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From the very first day we begin to walk we also learn there are rewards for doing right. We get rewarded for tying our shoes, setting the table, making good grades, scoring a touchdown, graduating, doing a good job at work, and for doing many other good things. Most of our rewards come from doing things right by ourselves. But sometimes rewards come by association; standing with the right people at the right time. If you're on a victorious team, even if you don't play or contribute much, you get a trophy. There've been many times I have been rewarded for things I didn't directly do. I often receive the thanks of people for things my staff do well. We have a great staff and they work really hard. I have received many congratulations for my children's accomplishments. I'm a proud father. I receive many great rewards just for being married to my wife Sue. Sometimes I receive rewards when I don't deserve them because someone else has a lot of grace they offer to me. I have a good friend Tom that likes to give me gifts just because he likes to give.
Just as we receive rewards for things we do and sometimes for things we don't do, we can also be blamed or suffer for things that we do and sometimes for things that we don't do. I'm not talking about the type suffering that comes from illness or natural catastrophe. I'm talking about suffering caused by others. Now if I do something wrong I deserve to suffer the consequences. If I recklessly drive my car, I will receive traffic citations and cause accidents, and I will be held responsible for my actions. I will and too often have suffered hurt and broken relationships due to my insensitivity or anger with others. These types of suffering I bring upon myself as a consequence for my wrong actions.
But sometimes we suffer for doing right. We can be doing something right, but others will misunderstand, be misinformed about or mistaken about what we are trying to do. They might think we are doing wrong when we are really trying to do right. Then we might suffer their attacks and accusations when we don't deserve them. Sometimes we might suffer for doing right from those who oppose the right. Sometimes we might suffer for standing up for Jesus. Jesus talks about this type suffering in Matthew 10 beginning in verse 17.

17“Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18On My account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, 20for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.

21“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 22You will be hated by everyone because of Me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes.

24“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his household!”

Here is the key truth I want you to hear today from Jesus’ teaching - When we stand for Jesus in our actions and conversations, we will be treated by others the way Jesus was treated. Oftentimes that means we will be rewarded, but sometimes it means we will suffer for the sake of Jesus. Now we need to be very clear about this - as followers of Jesus we do not seek suffering or persecution. We don't go out looking for it. But if we stand for Jesus in our actions and in our words, if we live at a Jesus lifestyle and speak His truth in love, there will be times when people will attack us or accuse us of doing wrong, even though we are doing right.
Why do I know this is true? It is true because Jesus suffered for doing right. It is true because the disciples suffered for doing right. It is true because there are many who do not want to see right in their world because they want to continue living in wrong. They don't want the light of the Lord to shine upon them because they are doing evil in the darkness. So they will do all they can to extinguish that light. I have discovered this to be true in my own experience. I have been verbally attacked because of what I have said about God's truth. I have had people ignore and reject me because I'm a follower of Christ. I have had people try to have me removed as a pastor because I stood up for God's right against the wrong they were doing.
Yes there will be times when we will suffer for doing right for Jesus. However most of the time we will receive great reward for doing right for Jesus. We will receive the thanks and appreciation of our Lord. We will receive the thanks and appreciation of those we have helped to know Jesus better. We will enjoy many deep and wonderful relationships. We will receive the personal joy that comes from bringing glory to Christ and from seeing others grow in their relationship with Jesus. There are many rewards for doing right for Jesus.

When we do suffer because we do right for Jesus, let's make sure we do it in a way that brings honor to God. There are worthy ways to suffer for Jesus that build up His kingdom and helps others. We want to be a witness for Jesus in our suffering for Him. This can be a powerful testimony to those around us.
First, we might suffer because we speak and act in the wisdom and truth of Jesus. When we do that some may not like what we say or do. They may not like it because they don't understand it. They may have been misinformed or may have misunderstood what we said. If that's the case we can try to gently reason with them. Many people have never heard the good reasons why Jesus teaches us to live in healthy ways. They may think that the commands of Jesus are trying to keep them from enjoying life. If we can explain that following Jesus teachings actually brings a greater, joyous life, they may stop rejecting what we say and start following what Jesus teaches. Now some people may not want to hear these good reasons for following Jesus. It's not our responsibility to judge them. They have a judge already. Their reactions and reasoning will be judged by the Lord Jesus Himself.

Let me give an example of what I'm talking about. Our board of elders has been praying, discussing, and discerning the Lord's leading for Church of the Valley in relationship to the Presbyterian Church USA for the past 18 months. We wanted to make a very careful, well thought out, and Holy Spirit led decision for our greater future. Last Tuesday night, we decided it is time to disaffiliate with the PCUSA and seek to affiliate with the new group of churches in the Evangelical Covenant Order of Presbyterians. (Next Sunday at our congregation meeting we will discuss this with you thoroughly. I hope you will make every effort to be there so we can move forward together.) This is a momentous time for Church of the Valley.

Now some already misunderstand the reasons why we suggest we do this. We want to clear up these misunderstandings so they don't become a cause of suffering and division for our church. We decided it is time to leave the PCUSA not because of any one type of sexual practice. We decided it's time to leave the PCUSA because now officially its Constitution does not uphold the authority of Christ’s teaching found in the Bible for our lives. One of the core foundations of Church of the Valley is that we are led by the Bible in all we teach and practice. In the culture around us a great confusion reigns about what is good, healthy, and right for us in every area of life; physical, social, psychological, emotional, spiritual, intellectual, etc. Our lives can get out of balance in any of these areas, so we need to understand the Lord's healthy way He designed us to live in balance and harmony.
Here at COV, we help people in many different areas where they have gotten off-center to get them balanced again in the Lord. We help people with debt and financial unbalance. We help people with drug or alcohol addictions. We help people with broken relationships. My new book deals with temptations of all sorts and how to overcome them by centering our lives in Christ and living by His teaching. (I am glad to hear that is has begun to be helpful to some of you.)
One of the biggest areas of confusion and imbalance is with our sexuality, which was knocked off-balance when we lost our center in Christ. Last summer the PCUSA removed from its constitution the Biblical, moral standard for sexual practice, which is "faithfulness in marriage and chastity without". The PCUSA now allows to be ordained as pastors, elders and deacons those who are bisexual, transgender, gay, and lesbian. That constitution no longer contains any stated limitation on those practicing adultery, open marriage, promiscuity, or any other form of sexual confusion. There is no healthy standard for sexuality in the PCUSA today. A single adult practicing multiple sexual experiences with members of the opposite sex has just as much sexual confusion as one who practices multiple experiences with members of their own sex. Everyone struggles in some way and form with sexual confusion. We all need the Lord's direction for our lives. COV offers this healthy direction for our sexuality as found in the Bible. Our ministry is based on following God's direction for our lives. We have learned to doubt our doubts rather than doubt the Word of the Lord. So we need to separate ourselves from an organization that no longer upholds this core foundation of the ministry of COV to each other and our outreach to those around us.
Because we uphold this teaching of Christ about human sexuality, some think we are cruel and judgmental against those who practice differing sexual lifestyles. That is not true. We don't judge persons of any sorts, but we do stand up for the lifestyle which the Lord created us to live for healthy lives, including our sexuality. We cannot support behaviors the Lord calls harmful, but we do support any persons who seek the health of the Lord no matter what their orientation. If standing up for Jesus teaching about healthy, human sexuality causes COV to suffer in any way, then we will accept that as a consequence of standing up for what is right in the Lord.

Second, if we suffer for doing right, we will continue to speak and act humbly and graciously with love; not in anger, pride, judgment, or with a critical nature. Who are we to judge others? We all, in one way or another, have imbalances in our lives that need to be corrected by the Lord's teaching. We are all hungry people who have discovered where to find the Bread of life. We are very grateful for the grace the Lord has given us. As we share the truth of the Lord, we also want to share His grace. Acting with grace may open the way for others to appreciate the truth we share, even if we suffer for sharing it.

Third, if we suffer for doing right, we will stand together for the Lord. When others expect us to fall apart, unity of love through difficulty will be a great witness to them. We may get many who misunderstand us, thinking we are judgmental; who disagree with us, thinking we are misguided; who actively seek to do us harm with words and actions because they don’t like that truth. This will not stop us from following the Lord together. Our unity will show that the Lord stands with us.
Fourth, if we suffer for doing right, we will be grateful to witness for the Lord. We will pray that our suffering demonstrates our commitment to what we have discovered is the greater way of life, worth any cost. We will pray that our suffering shows our resolve to serve Christ and Christ alone. We will pray that our suffering will be used by the Lord to bring glory to His name and more people into His kingdom.

Finally, if we suffer for doing right, we will rely on the Holy Spirit for wisdom and strength to get us through any difficulty we face. The Lord promised us that the Holy Spirit will give us wisdom for what we are to say when facing any adversaries. The Lord promised the Holy Spirit will give us strength to endure all difficulties. The Lord promised His protection on those who stand up for His truth. And Lord promised His victory will be our victory and those who stand against us will not succeed.

We have taken a stand for Jesus. We will lift up the teachings of the Bible over us and be led by them. We hope others will follow in the same way with us. If they don’t, we hope others will graciously relate to us just as we will graciously relate to them. We don't seek out suffering serve the Lord, but when it comes, we will not give up hope nor will we give up our faith in Christ. Because we know that even in suffering for the Lord we will discover the greater reward He has to offer us. COV will stand on the truth of the Lord. If we suffer for that truth, we will model for all to see our greater trust in the Lord. I pray that we won’t suffer at all, but if we do, let us be a witness to those around us of how followers of Jesus handle difficulty – humbly, gracefully, standing together and trusting in the Lord to be our strength and our protection.
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