all but Judas the traitor, went out and changed the world because they had been with Jesus, learned from Him and received His Holy Spirit. When Jesus calls us and we follow Him, we change from commoners to ambassadors for Christ. We change from citizens of our nation to citizens of the kingdom of God. We change from orphans to adopted children of God, full heirs to His riches, with every right of the family of God. Wherever we walk in Jesus, we walk with the King of kings, the Prince of peace. How has becoming a follower of Jesus changed your life from common to extraordinary?
When we join Jesus’ band of disciples, we become a new person, a new creation. Listen to these promises from the Bible:
2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”
Ephesians 2:10 (NLT), “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.”
1 Peter 2:5 (NLT), “You are living stones that God is building into His spiritual temple. What’s more, you are His holy priests.”
Don’t ever believe you are a nobody! As followers of Christ, you are precious sons and daughters of God, chosen by God to be His representatives to all around you, and destined for His eternal kingdom. When we follow Jesus, we travel with the King, and the kingdom is not far away.
We really see this when Jesus sends out His disciples to share His great news:

5These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. 6Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 9Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts— 10no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is worth his keep.”

The Mission of the 12 was to proclaim the kingdom of heaven is near! That was the same proclamation of Jesus. When Jesus walked the earth, He healed the sick, raised the dead, cleansed the lepers, and drove out demons. That is kingdom work. When the 12 disciples went out, they were amazed as they did those same works of the kingdom in Jesus’ name. Lives were changed for eternity as they shared about Jesus. The same signs of the kingdom of heaven happen here at COV when we proclaim the kingdom is near in Jesus. We pray for each other for healing, and witness to fact that many are healed. Those that many thought were dead to Christ come alive in Him. Those who lived in unhealthy and filthy actions find healthy and cleansing living in the Lord. Those who were entrapped by destructive habits and addictions find freedom in Jesus and the demons are driven away. As we offer bread to those around us who hungry, we also offer the Bread from Heaven. We shine the Light of the world onto those living in darkness. We share the Truth of life to those entrapped by empty lies. We continue to do kingdom actions that proclaim the Lord Jesus.
As Jesus enters our lives more and more, His kingdom takes a greater hold in our lives. As the Lord leads COV more and more, the kingdom makes greater inroads into our local communities. We are like the Normandy D-day invader force – the army of heaven taking territory for the kingdom of God here in the High Desert. One day the occupation will be complete. One day only the kingdom of heaven will remain. Today, we watch one person after another enter into the citizenship of the kingdom. Today, we watch one child of God after another be born into His family. Today, the kingdom of heaven is populated by those who follow Jesus for eternity. We proclaim the kingdom of heaven is near through every action we do and every truth we say in Jesus’ name.
Even the currency of the kingdom of heaven has begun to circulate among us. We may not have much gold or silver coin, but we have a lot of riches to share in Christ. We give to each other from what we have received from the Lord. We received mercy and forgiveness from the Lord, so we offer forgiveness to each other. We received sacrificial love from the Lord that has lifted us up, so we share that love with those around us. We gladly help where we have been helped. We sacrifice for each other because Christ sacrificed everything for us. We have received His Truth to lead our lives, so we share that truth, God’s manual for living, with all those around us. What gold and silver we do have, we give over to the Lord’s hands so that more can be done. That is the start of living a kingdom life. That is how it is done in heaven.
By the way, note that the worker for God is worth his or her keep. That means we should reward those who work hard among us for the Lord. We should not expect them to do all the sacrificing of their time, talents and treasures by themselves. We should reward them with our thanks, and come alongside them with our time, talents, resources and treasures to do the work of the Lord together. Being a servant of the Lord is to be of the greatest in the kingdom of heaven – to help bring people to Jesus and see them take their place in His eternal family. Join with us in the joy and eternal reward of working for the kingdom of heaven.

Wherever we find Jesus, the kingdom of heaven is coming near. What signs are you seeing in your life and in our church family that the kingdom of heaven has come near? What more can we do to encourage the Lord’s presence among us? The kingdom of heaven is as near to us as the King is near to us. Wherever Jesus is, the kingdom is not far away. The more we live in Jesus daily, the more of the kingdom we will experience. This in turn will prepare us for an incredible, joyful eternal life when the kingdom comes completely. Until that day, let us intently follow Jesus and continue to proclaim “The Kingdom of heaven has come near!”
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