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Who was John the Baptist? Well, we have talked about him before in our study of Matthew. Let us review little bit about him. He was Jesus' cousin, the son of Elizabeth and Zachariah, the priest. Most of his life he lived out of the wilderness away from the big city of Jerusalem. Some think he was an Essene, a serious Jewish religious group who lived down by the Dead Sea around the community of Qumran. He had a very distinctive lifestyle described in Mark 1:6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
John the Baptist was best known for his fiery message of repentance and his expectation that the Messiah would carry out God’s vengeance against evil. Here is an example of his prophetic style of speaking from Matthew 3:7-12 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor, gathering His wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
We hear of John the Baptist again here in Matthew 11:1-10. 1After Jesus had finished instructing His twelve disciples, He went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. 2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3to ask Him, “Are You the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?”

4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of Me.”

7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written: “I will send My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.”

Jesus describes John the Baptist for us in Matthew 11:7-10. First, He tells us that John was a prophet. A prophet is one who speaks God's truth clearly and plainly, and John certainly did that to the people and their leaders. Second, Jesus tells us John was more than a prophet. John the Baptist came to be the messenger of Christ sent to prepare the way for Jesus. John the Baptist prepared people's hearts and minds to receive the ministry of Jesus among them.

John the Baptist did prepare people to meet Jesus. He helped people to realize their need for Jesus; that they needed to stop living without God because that wasn't working for them. John called that repentance, meaning to turn away from living without God and turn toward God. John baptized people with water, a symbol of their repentance. When John saw Jesus, he proclaimed Him to be "the Lamb of God." From that time on he pointed people in Jesus’ direction.
However, at this time, many months later, John the Baptist has doubts about Jesus. Why do you think John, who was so convinced about Jesus before, was having doubts about Him now? Well, look again at what John the Baptist said in Matthew 3 about the Messiah. He expected the Messiah to come bringing an axe to the rotten trees, fire to the wasted wood, a winnowing fork to separate the good wheat from the evil chaff. John doesn't see Jesus doing this. He doesn't see Jesus coming with fire and vengeance. John wasn't the only one who had doubts about Jesus as the Messiah. Most Jewish people thought the Messiah would come with fire and vengeance overcoming the enemies of Israel. Old Testament prophecies predicted the Messiah appearing with this kind of vengeance. Isaiah 35:4 reads Say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, He will come with vengeance; with divine retribution He will come to save you.” John and many people then had doubts about Jesus being the Messiah. They did not see the fire or the vengeance in Jesus against the enemies of Israel. Many people still have doubts about Jesus today.
Jesus answers these doubts about Him. Jesus tells John to look at His actions and words. They reveal Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus reminds John the Baptist of the Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah coming as the suffering servant to take the burden from His people. After verse 4, Isaiah 35:5-6 continues to say this about the Messiah, Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. This is exactly what we have seen Jesus doing in each chapter of Matthew. His actions and words display who He is for all to see. Here is a key truth for our lives - When we have doubts about Jesus, it is best to look at His actions and words then and now to answer our concerns. Jesus’ life and teaching show clearly He is the Son of God and our Savior.
The miracles of Jesus reveal Him to be the King of the heavenly kingdom. In the eternal kingdom of God, there are no blind, lame, death, ill, or dead. In the eternal kingdom all see clearly, leap quickly, live joyously and are full of vigor forever. When Jesus, the King of the heavenly kingdom, walked among us, His miracles revealed who He is: The blind see. The lame walk. The deaf hear. The ill are healed. Death is overcome. Just as the actions of the heavenly King among us revealed who He is, so also His words of truth revealed the authority of His teaching. Jesus spoke like no one ever had and no one ever will again. In Jesus’ teaching we find the proclamation of the heavenly good news, a lifestyle of love and truth. All who hear Him are amazed at His teaching, then and still today.
It is clear from what Jesus teaches that He is the Messiah, the Son of God sent to be the Savior of the world. Consider these claims of Jesus that reveal who He is: He forgives sins, gives life, teaches eternal truths and judges the world. Only God can do that. He directly claims in His many "I am" statements to be the very source of truth, life and light. John 6:35: “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty.” John 8:12, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 11:25-26 “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” In John 10:30, He claims complete unity with God the Father. In John 14:6, He states “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” In the quote I have listed on the cover of your worship folder this morning from John Stott in the book Mere Christianity (pg. 27), we have this list of amazing claims from Jesus with the Scripture references provided. “To know Him was to know God. (John 8:19) To see Him was to see God. (John 12:45; John 14:7) To believe in Him was to believe in God. (John 12:44; John 14:1) To receive Him was to receive God. (Mark 9:37) To hate Him was to hate God. (John 15:23) To honor Him was to honor God. (John 5:23)” To the Samaritan women at the well who ask Jesus about the messiah, Jesus declares, (John 4:26) “I who speak to you am He!”
Many people want to say Jesus was a great teacher and no more. You can't say that about Jesus if you really examine His words and actions. If you look at Jesus’ teachings, there are only three conclusions that can be drawn. Jesus is a liar, a lunatic or He is the Son of God. When Jesus said He is the only way to God, He is either greatly deceiving us, greatly deceived about Himself, or exactly what He says He is. Since Jesus’ actions back up His words, there is only one conclusion that is logical. He is the Son of God, the Messiah, our Savior sent from God the Father. He first came to be the Savior for those who would seek His help. But make no mistake about it. This same Jesus who came as the Lamb of God will come back as the Lion of Judah. In that day, He will overcome every trace of evil with the fire and vengeance of God. So, it is better by far to know Jesus as Savior today then to know Him as Judge tomorrow.
The best answer to any doubts about Jesus then or now is to speak about what Jesus has said and done. While He walked this earth the actions and words of Jesus clearly revealed Him to be our Savior. Jesus walks with us today and continues to demonstrate He is our Savior. We see His mighty actions among us. He heals our broken relationships. He lifts our depressed spirits. He breaks our dependence on habitual substances. He brings joy and meaning back into our lives. He gives us great purpose to live for and hope for the future. He unites us in His love, encourages us by His promises, strengthens us through His Spirit, forgives us our wrongs, leads us on true paths, and brings back the smiles to our faces. Under Jesus' direction, Church of the Valley offers bread to the hungry, clothing to those in need, and His truth to guide us all toward abundant and eternal life. Jesus lives today among us still working His miracles and teaching His truth that lead to the greater kingdom lifestyle.
As followers of Jesus, we have a lot of answers to the doubts of those around us about Jesus. What have you experienced that demonstrates Jesus is your Savior? What have you heard Jesus say that has become truth for your greater life? How has Jesus changed your life? You are the living demonstration of the proof of Jesus Christ as our Savior and Lord. We call this our testimony. A testimony is a legal term. In court people are called upon to testify about the truth, the facts. To those around us who want to know about Jesus, we share the truth, the facts we know about Jesus. What is your testimony? Every follower of Jesus should know their testimony and be ready to share it. As the Apostle Peter tells us in 1 Peter 3:15, "always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope you have." What is your answer to your hope?
It is all right to have doubts. We all have them at one time or another. John the Baptist had doubts. Jesus does not mind our doubts. And He clearly answers our doubts. He demonstrates by His actions and truth that He is our Lord and Savior. He will always be there for you through every situation in life to overcome your fears, doubts, worries, temptations, difficulties and even your death. He is the Son of God, the Lord of all and our Savior. Trust in Him and you too will be blessed!
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